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REFLECTIONS

ox

THE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE,
ANT

O THY PROCEEDINGS IN CERTAIN SCCIETIES IN LONDON RELATIVR
TO THAT EVENT : . :

IN A LETTET
INTESDED TO MAVE BEEN SENT TO A GENTLEMAN IN PARIS.
1790. ’

It may not be unnecessary to inform the reader, that the
following Reflections had their origin in a correspondence
between the Anthor and a very young gentleman at Paris,
who did him the bonour of desiring his epinion upon the
important tramsactions, which then, and ever since, Emvc 80
much occupied the attention of all men. An answer was
written some time in ibe month of October, 1789 but it wan,
kept back upon prudential considerations. That letter «is”
alluded to in the beginning of the following sheets. 1t kas
been since forwarded to the person to whom it was addressed.
The reazons for the delay in sending it were assigned in a
hort letter to the same gentleman. This produced on his
part & new and pressing application for the Author's senti.
ments.

The Author began a second and mere full discussion o
the subject. This he had sowe thoughts of publishing early
in the last spring; but, the matter gaining upon him, he
found that what he had undertaken not only far exceeded
the messure of o letter, but that its importance required
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_rather a more ditailed consideration than ab that time he
~3d any leisure to bestow upon it. However, having thrown
down his first thoughts in the form of a letter, and, Ghdeed,
when he sat Gown to write, having intended it for a privash
letter, be found it diffienlt to change the form of address,
when his sentiments had grown into a greater extent, and
had received another direction. A different plan, he is
pensible, might be more favourable to a commnodious division.
and distribution of his matter.

Dgan S,

You are pleased to call agnin, and with some earnest-
ness, for my thoughts on the late proecedings in France. I will
not give you reason to imagine that I think my sentiments
of such value as to wish myself to be solicited about them.
They are of too littie consequence to be very anxiously either
commwanicated or withheld. 1t was from attention to you,
avd to you only, that I hesitated at the time when you first
desired to receive them. In the first letter I had the honour
to write to you, and which at length I send, I wrote neither
for, nor from, any description of men; nor shall T in this.
My errors, if any, are my own. My reputation alone is to
answer for them.

You see, Bir, by the long letter 1 have transmitted to you,
that though I do most heartily wish that France may be

- animated by & spirit of rational iiberty, and that I think you
bound, in ali honest policy, to provide a permanent body in
which that spirit may reside, and an effectual organ by which
it may aet, 1t is my misfortune to entertsin grest doubts
concerning several material points in your late transactions.

You imagined, when you wrote last, that I might posaibly
be reckoned among the approvers of certain proceecfings in
France, from the solemn public seal of sanction they have

* yeceived from two clubs of gentlemen in London, called the
Constitutional Society, and the Revolution SBociety.

I certainly have the honour to belong to more clubs than
one, in which the constitution of this kingdom, and the
principles of the glorious Revolution, sre held in high re

“verence: and I reckon myself among the most forward im
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my zeal for maintaining that constitution and those pringiples
mn thef-i{ utmost purily and vigour. It is because I do &a
that I%hink it necessary for me that there should be no mis-
take. Those who' cultivate the memory of our Revolution,
and those who are attached to the constitniion of this king-
dom, will take good care how they are involved with persens,
who under the pretext of zeal towards the JRevolution and
constitution too trequently wander from their true principles;
and are ready on cvery occasion to depart from the firm but
cautious and deliberate spirit which produced the one, and
which presides in the other.  Before I proceed to answer the
more material particulars in your letter, T shall beg leave to
give you such iformation as I have been able to obtain ot
the two clubs which have thought proper, as bodies, to in-
terfere in the concerns of France; first assuring you, that 1
am not, and that T have ncver been, a member of either.of
those societics.

The first, calling itsclf the Constitutional Society, or Society
for Constitutional Information, or by some such title, is, 1
believe, of seven or eight years standing. The nstitution of
this society appears to be of a charitable, and so far of a
laudable nature: it was intended for the eireulation, at the
expense of the members, of many books, which few others
would be at the expense of buying; and which might lie on
the hands of the booksellers, to the great loss of an useful
body of men. Whother the books, so charitably circulated,
were ever as charitably read, is more than I know. Possibly
several of them have been exported o France; and, like
goods not in requegt here, may with you have found a mar-
ket. I have heard much talk of the {ighta to be drawn from
books that are sent from hence. "What improvements they
have had in iheir passage (as it is said some liquors are
meliorated by crossing the sea) I cannot teli: but I never
heard a man of common judgment, or the least degree of in-
formation, speak a word in praise of the greater part of the
publications circulated by that society; nor have their pro-
ceedings been accounted, except by some of themselves, as of
any serious comsequence.

our National Assembly seems to entertain much the same
opinion that T do of thie poor charitable club. Aas a nation,
you reserved the whole stock of vour elooment acknowledg-
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ments for the Revolution Bociety ; when their fellows in the
Lonstitufional were, in equity, entitled to some sharegs Since
yon have selected the Revolution Society as the great objeck
of your nationa] thanks and praises, you will think me ex.
cusable in making its late conduct the subject of my observa-
tions. The National Agsembly of France has given import-
ance to these gentlemen by adopting them: and they return
the favour, by acting as a committee in England for extend.
ing the principles of the National Assembly. Henceforward
we must consider them as a kind of privileged persons; as no
inconsiderable members in the diplomatic body. This is one
among the revolutions which have given spfc;ndour to ob-
sourity, and distinction to undiscerned merit. Until very
lately I do not recolleet to have heard of this ¢lub. T am
yuite sure thaf it never oceupied 2 moment of my thoughts ;
uor, 1 believe, those of auy person out of their own set. 1
find, upon inquiry, that on the anniversary of the Revolu-
tion in 1688, o club of dissenters, but of what denomination
I know not, have long had the custom of hearing & sermon
in one of their churches; and that afterwards they spent the
day cheerfully, as other clubs do, at the tarvern. But I never
heard that any public mesasure, or political system, much less
that the merits of the constitution of any foreign nation, had
been the subject of a formal proceeding at their festivals;
until, to my inexpressible surprise, I found them ia a sort
of public eapacity, by a congratulatory address, giving an
authoritative sanction to the proceedings of the Nationsl As-
sembly in France.

In the ancient principles and conduct of the club, zo far at
least as they were declared, I see nothing to which I could
take exception. I think it very probable, that for some pur-
pose, new members may have entered among them ; and that
sowe truly Christian politicians, who love to dispense bene-
fite, but are carcful to conceal the hand which distributes the
dole, may have made them the instruments of their pious de-
signs, ‘Whatever I may have resson to suspeet concerning
private management, 1 shall speak of nothing as of a cex-
tainty bat what is public.

For one, I should be sorry to be thought, direetly or in-
directly, concerned in their proceedings. I certainly take
my full share, along with the rest of the world, in my indi.
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vidusl and private capacity, in speculating ou what has been
dortA or is doing, on the public stage, in any place ancie#ft or
modern ; in the republic of Rome, or the republic of Paris;
but having no general apostolical mission, being a citizen of
a particular state, and being bound up, in a considerable de-
gree, by its publie will, I should think it at least iniproper
and irregular for me to open a farmal public correspondency
with the actual government of a foreign nation, without the
express authority of the government under which I live,

should be etill more unwilling to enter into that corre-
gpondence under anything like an equivoen] description, which
to many, unacgnamted with our usages, might make the ad-
dress, in which 1 joined, appear as the act of persons in some
sort of corporate capacity, acknowledged by the lawa of this
kingdom, and authorized to speak the sense of some part of
it. Og account of the ambiguity and uncertainty of un.
authorized general deseriptions, and of the deceit which may
be practised under them, and not from mere formality, the
ITouse of Commons would reject the most snenking petition
for the most trifiing object, under that mode of signature to
which you have thrown open the folding doors of vour pre-
setice chamber, and have ushered into your National As.
sembly with as much ceremony and parade, and with as great
2 bustle of applause, as if you had been visited by the whole
representative majesty of the whole English nation. If what
this society has thought proper to send forth had been a
piece of argument, it Woulld1 have signified little whose argu-
ment it was. It would be neither the more nor the lesa
convineing ou account of the party it came from. But this
is only a vote and resolution. It stands solely on authority s
and in this esse it is the mere avthority of individuals, few
of whom appear. Their signatures ought, in my opinion, to
have been anuexed to their instrument. The world would
then have the means of knowing how manytheyare; who they
are; and of what value their opinions may be, from their per.
sonal abilities, from their knowledge, their experience, or their
lead and authority in this state. To me, who am but a plain
man, the proceeding looks a little too refined, and too irgeni.
ous ; it has too much the air of a political stratagem, adopted
for the sake of giving, nnder a high-sounding name, an import.
ance to the publie declarations of this clab, which, when the
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mattes came to be closely inspected, they did not sltogether
g?well deserve. It is a policy that has very much thaecom-
plexion of a fraud.

I Aatter myself that I love & manly, moral, regulated liber-
ty sz well as any gentleman of that society, be he who he
will; and perhaps I have given as good proofs of my attach-

,ment to that cause, in the whele course of my public con-
duet. I think I envy liberty as little as they do, to any other
nation. ButI cannot stand forward, and give praise or blame
to anything which relates te human actions, and human
concerns, on a simple view of the object, as it stands stripped
of every relation, 1n all the nakedness and solitude of meta-
physica{ abstraction.  Circumstances (which with some
gentlemen pass for nothing) give in reality to every political
E‘ﬁnciple its dietinguishing eolour and discriminating effeet.

he circumstances are what render every civil and political
echeme beneficinl or noxious to mankind.  Abstractedly
speaking, government, as well as liberty, is good ; vet could
I, in cownmon sense, ten years ago, have felicitated I'rance on
her enjoyment of a government (for she then had a govern-
mcent) without inquiry what the natnre of that government
was, or how it was admioistered ? Can I now congratulate
the same nation upon ite freedom ?  Js it because liberty in
the abstract may be classed amongst the blessings of man-
kind, that I am seriously to felicitate a mad-man, who has
escaped from the protecting restraint and wholesome dark-
ness of his cell, on his restoration to the enjoyment of light
and liberty? Awm I to congratulate a highwayman and
murderer, who has broke prison, npon the recovery of his
natural rights #  This would be to act over again the scene
of the criminals condemned to the galleye, and their heroic
deliverer, the metaphysic knight of the sorrowful counten-
Ance.
‘When I see the spirit of liberty in action, I see a strong -
Erinciple at work; and thiy, for a while, is all T can possibly

now of it. The wild gas, the fixed air, is plainly broke
loose : but we ought to suspend our judgment until the firat
effervescence is a little subsided, till the liquoris cleared, and
until we see something decper than ilie agitation of & troubled
and frothy surface. % must be tolerzbly aure, before I ven.

. tupe publicly to congratulate men upon a bleseing, that they
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have renily received one.  Tluttery corrupts both the re-
ceiver and the giver ; and adulstion is not of more sefvicg fo
the Y®ople than to kings. T should therefore suspend my
'congratulationa on the new liberty of France, until I was
informed how it had been combined with government ; with
public force; with the discipline and obedience of armies ;
with the collection of an effective and well-distributed
revenue ; with morality and religion ; with the solidity of pro.e
perty ; with peace and order; with eivil and social manmners.
Al these (in their way) are good things too; and, withont
them, liberty is not a benefit whilst it Insts, and is not likely
to continue long. The cffect of liberty to individuals is, that
they may do what they please: we ought to see what it will

lease them to da, before we risk congratulations, which may
E(‘- soon turned inte complainis.  Prudence would dictate
this in the case of scparate, iusulated, private men; but
liberty, when men net in bodies, 18 power., Considerate
people, before they declare themselves, will observe the use
which 1s made of power; and particularly of so trying a
thing as new power in mew persons, of whose primeiples,
tempers, and dispositions they have little or no experience,
and in situations, where those who appear the most stirring
in the scene may possibly not be the real movers.

All these eonsiderations hewever were below the transcen-
dentul dignity of the Revolution Bucicty. Whilst I con-
tinued in the country, from whenee I had the honour of
writing to you, I had but an imperfeet idea of their trans-
actions., Un my coming to town, I sent for an account of
their procecdings, which had been published by their au-
thority, containing a sermon of Dr. f')rice, with the Duke de
Rochefaveault’s and the Archbishop of Aix's lefter, and
several other documents annexed.  The whole of that publie-
stion, with the manifest desipn of conneeting ihe aftairs of
Franco with these of England, by drawing vs into an imita-
tion of the conduct of the National Asscimbly, gave me
considernble degree of uneasiness, The effect of that conduct
upon the power, credit, prosperity, and tranquillity of

rance, became every day more evident. The form of con-
stitution to be settled, for its future polity, became mare
clear. We are now in a condition to discern, with tolerable
exactness, the true nature of the object held up to our imite
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tion Jf the prudence of reserve aud decorun dictates silence
in some circumstances, in othera prudence of a highe ﬂordar
may justify us in speaking our thoughts. The begindings of
confusion with ns in England are at present feeble enough ;
but, with you, we have seen an infancy, still more feeble,
growing by moments into a strength to heap mountaine
upon mountaing, and to wage war with heaven itself. When-
ever our neighbour’s house is on fire, it cannot be amiss for
the engines to play a little on our own. Better to be de.
spieed for too anxious apprehensions, than ruined by too
confident a security.

Salicitous chiefly for the peace of my own country, but
by no means unconcerncd for yours, I wish to communicate
more largely what was at first intended only for your private
satisfaction. I shall still keep your affairs in my eye, and
continue to address myself to you. Indulging myself in the
freedom of epistolary intercourse, I beg leave to throw out
my thoughts, and express my feelings, just as they arise in
my mind, with very little attention to formal method. Tset
out with the proceedings of the Revolution Society ; but 1
shall not confine myselt to them. Is it possible 1 should?
1t appears to me as if 1 were in a great crisis, not of the
affairs of France alone, but of all Europe, perbaps of more
than Europe. All cireumstances taken together, the French
Revolution is the most astonishing that has hitherto happen-
ed in the world. The most wonderful things are brought
about in many instances by means the most absuwrd and
ridiculous; in the most ridiculous modes; and, apparently,
by the most contemptible instruments. Everything scems
out, of nature in this strange chaos of levity and ferocity, and
of all sorts of crimes jumbled together with all aorts of f!)l]ies.
In viewing thismonstrous tragi-comic scene, the most opposite
phssions necessarily succeed, and sometimes miz with each
other in the mind; alternate contempt and indignation; al-
ternate laughter and tears; alternate scorn and horror,

It cennot however be denied, that to some this strange
scene appeared in quite anmother point of view. Into them
it inspired no other sentiments than those of exultation and
rapture. They saw nothing in what has been ione in France,
but a firm and temperate exertion of freedom - so consistent,
on the whole, with morals and with piety as to make ix
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Avserving not only of the secular applause of dashing Machi-
aveliar, politicians, but to render it a fit theme for it the
devout’effusions of sacred eloquence. 4
' On the forenoon of the dth of November last, Doctor
Richard Price,a non-conforming minister of eminetice, preach-
ed at the dissenting meeting-house of the Old Jewry, to his
club or society, a very extraordinary miscellaneoue sermon,
in which there are some good moral and religious sentiments,
and not ill expressed, mixed up in a sort of porridge of
various political opinions and reflections ; but the Revolution
in France is the grand ingredient in the cauldron. I con-
sider the address transmitted by the Bevelution Soeiety Lo the
National Assembly, through Earl Stanhope, as originating
in the principles of the sermon, and as a corollary from
them. lIJt was moved by the preacher of that discourse. 1t
was passed by those whe came reeking fromn the effect of the
germon, without any censuro or qualifieation, expressed or
implied. 1f, however, any of the gentlemen concerned shall
wish to separate the sermon from the resolution, they know
bow to acknowledge the one, and to disavew the other. They
may do it: I cannot. .

or my part, I looked on that sermon as the public declara-
tion of a man much connected with literary caballers, and
intriguing philosey .ers; with political theologinns, and theo.
logical politicians, both at home and abroad. I know they.
set him up as a sort of oracle; because, with the best inten-
tions in the world, he naturally philippizes, and chants his
prophetic song in exact unison with their designs,

hat sermon is in a strain which I believe has pot been
heard in this kingdom, in any of the pulpits which are toler-
ated or encouraged in it, since the year 1648; when a pre-
decessor of Dr. %rice, the Rev. Hugh Peters, mude the vault
of the king’s own chapel at St. James's ring with the honour
and privilege of the saints, who, with the * high praises of
God in their mouths, and a fwe-edged sword in their hands,
were to execute judgment on the heathen, and punishments
upon the pesple; to bind their kings with chains, and their
nobles with fetters of iron”t Fow larangues from the
Eulpit, except im the days of your leaguo in France, or in

he days of our solemn league and covenant in England, have
' Paalm exlix,
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ever breathed less of the spirit of moderation than this lecture
in the Old Jewry. Supposiug, however, that snmethipg _h:ke
moderation were visible in this politicul sermon; yet politics.
end the pulpit are ferms that have little agreement. No
sound ought to be heard in the ehurch but the healing voice
of Christian cherity. The couse of eivil liberty and eivil
government gaing as little as that of religion by this confusion
of duties. Those who guit their proper character, to assume
what does not belong to them, are, for the greater part, igno-
vant both of the character they leave, and of the character
they assume. Wholly unacquainted with the world in whieh
they are so fond of meddling, and inexperienced in al} it afs
fairs, on which they pronounce with so much confidence, they
have nothing of politics but the passions they excite. Surely
the church is 2 place where one day’s truce ought to be allowed
to the dissensions and animosities of mankind.

Thiy pulpit style, revived after so long a discontinuance,
kad to me tie awr of novelty, and of a movelty not whally
without danger. I do not charge this danger equally to
every part of the discourse. The hint given to a noble and
reverend luy-divine, who 8 supposed high in office in one
of our universities,! and other lay-divines *of rank and
literaturs,” may be proper and sensonable, though somewhat
new. If the noble Seekers should find nothing to satisfy
their plous fancies in the old staple of the national church,
or in all the rich variciy to be found i the well-assorted
warehouses of the dissenting congregations, Dr. Price advises
them to improve upon non-conformity ; and to set up, cach
of them, a separate meeting-honse upon his own particular
principles® It is somewhat remarkable thet this reverend
divine should be so earnest for setting up new churches, and
so perfectly indifferent concerning the doctrine which may
bs taught in therm. Iiis zeal is of a curious character. It
ia not for the propagation of his own opinions, but of any

! Discourse on the Love of our Country, Nov. 4th, 1789, by Dr. Richard
Price, 31d edition, p. [7 and 18.

? ' Those who dislike that mode of worship which is prescribed by
public authority, ought, if they can find no worship owt of the church
which they approve, to set up @ seporaic worship Jor themselves; and by .
doing 1his, and givitg an example of a rational and manly worship, mene

of weight from their rant and lilorature may do the greateat serviee ta
society and Lhe world,”—P. 18 Dr Price's Sermon »
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opinions, It is not for the diffusion of trath, but forsthe
spreading of contradiction. Let the noble teachers bu€ dis-
sent, Mgtz no matter from whom or from what. This great

wint once secured, it is taken for granted their religion will
[:erational and menly. T doubt whether religion would reap
all the benelits which the calculating divine computes from
this # great comphny of great preachers.” It would certainly
be a valuable addition of nou-deseripts to the ample collection
of known classes, genera and species, which at present beautify
the hortus sicews of dissent. A sermon from a noble duke,
or 8 noble marquis, or a noble earl, or baron bold, would
certainly inerease and diversify the amusements of this town,
which begins to grow satiated with the uniform round of its
vapid dissipations. I should only stipulate that these new
Mesa-Jokns in robes und coronets should keep some sort of
bounds in the democratic and levelling priuciples which are
expected from their titled pulpits. The new evangelists will,
I dare say, disappoint the hopes that are conceived of them.
They will not becowne, literally as well us figuratively, pelemic
divines, nor be disposed so to drill their congregations, that
they may, as in furmer blessed times, preach their doctrines
to regiments of dragoons and corps of infantry and artillery,

Such arrangements, however favourable to the eause of com-
pulsory freedom, eivil and religious, may not be equally con-

ducive to the national tranquillity. These few restrictions L

hope are no great stretches of intolerance, no very violenf

exertione of despotism.

But I may say of our preacher,  utinam nugis tota illz de-
disset Lempora sevitie.”—All things in this his fnlminatin
bull are not of so mnoxious a tendency. His doctrines af-
fect our constitution in ils vital parts. He tells the Revo-
lution Society in this political sermnon, that hiy Majesty *is
almost the only lawfu{ king in the world, becanse the only
one who owes his crown to the choice of his people.”  As to
the kings of the world, all of whom (exeept one) this arch-
pontiff of the rights of men, with all the plenitude, and with
morp than the boldness, of the papal deposing power in its
meridian fervour of ihe twelfth century, puts inte one sweep-
ing clause of ban and anathema, and proclaims usurpers by
circles of longitude and latitude, over the whole glube, it
behoves them “o consider how they admit inte thelr terris
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tories those apostohie missionaries, who are to tell their sube
jects they are not lawful kings. That is their concern. It
ie«oure, as & domestic interest of some moment, seriously to
consider the solidity of the only principle upon whicll ‘these
gentlemen acknowledge a king of Great }grita.in to be en<
titled to their allegiance. .

This doctrine, as applied to the prince now on the British:.
throue, either is nonsense, and therefore neither true nor
false, or it affirms a most unfounded, dangerous, illegal, and
unconstitutional prsition. According to this spiritual doctor
of politics, if his Majexty does not owe his crown to the
choice of his people, he i no louyul king. Now nothing can
be more untrue than that the erown of this kingdom is so
held by his Majeaty. Therefore if you follow their rule, the
king of Great %ritain, who most certainly does not owe his
high offico to any form of popular election, is in no respect
better than the rest of the gang of usurpers, who refgn, or
rather rob, all over the face of this our miserable world,
without any sort of right or title to the allegiance of their
people.  The -polic]); of this general doctrine, se qualified, is
evident enough. The propagators of this political gospel are
in hopes that their abstract principle (their principle that a
popular choice is necessary to the legal existence of the
sovereign magistracy) would be overlocked, whilst the king:
of Great Britain was not affected by it. In the mean time
the ears of their congregations wouid be gradually habitu-
ated to it, as if it were a first principle admitted without
dispute. For the present it wouFd ouly operate as a theory,
Eic led in the preserving juices of pulpit eloquence, and laid

y for future use. Condo ef compono qux mox depromere
possim. By this policy, whilst our government is scothed
with & reservation in its favour, to wlich it has no elaim, the
security, which it has in common with all governments, so
far as opinion is security, is taken away.

Thus these politicians Emceed, whilst little notice is taken
of their doctrines; but when they come to be examined upon
tho plain meaning of their words, and the direct tendency of
their doctrines, then equivocations and slippery constructions
vome into play. ‘When they say the king owes his crown to
the choice of his people, and is therefore the only lawful
sovereign in the world, they will nerhaps tell us thev mean
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to eay no more than that some of the king’s predeccisors
have been called to the throne by some sort of choice’ an
therefwre he owes his crown to the choice of his people.
Thus, by & miserable subterfuge, they hope to render their
proposition exfe, by rendering it nugatory. They are wel-
- gome to the asylum they seck for their offence, since they
take refuge in their {folly. For, if you admit this interpreta-
tion, how does their idea of election differ from our idea of
inheritance ? And how doee the settlement of the erown in
the Brunswick line derived from James the ¥irst come to
legalize our monarcby, rather than that of any of the neigh-
bouring countries ! At some time or other, to be sure, all
the beginners of dynasties were chosen by those who ealled
them to govern. There is ground encugh for the opinion
that all the kingdoms of Burope were, at a remote period,
elective, with more or fewer limitations in the objects of
choice. But whatever kings might have been here, or else-
where, a thousand years ago, or in wha ver manner the
ruling ‘dynastics of Eugland or France may liave begun, the
king of Great Britain is, ot this day, king by & fized rule of
suceession, according to the Jaws of his country; and whilst
the legal conditions of the compact of sovereignty are per-
formed by him, (ns they arc performed,) he holds hia crown
in contempt of the choice of the Revolution Society, who
have not n single vote for a king amongst them, either indi-
vidually or collectively ; though I make no doubt they would
soon ercct themselves into an electoral college, if things
were Tipe 1o give effect to their elaim.  His Majesty’s heire
and successors, each in his time and order, will come to the
crown with the same contempt of their ehoice with which
his Majesty has succeeded to that he wears,

Whatever may be the success of evasion in explaining
awny the gross error of faet, which supposes that his Majesty
(though he holds it in coneurrence with the wishes) owes his
crown to the choice of his peopls, yet nothing can evade
their full explicit declaration, coneerning the principle of a
right in the pcople to choose; which right is direetly main-
tained, and tenaciously adhered to. All the oblique insinu-
ations concerning election bottom in thiz proposition, snd
are referable to it, Leat the foundation of the Fning‘s exclu-

sive legal title should pass for a mere rant of adulatory free-
YO IL L]
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_doni, the political divine procseds degmatically to asgort,)
t]eat, by the principles of the Revolation, the people of
England have acquired three fundamental rights, al®¥hich,
with him, compose one system, and lis together in one short
sentence ; nomely, that we have acquired a right,

1. “To choose our own governors.”

4. “Ta cashier them for misconduct.”

3. * To frame a government for ourselres."”

This new, and hitherto unheard-of, bill of rights, though
made in tho nams of the whole people, belongs to those
gentlemen and thelr faction only, The body of the people
of Epgland have no share in it. They ntterly disclaim it,
They will resist the practical assertion of it with their lives
and fortunes. They are bound to do so by the laws of their
country, wmade at the time of that very Revolution which is
appecled to in favour of the fictitious righta claimed by the
Society which ahuses its name.

These gentiemen of the Old Jewry, in all their reasonings
on the Revolution of 1688, have a Revolution which hap.
%cned m Ewsgland about forty vears before, and the late

rench Revolution. so much before their eyes, and in their
hearts, that they are constantly confounding all the three to-
gether. Tt is necessary that we should separate what they
confound. 'We must recall their erring faucies to the acts
of the Revelution which we revere, for the discovery of its
true principles, 1f the principles of the Revolution of 1688
are anywhere to be found, it is in the statute called the Dr-
elaration of #ight. In that most wise, sober, and consider-
ate declaration, drawn up by great lawyers and great states-
men, and not by warm and inexperienced enthusiasts, not one
word 15 said, por one suggestion made, of a general right *“ to
choose our own governors ; to cashier them for misconduct s
and to form a government for cursefves.” :

This Declaration of Right (the act of the Ist of William
and Mary, sess. 2, ch, 2) is the corner-stone of our comsti-
tation, aa reinforced, explained, improved, and in ite funda-
mental principles for ever settled. Tt is culled “ An Act for
declaring the rights and liberties of the subject, and for sef-
ting the succession of the crown” You will observe, thad

P. 34, Discourse on the Lova of gur Country, by Dr. Prios,
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these rights and this succession are declared in one bodw, and
boung indissolubly together. .
A tew years after this period, a vecond opportunity offered
for asserting W right of election to the crown. On the
gprospect of a total failure of jssue from King William, and
.from the Princeas, afterwards Quecn Anne, the coneideration
of the settlement of the erown, and of a further security
for the liberties of the people, agaim came before the legie-
lature. Did they thiy second time make any provision for
legalizing the crown on the spuricus revolution prineiples of
the Old Jewry P No. They followed the principles which
prevailed in the Declaration of Right; indicating with more
recision the persons who were to inberit in the Protestant
ine. This act also incorporuted, by the same policy, our
liberties, and an heroditary succession in the same aet. In-
stead of a right to chooae our own governors, they declared
that the sueccession in ihat line (the Protestant lire drown
from Jawes the First) was absolutely neccssary © for the
peace, quict, and sceurity of the realm,” and that it was
equally urgent ou them “to maintaiu a cerfainty in the suc-
cession thoreof, 10 which the subjects may sately have recourse
for their proteciion.” Both these acts, in which are heard
the unerring, unambiguous oracles of revolution policy, in-
stead of countenancing the delusive, gipsy predictions of a
“right to choose our governors,” prove to a demoustration
how totally adverse the wisdom of the nation was from turn-
_ing a case of necessity into a rule of law.
nquestionably there was at the Revolution, in the per-
son of King William, a smail and a temporary deviation from
the strict order of a regular hereditary succession ; but it is
sgainst all gennine principles of jurisprudence to draw a
principle from a law made in a special case, and regarding
an individual person. Prévilegium non ¢ransit in exemplum.
If ever there was a time favourable for establishing the
rinciple, that a king of popular choice was the only legal
ing, without all doubt it was at the Revolution. Its wot
“being done at that time is a proof that the nation was of
.opinion it ought not to be done at any time. There is no
i person so completely ignorant of our history as not to know,
thav the majority in parlinment of both parties were solittle
disposed {0 anything resembling that prineiple, that at fired
u i
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Lheywere determined to place the vacant ercwn, not on tie
head of the Prince of Orange, but on that of his wifp Mary,
daughter of King James, the eldest born of the issue of that
king, which they acknowledged as undoubtedly his, 1t would
be to repeat a very Lrite story, to reeall to your memory ell
those circumstances which demonstrated that their accept-
ing King William was not properly a ekoiee ; but to al} those
who did not wish, in effect, to recall King James, or to deluge
their country ia bluod, and again to bring their religion, laws,
and liberties into the peril they had just eseaped, 16 was an
act of necessity, in the strictest moral sense in which neces-
sity can be taken.

In the very act, in which for a time, and in a aingle case,

rliament departed from the strict order of inheritance,
in favour of a prince, who, though not next, was however
very near, in the line of succession, it i3 curious to cbserve
how Lord Somers, who drew the bill called the Declaration
of Right, has comported himself on that delicate occasion,
It is curious to observe with what address this temporary
solution of continuity is kept from the eye; whilst all that
could be found in this act of necessity to countenance the
idea of an hereditary succession is brought forward, and
fostered, and made the most of, by this great man, and
by the legislature who follewed him.  Quitting the dry, im-
perative style of an act of parliament, he makes the Lords
and Commons fall to a pious, legislative ejaculation, and
declare, that they consider it “as a marvellous providence,
and moereiful goodocss of God to this nation, to preserve
their said Majesties’ royal persons, most Lappily to reign
wver us on the throne of their ancestors, for which, from the
Jottom of their hearts, they return their humblest thanka
snd praises.””-—The legislature plsinly had in view the act of
recognition of the first of Queen Elizabeth, chap. 3rd, and of
that of James the First, chap. 1st, both acts strongly de-
claratory of the inheritable nature of the crown, and in
msz{'ﬂ parts they fullow, with a nearly literal precision, the
words and even the form of thanksgiving whic]]: is found in
these old declaratory statutes.

The two Houses, in the act of King William, did not
thank Glod that they had found a fair opportunity to assers
a right to choose their own governors, much less to make an
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election the anly lawful litle to the crown. Their beving
been YA a condition to aveid the very appearance of it, as
much ag possible, wag by them consic[tered as a providential
escape. They threw a politie, well-wrought veil over every
circumstance tending te weaken the rights, which in the me.
liorated order of succession they meant to perpetuate; or
which might furnish a precedent for any future departure
from what they had then settled for ever. Accordingly,
that they might not relax the mnerves of their monarchy,
and that they might preserve a close conformity to the prac-
tice of their ancestors, as it appeared in the declaratory
statutes of Queen Mary! and Queen Elizabeth, in the next
clause they vest, by recognition, in thuir Majesties, all the
legal prerogatives of the crown, declaring, *that in them
they are most fully, rightfully, and entirely invested, mncor-
orated, united, and anrexed.” In the clause which fol-
ows, for preventing questions, by reason of any pretended
titles fo the crown, they declare, (observing also in this the
traditionary language, along with the traditionary policy
of the nation, and repcating ns from a rubrie the langnage
of the preceding nets of Blizabelh and Jawmes,) that on the
preserving “ a cerfainty in the sUccrssioN thereof, the unitf’,
Eeace, émd tranquillity of this nation doth, under God, wholly
epend.”

"hey knew that a doubtful title of suceession would but
too much resemble an election; and that an election would
be utterly destructive of the * unity, peace, and tranquillity
of this nation,” which they thought to be considerations of
gome moment. To provide for these objects, and therefore
to exclude for ever the Old Jewry doctrine of “a right to
choese cur own governors,” they follow with a clause con-
taining & most soleran pledge, taken from the preceding act
of Queen Elizabeth, as solemn a pledge as ever was or ¢an
be given in favour of an hereditary successton, and as solemn
a renunciation as could be made of the principles by this
Bociety imputed to them. “The Lords spiritual and tem-
poral, and Commeons, do, in the name of all the people afore-
eaid, most humbly and faithfully submit themselves, their
keire and posterities for ever ; and do taithfully promise that
they will stand to, maintain, and defend their said Majesiza,

! 1st Mary, sess. 3, ch. L
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and also the limitation of the erown, herein specified and con-
tatued, to the utmost of their powers,” &c. &c. et

So far is it from being true, that we acquired a right by
the Revolution to elect our kings, that if we had possessed
1t before, the English nation did at that time most selemnly
renounce snd abdicate it, for themselves, and for all their
posterity for ever. These gentlemen may value themselves
a8 much as they please on their Whig principles; but I
never desire to be thought a better Whig than Lord Somers;
or to understand the principles of the Revolution better than
those by whom it was brought about ; or to read in the De-
clarstion of Right any mysteries unknown to these whose

enetrating style has engraved in our ordinanees, and in our
Eenrts, the words and spirit of that immortal Luw,

Tt 13 true, that, aided with the powers derived from force
and opportunity, the nation was at that time, in some sense,
free to take what eourse it pleased for filling the throne;
but only free to do so upon the same grounds on which they
might have wholly abolished their monarchy, and every
other part of their constitution. However, they did not
think such bold changes within their commission. It is in-
deed difficult, perhaps impessible, te give limits to the mere
abstract competence of the supreme power, such as was exer-
cised by parliament at that time; but the limits of a moral
competence, subjecting, even in powers more indisputably
sovereign, oceasional will to permanent reason, and to the
steady maxims of faith, justice, and fixed fundamental policy,
are perfectly intelligible, and perfectly binding upon those
who exercise any authority, under any name, or under any
title, in the state. The House of Lords, for instance, is not
morally ecompetent to diesolve the House of Commons;
no, por even to dissolve itself, nor to abdicate, if it would,
its portion in the Jegislature of the kingdom. Though a king
may abdieate for hia own person, he cannot abdicate for the
monarchy. By as strong, or by a stronger reason, the Housa
of Commons cannot renounce its share of authority. The
engugement and pact of society, which generally goes by the
rams of the constitution, forbids such invasion and such
surrender, The constituent parts of a state are obliged to
hold their public faith with each other, and with all those
‘who derive any serious interest under their engagements, as
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much a5 the whole state is bound to keep its faith wigh ses
parateecommunities.  Otherwise competence and power
would soon be confounded, and no law be left but the will
of a prevailing ferce. On thig principle the succession of
the crown has always been what it now is, an hereditary
puccession by luw: in the old line it was a suceession by the
commeon law; in the new by the statute law, opersting on
the principles of the common law, net changing the sub-
stance, but regulating the mode, and describing the persons,
Both these deacriptions of law are of the same torce, and are
derived from an equut authority, emanating from the com-
mon agreement and original compact of the state, communi
sponsione reipublice, and as such are equally binding on king
and people too, as loug as the terms are observed, and they
continue the same budy politic,

It i far from impossible to reconcile, if we do not sufler
ourselves to be entangled in the mazes of melaphysic sophis-
try, the use both of a fized rule and an occasionai deviation ;
the sacredness of an hersditary prineiple of succession in our
government, with a vower of change in its application in
cases of extreme emergency. Even in that extremity, {if we
take the measure of our rights by our exercise of them at
the Revolution,) the change is to be confined to the peceant
part only ; to the part whick produced the necessary devia-
tion ; and even then it is to be effected without a decomposi-
tion of the whole civil and political mass, for the purpose of
originating a new civil order out of the first elements of
society.

A state without the means of some change is without the
means of its conservation. Without such means it might
even risk the loss of that part of the constitution wkich it
wished the most religiously to preserve. The two principles
of conmservation and correction operated strongly at the two
critical periods of the Restoration and Revolution, when
England found itself without a king. At both those periods
the nation had lost the bond of union in their ancient edifice;
they did net, however, dissolve the whole fabric. On the
contrary, in both cases they regenerated the deficient part
of the ald constitution through the parts which were nou
impaired. They kept these old parta exactly as they were,
that the part recovered mirht be suited to {them. They acted
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by the ancient organized states in the shape of their old
organization, and not by the organic molecule of a dishended
peeple. At no time, perhaps, did the sovereign legislature
manifest a more tender regard to that fundamental principle
of British constitutional Xolicy, than at the time of the Re-
volution, when it deviated from the direct line of hereditary
succesgion. The erown was carried somewhat out of the
line in which it had before moved ; but the new line was de-
rived from the same stock. It was still a line of hereditary
descent ; s¢ill an hereditary descent in the same blood, thongh
an hereditary descent qualified with Protestantism. When
the legislature sltered the direction, but kept the principle,
they s%mwed that they held it inviolable,

On this principle, the law of inheritance had admitted
some amendment in the old time, and long before the era of
the Revolution. Some time after the conquest great ques-
tions arose upon the legal principles of hereditary descent.
Tt became & matter of donbt, whether the heir per capifa or
the heir per stripes was iy succeed ; but whether the heir
per capita gave way when the heirdom per stripes took place,
or the Catholic heir when the Protestant was preferred, the
inheritable prineiple survived with a sort olp immortality
through all transmigmtions—'multos?w per annos stat fortuna
domus, ef avi numerantur avorum. This is the spirit of our
constitution. not only in ity settled course, but in all its re-
volutions. Whoever came 1m, or however he came in, whether
he obtained the crown by law, or by force, the hereditary
succession was either continued or adopted. '

The gentlemen of the Society for Revelutions see nothing
in that of 1688 but the deviation from the constitution ; and
they take the deviation from the principle for the principle.
They have littie regard to the cbvious conscquences of their
doctrine, though they must see, that itleaves positive authors
ity in very few of the positive institutions of this country.

hen such an uvnwarrantable mexim is once established,
that no throne 18 lawful but the elective, no one act of the
prinees who preceded this era of fictitious election can be
valid. Do these theorists mean to imitate some of their pre-
decessors, who dragged the bodics of our ancient sovereigns
vut of the quiet of their tombs ¢ Do they mean to attriot
snd disable backwards all the kings that bave reigned before
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the Revolution, and consequently to stain the throne of Eng-
land swgith the biot of a continual usurpation ? Do they mgan
to invalidate, annul, or to call into question, together with
the titles of the whale line of our kiugs, that great body of
our statute law which passed under those whom they treat
za usurpers P to annul laws of inestimable value to our liber-
ties—ot ns great valne at least as any wiich have passed ab |
or since the period of the Revolution ¥ If kings, who did not
owe their erown to the choice of their people, had no title to
make laws, what will become of tho statute de faflagio non
coneedendo F-~of the petition of right 7—ot the act of kabeas
us 7 Do these new doctors of the rights of wen presume
to assert, that King Fames the Second, who came to the
erown as next of bood, according to the rules of a then
unqualified succession, was not to all intents and purposes a
lawtul king of England, before he had done any of those acts
which were justly constrned into an abdication of his erown?
If he was not, much trouble in parliament might have been
saved at the period these gentlemen commemorate. But
King James was a bad king with a good title, and not an
usurper. The princes wha succeeded aecording to the act
of parliament which settled the erown on the Electresa
SBophia and on ber descendants, being Protestants, came in
s8 much by = title of inheritance as King James did. He
eame in accordivg to the law, ns it stood at his accession to
the crown; and the privces of the House of Brunawick came
to the inheritance of the erown, not by election, but by the
law, as it stood at their soveral accessions of Protestant de-
scent and inberitance, as I hope 1 have shown sufficiently.
The law, by which this royal family is speeifically destmed
to the succcesion, is the act of the 12th and 13tk of King
William. The terms of this act bind * us and cur Aeirs, and
our posterily, to them, their heirs, and their posterity,” bemg
Protestants, to the end of fime, in the same words as the
Declaration of Right had bound ns to the heirs of King
William and Queen Mary. It theretore secures Loth an
hereditary erown and an hereditary allegiance. On what
f,round, except the constitutional policy of furming an estab-
ishmeot to secure that kind of succession which is to pre-
clude a choice of the people for ever, could the legislature
have fastidiously rejected the fair and sbundnat choice which
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onr conntry presented to them, and searched in atrange lands
for.a foreign priocesd, from whose womb the line gf our
future rulers were to derive their title to govern millioas of
men through a series of ages ?

The Princess Sophia was named in the act of settle-
ment of the 12th and 13th of King William, for a sfock and
root of inkeritance to our kings, and not for her merits as a
temporary administratrix of a poewer, which she might not,
and iu fact did not, hersell ever exercise. She was adopted
for one reason, and for one only, because, says the act, “ the
most excellent Princess Sophia, Electress and Duchess Dow-
ager of Hanover, is daughter of the most excellent Princess
Elizabeth, late Queen of Bohemtu, devghter of our late sove-
reign lord King James the First, of Lappy memory, and is
hereby declared to be the next in suecession in the Protest-
ant line)” &e. &e.; “and the crown shall continue to the
keirs of her body, being Protestants.””  This limitation was
made by parliament, tnet through the Princess Sophia an
iuheritable linc not only was to be eontinued in future, but
{what they thought very malcrial) that through her it was
to be connected with the old stock of inheritance in King
James the First; in order that the monarchy might preserve
an unbroken unity through all ages, and might be preserved
(with safety to our relizion) m the old approved mode by
descent, in which, if our libertics had been once endangered,
they had often, through all storms and struggles of preroga-
tive and privilege, been preserved. They did well. No experi-
ence has taught us, that in any other ¢ourse or method than
that of an hereditary erown our liberties ean be regularly per-
petuated and preserved sacred as our hereditary right. An
rregular, convulsive movement may be necessary to throw
off an irregular, convulsive disease. But the course of sue-
cession ia the henlthy habit of the British constitution. Was
it that the legislature wanted, at the act for the imitation of
the erown in the Hanoverian linc, drawn through the female
descendants of James the First, a due sense of the incon-
veniences of having two or three, or possibly more, foreigners
in succession to the British throne? No'!—they had a due
gense of the evils which might happen from such foreign
rule, and more than a due sense of them. But a more de-
gisive proof cannot be given of the full convition of the
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Britich nation, that the principles of the Revolution ¢id not
sutheyze them to elect kings at their pleasure, and withont
auy sttention to the ancient fundamental principles of ‘our
government, than their continning to adopt a plan of here-
ditary Protestant succession in the old line, with all the
dangers and nll the inconveniences of ita being a foreign line
full before their eyes, and operating with the utmost foree
upon their minds. .

A few years ago T should be ashamed to overload a matter,
8o capable of supporting itself, by the then unnecesrary sup-
port of any argument; but this seditiows, unconstitutional
doctrine iz now publicly taught, avowed, and printed. The
dislike I feel to revolutions, the signals for which have so
often been given from pulpits; the spirit of change that is
gone sbroad; the total contempt which prevaila with yon,
and may come to prevail with us, of all ancient institutions,
when set in ol)posit-icm to a present sense of convenicnee, or
to the bent of a present inchnation : all these considerations
make it not unadvisable, 1n my opinion, to call back our at-
tention to the trua prineiples of our own demestic laws;
that you, my French friend, should begin to know, and that
we should continue to cherish them. We ought mot, on
either side of the water, to suffer ourselves to be imposed
upon by the counterfeit wares which some persons, by a
double fraud, export to you in illicit bottoms, as raw com-
modities of Hrifish growth, though whelly alien to our soil,
in order afterwards to smuggle them back again into this
country, manufactured after the newest Paris fashion of an
improved liberty.

he people of England will not ape the fashions they have

never tried, nor go back to those which they have found
mischievons on trial. They look upon the legal hereditary
succession of their crown na among their rights, not as among
their wrongs; a9 a benefit, not as a grievance; ag a securit
for their hiberty, not as a badge of servitnde. They loo
on the frame of their commonwealth, sxck as it stands, to be
of inestimable value; and they conceive the undistnrbed
succession of the crown to be a pledge of the stability and
perpetuity of all the other members of our constitution.

1 shall beg leave, before I go any further, to take notice
of some paltry ertifices, which the abettors of election, as the
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oply Ieswful title to the crown, are ready to employ, in order
to render the support of the just principles of our copustitu-
tion g task somewhat invidious, %hese sophisters substitute
8 fictitious cause, and feigned personages, in whose favour
they suppose you engaged, whenever you defend the in.
herilable nature of the erown. I#is commeon with them to
dispute as if they were in s conflict with some of thore ex-

“ploded fanatics of slavery, who formerly maintained, what I
Ee.li.eve no creature now maintains, *that the crown is held
by divine hereditary and indefeasible right.”—Thesc old fana-
tica of single arbitrary power dogmatized as if hereditary
royalty was the only lawiul government in the world, just as
our new fanatics of Eopular arbitrary power maintain that a
popular election is the sole lawful souree of authority. The
old prerogative enthusiasts, it is true, did speculate foolishiy,
and perbaps impicusly too, as if monarchy had more of a
divine sanction than any cther mode of government; and s
if s right to govern by inheritance were in strictness indefeasi-
ble in every person, who should be found in the suceession to
& throne, and under cvery circumstance, which no civil or
politicat right can be. But an absurd opinion concerning
the king’s hereditery right to the crown does not prejudice
one that is rational, and bottomed upon solid priuciples ot
law snd policy. If all the absurd theories of ]Iawyers and
divines were to vitinte the objects in whieh they are con-
versant, we should bave no law and no religion left in the
world. But an shsurd theory on one side of a question
forms no justification for alleging a fulse fact, or promulgating
mischievous maxims, on the other.

The secoud claim of the Rovolution Society is “ a right of
cashiering their povernors for misconduct” Perhaps the
apprehensions our aneestors entertuined of forming such a
precedent as that “of cashiering for misconduet,” was the
cause that the declaration of the act, which implied the
sbdication of King Fames, was, if it had any fuult, rather too
guarded, and too cireumstantial! But all this guard, and

V¢ That King James the Second, having endeavoured to subver! the
constitution of the kingdom by brenking the original contract between king
and people, and, by the advice of Jesuits, and other wicked persons, having
viclated the _fundementel laws, and Aaving withdraon himself out of the
&ingdom, hath abdicated the government, and the throne is thereby vacan?,”
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all this accumulation of circumetances, serves to show the
gpirit of caution which predominated in the national chuneils
in & ¥tuation in which men irritated by oppression, and
elevated by a triumph over it, are apt to abandon themselves
to violent and extreme courses: it shows the anxiety of the
great men who influenced the conduet of affairs at that great
event to make the Revolution a parent of settlement, and
not a nursery of future revolutions.

No government could stand a moment, if it could be
blown down with anything =0 loose and indefinite as an
opinion of “misconduct.” They who led at the Revolution
grounded the virtual abdication of King James upon ne
sitch light und uncertain principle.  They charged lum with
nothing less than a design, econfirmed by nnultitude of illegal
overt acts, to subrvert the Proiestant church and state, and
their fundamenial, unquestionnble laws and liberties: they
charged Tim with having broken the original contract between
king aud people.  This was more than misconduct, A grave
and overrnling necessity obliged them to take the step they
took, aud iook with infinite reluctance, as under that most ri-
gorousofall laws, Their trustiorthe future preservation of the
constitution wus not i future revolutions.  The grand policy
of all their regulations was to render it almost imprachicable
for any futnre sovereign to compel the states of the kingdom
to have again recourse to those violent remedies.  They left
the crown what, in the eve and estimation of law, it had ever
been, perfectly irrespousible.  1n order to lighten the erown
still further, they aggravated responsibility on ministers of
state. DBy the statute of the 1at of King William, sess, 2nd,
called “ the ant for declaring the rights and lbertics of the sub-
fect, and for settling the sucoession to the crown,” they enact-
ed, that the ministers should serve the erown on ihe terms
of that declaration. They sccured soon after the fiequens
meetings of parlionent, by wihich the whole government
would be under the constant inspection and active control
of the popular representative and of the magnates of the
kingdom. In the next great constitutional act, that of the
12th and 13th of King William, for the further limitation of
the crown, and betfer securing the rights and liberties of the
subject, they provided, « that no pardon under the great seal
of England should be pleadable to an impeachment by the
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Qomanons in parfiament.” The rule Isid down for gpovern-
ment #n the Declaration of Right, the constant inspection of
arliament, the practieal claim of impeachment, they t8ought
infinitely a better security not only for their eonstitutional
liberly, but against the vices of administration, than the ve.
servation of a right so difficult in the practice, so uncertain
in the issne, and often so mischievous in the consequences,
as that of “ cashiering their governors.”

Dr. Price, in his sermon,! condemns very properly the
practice of gross, adulatory addresses to kings. Instead of
this fulsome style, he proposes that his Majesty shounid be
told, on occasions of congratulation, that “he is to consider
himself as more properly the servant than the sovereign of
hig people.” For a compliment, this new form of address
daes net seein o be very soothing.  Those who are servanty
in name, ag well as in effeet, do not like to be told of their
situetion, their duty, and their oblizations. The slave, m the
old play, tells his master, © Haee commemoratio est quast exe
probatio”’ 1t ia not pleasant as compliment ; it i3 not whole-
some as instruction, Atter all, if the king were to bring
himself to echa this new kind of address, to adopt it in
terms, and even to take the appellation of Servant of the
People as his royal style, how either he or we should be
much mended by i, I cannot imagine. 1 have scen very
assuming letters, signed, Your most obedient, huwble ser-
vant. The proudest denomination that ever was endured on
earth tool u title of still greater humility than that which is
now proposed for sovereigns by the Apostle of Liberty,
Kings and uations were trampled upon by the foat of one
calling himself © the Servant of SBervanis;” snd mandates
for deposing sovereigns were sealed with the signet of “ the
Fisherman.”

I should have considered all this 23 no more than s sort
of flippant, vain discourse, in which, as in an unsavoury
fume, several persons suffer the spirit of liberty te evaporate,
if it were not plainly in support of the idea, and a part of
the scheme, of “cashiering l:ings for misconduct.” In that
light it is worth some observation.

Kings, in one sense, are undoubtedly the servants of the
poople, becanse their power has no other rational end than

tP.22-24
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that of the general advantage; but it is not true that they
are, In the ordinary sense, (by our constitution at kenst,)
anytitikg like servants; the essence of whose situation igto
obey the cominands of eome other, and to be removable at
plessure. Bot the king of (ireat Britain obeys no other
person ; all other persons are individually, and collectively
too, under him, and owe to him a legal obedience. The law,
which knows neither to flatter nor to insuli, calls this high
magistrate, not our servant, as this humble divine calls
him, but “ owr sovereign Lord the king;” and we, on our
parts, have learned to speak only the primitive language
of the law, and not the confused jargon of iheir Babyloniax
pulpits.

As he is not to obey vs, but as we are to obey the law in
him, our constitution has made no sort of provision towards
rendering him, as & servant, in any degree responsible. Our
eonstitution knows nothing of a magistrate like the Justicia
of Arragon ; nor of any court legally appointed, nor of any
process logally settled, for submitting the king to the respon-
gibility belonging to all servants. In this he is not dis-
tingnished from the Commons and the Lords; who, in their
several public ecapacities, can mever be called to an account
for their conduet ; ulthough the Hevolulion Socicty ehooses
to assert, in direct opposition to one of the wisest and most
beautiful parts of our constitution, that “a king i3 no more
than the first servant of the public, created by it, and re-
sponsible to .7

Il would our ancestors at the Revolution have deserved
their fame for wisdom, if they had found no securiiy for
their freedom, but in rendering their government feeble in
its operations and precarious In its tenure ; if they had been
able to contrive mo better remedy agatust arbiteary power
than civil confusion. Let these gentlemen state who that
representative public is to whom they will aftirm the king, as
a servant, to be responsible. It will be then time enough
for me to preduce to them the positive statute law which
affirms that he ia not.

The ceremony of cashiering kings, of which these pentle-
men talk so much at their ease, can rarely, if ever, be per-
formed without force. It then becomes a care of war, nod
avb of constitution. Lawe are commanded to told their
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tongues amongst arms; snd tribunals fall to the ground
with ¢he peace they are no longer able to uphold. The Re-
volution of 1688 waa cbtained by a just war, in the ofll} case
in which any war, and much more & civil war, can be just.
# Justa bella quibus necessaria.”’ The question of dethroning,
or, if these gentlemen like the phrase Dbetier, “ cashiering
kings,"” will always be, as it has always been, an extraordinary
guestion of state, and wholly out of thelaw ; a question (like
alt other questions of state) of dispositions, and of means, and
of probable consequences, rather than of positive rights. Asit
was not made for common abuses, so it 13 not to be agitated
by common minds. The specnlative Tine of demarcation,
where obedience ought to end, and resistance must begin, is
faint, obacure. and not easily definable. It is not a single act,
or a single event, which deterinines it.  Governments must
be abused and deranged indeed, before it ean be thought of ;
and the prospeet of the future must be us bad as the experience
of the past.  When things are in that lamentable condition,
the nature of the disease is to indicate tho remedy to those
whom nature has qualified to administer in extremities this
critien], ambizuous, bitter potion to #.distcwpered state.
Times, and oceasions, nnd provocagious, will teach their own
lessons. The wise will determiue from the gravity of the
case ; the irritable, from sensibility Lo oppression ; the high-
minded, from disdain and indignation at abusive power in
unworthy hinds ; the brave and bold, from the love of honour.
able danger in a generous ceruse : but, with or without right,
a revolution will be the very last resource of the thinking
and the good. :

The third head of right, asserted by the pulpit of the Qld
Jewry, namely, the “ right to form a government for our-
salves,” Las, at least, as little countenance from anything
done at the Revolution, either in precedent or principle, s
the two first of their cisims, The Revolution was made to
preserve our anciext, indisputable laws and liberties, and that
ancient constitution of government which is our only seeur-
ity for law and liberty. If you are desirous of knowing the
Bpirit of our congtitution, and the policy which predominated
in that great period which has secured it to this hour, pray
look for both in our histories, i our records, in our acts of
parliament, and journals of parliament, and not in the sem
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mivnt of the Old Jewry, and the after-dinner tossts of the
Bevolujion Sociely. In the former yon will find other
idens and another language. Buch a cimim is as ill-suited
to our temper and wishes as it is unsupported by any afrP—
pearance of authority, The very idea of tEe fabrication of &
new gavernment is enough to fill us with disgust and horror.
We wished at the period of the Revolution, and do now
wish, to derive all we posscss as an inkeritance from our fore-
Juthers. Upon that body and stock of inheritance we have
taken care not to inoculate any scion alien to the nature of
the original plant. All the reformations we have hitherto
made have proceeded upon the prineiple of reverence to au-
tiquity; and I hope, nay I am persuaded, that all those
which possibly may be made lereafter, will be carefully
formed upon analogical precedent, anthority, and example.

Our cldest reformation is that of Magna Charta. You
will see that Sir Edward Coke, that preat oracle of our law,
and indeed all the great men who follow him, to Blackstone,'
are industrious to prove the pedigree of our liberties. Thev
endeavour to prove, that the ancient charter, the Magna
Chartn of King John, was connected with unother positive
charter from Ilenry I, and that both the ove and the other
were nothing more than a re-affirmance of the still more
ancient standing law of the kingdoin. In the matter of fact,
for the greater part, these authors appear to be in the right;
perhaps not always; but if the lawyers mistake in some par-
ticulars, it proves my position still the more strongly ; be-
cause it demonstrates the powerful prepossession towards
nntiquity, with which the minds of all cur lowyers and legis-
lators, and of all the people whom they wish to infiuence,
have been always filled; and the stationary policy of thia
kingdomn in congidering their most sacred rights and {ran.
chises as an inkeritance.

In the famous law of the 3rd of Charles 1., called the
Petition of Right, the parlinment says to the king, “ Your
subjects have dnkerited this freedom,” claiming their frau-
chises not on abstract principles “ as the rights of men,” bug
-as the righte of Englishmen, and as a patrimony derived
from their forefathers. Selden, and the other profoundiy
.earned men, who drew this Petition of Right, were e woli

! Bee Blackstone’s Magna Charta, printed at Oxford, 1758,
¥oL il x
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sacquiinted, at least, with all the general theories concerzing
the “rights of men,'” as any of the disconrsers in ourspulpits,:
or on your tribune; full as well as Dr. Price, or as the Abbé
Hieyes. But, for rcasons worthy of that practical wisdom
which superseded their theoretic acience, they preferred this
positive, recorded, hereditary title to all which ean be dear
to the man and the citizen, to that vague speculative right,
which expoesed their sure inheritance to be scrambled for and
torn to pieses by every wild, litigious spirit.

The same policy pervades all the faws which have since
been made for the preservation of our liberties. In the 1st
of William and Mary, in the famous statute, called the
Declaration of Right, the two Houses utter not a syllable of
“ 4w right Lo frame a government for themselves.” You will
see, that their whole care was to secure the religion, lnws,
nnd liberties, that had been long possessed, and had been
lately endangered. * Taking® into their most serious eon-
sideration 1he Jest means for making such an establishment,
that their religion, laws, and liberties might not be in dan-
ger of being again subverted,” they auspieate all their pro-
ceedings, by stating as some of those Dest means, “in the
Jirst place” 1o do * us their ancestors in like cases have usually
lone for vindicating their enecient rights and liberties, to de-
elare;'—aud then they pray the king and queen, “ that it
may Le deelared and enacted, that all end singular the rights
and Yherties asserted and declared, are the true encient and
indubitable rights and liberties of the people of this king-
dom.”

You will observe, that from Magna Charta to the Declara-
tion of Right, it bas been the uniform policy of our constitu-
tion to clanm and assert our liberties, as an entailed inkeritance
derived to vs from our forefathers, and to be transmitted
to our posterity; as an estate speeinlly belonging to the
people of this kingdom, without any reference whatcver to
any other more general or prior right. By this means our
constitution preserves o unity i so great a diversity of
its parts, We have an inheritable crown; an inberitable
peerage; and a llouse of Commons and a people inheriting
privileges, franchises, and liberties, from a qtm.g line of an
0eRlo0T.

V1 W.oand M-
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This policy appears to me to be the result of profouhd re:
- Dectis@; or ratber the happy effeet of following natwre,
which is wisdom witheut reflection, and above it. A gpirit
- of innovation is generally the result of a selfish temper, and
confined views, Prople will not look forward to posterity,
who never look backward to their ancestors., Besides, the
people of Eugland well know, that the idea of inheritance
turnishes a sure prineiple of couservation, and a sure prin-
ciple of transmisston ; without at all excleding a principle of
improvement.  Ttleavesacquisition free; but it secures what
it acquires. Whatever advantages are obtained by a state
proceeding on these maxims, are locked fast as in a sort of
thmily rettlement ; grasped as inn kind of mortmain for ever.
By a constitutional poliey, working afbor the pattern of nature,
we recetve, we hold, we lransmit ocur government and our
privileges, in the sume manner in which we enjoy and trans.
mit our property and our lives.  The institutions of policy,
the goods of fortunc, ihe gitty of providence, are handed down
to us, and from us, in the same course and order. Qur
political system is placed i1 a just correspondence and sym-
metry with the order of the world, and with the mode of ex.
istence decreed to o permanent body composed of transitory
partz; wheeein, by the disposition of a stupendons wisdom,
monlding together the great tnysterious ineorporation of the
human ruce, the whole, at one time, is never old, or middle-
aged, or young, but, in a condition of unchangesble constancy,
moves on through the varied tenor of perpetual decay, fall,
renovation, and progression.  Thus, by preserving the method
of nature in the conduct of the stafe, in what we improve, we
are never wholly new ; in what we retain, we are never wholly
ohsolete. By adhering in this manner and on those principles
to our forcfuthers, we are guided not by the superstéition of
antiquariang, but by the spivit of philesophic analogy. Im
this choive of inheritasce we have given to our frame of
pelity the image of a relation in b]ooﬁ; binding up the con-
gtitution of our country with our dearest domestic ties;
adopting cur fundamenta] laws into the bosom of our family
aflections; keeping inscparable, and cherishing with the
warmth of all their combined and moteally reflected chari-
ties, our state, our hearths, our sepulehres, and our altars.
Through the same plan of 2 conformity to nsture in our
3
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‘artificial institutions, and by ealling in the aid of her unerring
ard powerful mstinets, to fortify the fallible and feeble con-
trivances of our reason, we have derived several other, and
those no small benefits, from considering our liberties in the
light of an inherttance. Always acting as if in the presence
of canonized forefathers, the spirit of treedom, leading in it-
self to misrule and excess, is tempercd with an awful gravity.
This ides of a libersl descent inspires us with a eense of
habitusl native dignity, which prevents that upstart inso-
lence almost inevitably adhering to and disgracing those
who ave the first acquirers of any distinction. By this
means gur liberty becomes a noble freedom. It carries an
2 ' L + ’ -
imposing and majestic aspect. It has a pedigree and illus-
trating ancestors. It has its bearings and its ensigns armorial.
-1t has its gallery of portraits; its monumental inseriptions ;
it8 records, evidences, and titles. 'We procure reverence to
our civil institutions on the principle upen which nature
teaches ue to revere individual men; onaccount of their age,
aud ou account of those from whom they are descended. All
your sophisters cannot produce anything better adapsted to
preserve & rational and manly freedom than the course that
we have ]l)ursued, who have chosen our nature rather than
our speculations, our breasts rather than our inventions, for
the great comservatories and magazines of our rights and
privileges,

You might, if you plensed, have profited of aur example,
and have given to your recovered freedom a correspondent
dignity. Your privileges, thongh discontinued, were not lost
to memory. Your constitution, it is true, whilst you were
out of possession, suffered waste and dilapidation; but you
possessed in some parts the walls, and, in all, the foundations,
of a noble and venerable castle. Yon might have repaired
those walls; you might have built on those old foundations.
Your constitution was suspended before it wns perfected ;
but you had the elements of a constitution very nearly as
good as eould be wished. TIn your old states you possessed
that variety of parts corresponding with the varions deserip-
tions of which your community was happily composed ; you
had all that combination, and all that opposition of interests,
you had that action and counteraction, which, in the patural
and in the political world, from the reciprocal struggle of
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discordant powers, draws out the harmony of the universe..-
Thesé dpposed and conflicting interests, which you considgr-
ed as 80 great a blemish in your old and in cur present con.
stitution, interpose a salutary check to all precipitate resolu-
tions. They render deliberation a matter not of choice, but
of necessity ; they make all change a subject of compromase,
which naturally begets moderation; they produce Zempera-
ments preventing the sore evil of harsh, crude, unqualified
reformations; and rendering all the headlong exertions of
arbitrary power, in the few or in the many, for ever im-

racticable. Through that diversity of members and interests,
general liberty had as many securitics as there were separate
views in the several orders; whilst by pressing down the
whole by the weight of a real monarchy, the separate parts
would have been prevented from warping, and starting from
their allotted places.

You had alf these advantages in your ancient states ; but
you chose to act as if you had never been moulded into civil
society, and had everything to begin anew. You began ill,
because you began by despising everything that belonged to
you. You get up your trade without a eapital. If the last
generstions of your country appeared without much lustre in
your eyes, you might have passed them by, and derived your
alaims from a more early race of ancestors. Under a pions
Eredilection for those ancestors, vour imaginations would

ave realized in them a standard of virtue and wisdom,
beyond the vulgar practice of the hour : and you would have
risen with the example to whose imitation you aspired.
Respecting your forefathers, you would have been taught to
reapect yourselves. You would not have chosen to consider
the French as a people of yesterday, as a nation of low-born
servile wretches until the emancipating year of 1789. In
order to furnish, at the expense of yeur honour, an exeuse to
your apologists here for several enormities of yours, you
would not have been content to be represented as a gang of
Maroon slaves, suddenly brekc loose from the house of
bondage, and therefore to be pardoned for your abuse of the
liberty to which you were not accustomed, and ill fitted.
Would it not, my worthy friend, have been wiser to have you
\thought, what I, for one, always thought you, a generous and
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'galluit nation, long misled to your disadvantage by your high
and romantic sentiments of fidelity, honour, and 16yalty 3
that events had been unfavourable to you, but that you were
not enslaved through avny illiberal or servile dispoesition ;
that in your most devoted submissian, you were actuated by
a principle of public spirit, and that it was your country you
worghipped, in the person of your king ¥ Had you made it to
_ be understood, that in the delusion of this emable error you
" had gone further than your wise ancestors; that yon were
resolved to resume your ancient privileges, whilg you pre-
served the spirit of your ancient and yoeur recent loyalty and
honour: or if, diffident of yourselves, and not clearly dis-
cerning the almost obliterated constitution of your ancestors,
vou had locked to your neighbours in this land, who had
kept alive the aucient principles and models of the old com-
mon law of Europe meliorsted and adapted to its present
state—by Jollowing wise examples you would have given new
- examples of wisdom to the world, You would have rendered
the eause of liberly venerable in the eyes ol every worthy
mind in every pation. You would have shamed despotism
from the earth, by showing that freedom was not only recon-
cilable, but, as when well disciplined it is, auziliary to law,
Youwould have had an unoppressive but a productive revenue,
You would have had a flourishing commerce to feed it. You
would have had a free constitution ; a potent monarchy; a
disciplined army; s reformed und venerated clergy; a
mitigated but epirited nobility, to lead your virtoe, not to
overlay it ; you would have hiad a liberal order of esmmons,
to etnulate and to recruit that vobility ; you would have had
a protected, satisfied, laborious, and obedient people, taught
to seek and to recognise the happiness that is to be found by
virtue in all conditions; in wlnch consists the true moral
equality of maunking, and not in that monstrous fiction, which,
by -inspiring false ideas and vain expectations inte men
destined to travel in the obhscure walk of laborious life, serves
only to agpravate and embitter that real inequality, which it
never can remove; and which the order of eivil life estab-
lishes as much for the benefit ¢f those wham it must leave
in an humbie state, sz those whom it is able to exalt to &
eondition more splendid, but not mere happy. You had s
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smooth and easy career of felicity and glory laid open te you,-
beyon® anything recorded in 1he history of the world; put
gou have shown that difficulty is good fur man,

Compute your gaina: see what is got by those extravagant
and presumptucus speculations which have taught your
leaders to despise all their predecessors, and all their con-
temporaries, and even to despise themselves, until the moment
in which they became truly despieable. By following those
falee lights, France has bought undisguised calamities at a
higher price than any nation has purchased the most une-
%uivocs.l Ylessings! France has bought poverty by crime!

rance has not sacrificed her virtue 1o her interest, but she
has abandoned her iuterest, that she might prostibute her
virtue. All other mnations have begun the fabric of 4 new
government, or the reformation of an old, by establishing
originally, or by enforeing with greater exactness, some rites
or other of religion. All other people have laid the found.
ations of eivil freedom in severer mauners, and a system of «
more austere and masculine morality, Trauce, when she leg
loose the reins of regal authority, doubled the licence of a
ferocious dissoluteness in maoners, and of an insolent irre-
ligion in apinionsz and practices; and has extended through
all ranks of life, as if she were communicating some privilege,
or laying open some secluded benelit, all the unhappy cor-
ruptions that usually were the disease of wealth and power.
This is one of the new principles of equality in ¥rance.

France, by the perfidy of her leaders, bas utterly disgraced
the tone of lenient council in the cabinets of princes, and
dirarmed it of its most potent topics. She has sanctified
the dark, suspicious maxims of tyraonous distrust; and
taught kings to tremble at (what will hereafter be called)
the delusive plausibilitics of moral politiciaus.  Bovereigns
will consider those, who advise them to place an unlimited
confidence in their people, as subverters of their thrones; as
traitors who aim at their destruction, by leading their easy
good-nature, under specious pretences, to admit combinasions
of bold and faithless men into a participation of their power.
This alone (if there were nothing else) is an irreparsble
calamity to you and to mankind. Remember that your
parliament of Paris tcld vour king, that, in calliug the states
together, be had nothing to fear Lut the prodigal excess of
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{heir'genl in providing for the support of the throme. It is
right that these men should hide their heads. It it right
that theﬂ should bear their part in the ruin which their
counsel has broaght oc their sovereign and their country.
Buch sangnine declarations tead to lull authority asleep; to
encourage it rashly to engage in perilons adventures of un-
tried poliey; to neglect those provisions, preparations, and
precautions, which distinguish benevelence from imbecility ;
and without which no men can answer for the salutary effect
of any abstract plan of govertment or of freedom. For want
of these, they have seen the medicine of the state corrupted
into its poison. They have seen the French rebel against a
mild and lawfal monarch, with more fury, outrage, and in-
gult, than ever any people has been known to rise against
the most illegal usurper, or the most sanguinary tyrant.
Their reststance was made to concession; their revolt was
from protection; their blow was aimed at a hand holding
out graces, favours, and immunities,

This was unnatural. The vest i3 in order. They have
found their punishment in theirsuccess. Laws overturned;
tribunals subverted ; industry without vigour ; commerce ex-
piring ; the revenue unpaid, yet the people impoverished; a
church pillaged, and & state not relieved ; civil and military
anarchy made the constitution of the kingdom; everything
human and divine sacrificed to the idol of public credit, and
national bankruptey the consequence ; and, to crown all, the
paper securities of new, precarious, tottering power, the dis-
credited paper securities of impoverished fraud and begpar-
ed rapine, held out as a currency for the support of an em-
pire, 1t hieu of the two great recognised species that represent
the lasting, conventional credit of mankind, which disappear-
ed and hid themselves in the earth from whence they came,
when the principle of property, whose creatures and repro-
sentatives they are, was ?f’stematicail y subverted.

‘Were all these dreadful thinge necessary ? Were they the
inevitsble results of the desperate struggle of determined
patriots, compelled to wade throngh blood and tumult, to the
quiet shore of a tranquil and prospercus liberty 7 No! no-
thing like it. Tbe fresh ruins of France, which shock our
feelings wherever we can furnl our eyes, are not the devasta.
tion of civil war ; they are the sad but instructive monuments
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. of rash ana ignorant connsel in time of profound peace.’
They %% the display of inconsiderate and presumptuous, be-
cause unresisted and irresistible, authority. The persona who
have thus squandered away the precicus treasure of their
crimes, the persona who have made this prodigal and wild
waste of public evils, (the last stake reserved for the ultimate
ransom of the state,) have met in their progress with Little,
or rather with no opposition at all. Their whole march was
more like o triumphal procession, than the progress of a war,
Their pioneers have gone before them, amr demolished and
laid everything level at their feet. Not one drop of their
blood have they shed in the cause of the country they have
ruined. They have made no sncrifices to their projects of
greater consequence than their shoe-buckles, whilst they
were imprisoning their king, murdering their fellow-citizens,
and bathing in tears, and plunging in poverty and distress,
thousands of werthy men and worthy familiea. Their crueity
has not even becn the base result of fear. 1t has been the
effect of their sense of perfect safety, in authorizing treasons,
robberies, rapes, assassinations, slaughters, snd burnings,
throughout their harnssed land. But the canse of ail was
plain from the beginning.

This unforeed choice, this fond election of evil, would ap-
pear perfectly unacesuntable, if we did not consider the com-
position of the National Assembly : I do not mean iis
formal constitution, which, ag it now stands, is exceptionable
enough, but the materials of which, in a great measure, it
is composed, which is «f ten thousand times greater conse.
quence than all the formalities in the world. If we were
to know nothing of this assembly but by its title and func-
tion, no colours could paint to the imagination anyihing
more venerable, In that light the mind of an inquirer, sub-
dued by such an awful imayge as that of the virtue and wis-
dom of a whole people collected into a focus, would pause
and hesitate in concﬁemning things even of the very worst
aspect. Instead of blameable, they would appear only mys.
terious, But no name, no power, no function, no artifieial
institation whatsoever, can make the men of whom any sys-
tem of authority is composed ary other than God, and na-
ture, and education, and thewr habits of life have made ihem.
Capacities beyond these the people have not to give. Virtue
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‘and Wwisdom msy be the cbjects of their choice; but their
cheice confers neither the one npor the other on thode upon
whom they lay their ordaining hands. They have not the
engagement of nature, they have not the promise of revela-
tion, for any such powers.

After 1 had read over the list of the persons and descrip-
tions elected into the Tiers Fiaf, nothing which they after-
wards did could appear astonishing. Among them, indeed,
I saw some of known rank ; seme of shining tulentss but of
any practical experience in the state, not one man was to he
found. The best were only men of .theory. But whatever
the distinguished few may have been, it is the substance and
mass of the body which constitutes its charscter, and must
finally determine it direction. In all bodies, those who will
lead, must also, in & considerable degree, fullow. They must
conform their propositions to the taste, talent, and dispo-
sition, of those whom they wish to eonduet: therefore, it an
assembly is viclously or feebly composed in a very great part
of it, nothing but such a supreme degree of virtue as very
rarely appears in the world, and for that reazon cannot enter
into caleulation, will prevent the men of talent disseminated
through it frem becoming only the expert instruments of
absurd projecta! If, what 1s the more likely event, instead of
that unusual degree of virtue, they should be actuated by
sinister ambition, and a lust of meretricious glory, then the
feeble part of the assembly, to whom at first they conform,
becomes in its turn the dupe and instroment of their de-
signs. In this political trafhe, the leaders will be obliged to
bow to the ignorance of their followers, and the foliowers to
become subservient to the worst designs of their leaders.

T'o secure any degree of sobriety in the propositions made
by the lenders in any public assembly, they ought to respect,
in some degree perhaps to fenr, those whom they conduct,
To be led any otherwise thun blindly, the followers must be
qualified, if not for actors, at least for judges; they must
alsc be judges of natural weight and authority. Nothing
can secure o steady and mederate conduet in such assemblies,
but that the body of them should be respectably composed,
in point of condition in life, of Iiermunent E»roperty, of edu-

cation, and of such habits as enlarge and liberalize the upe
derstanding.
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In the calling of the states-general of Franee, thes firat.:
thing*that struck me, was a great departure from the ancignt
course. I found the representation for the third estate coms-
posed of six hundred persons. They were equal in number
to the representatives of both the other orders. If the orders
were to act separately, the number would not, beyond the con.
sideration of the expense, be of much momeni. But when
:t became apparent that the three orders were to be melted
down into one, the policy and necessary effect of this nnmer-
ous representation beeame obvious. A very small desertion
from either of the other two orders must throw the power of
both into the hands of the third. In fact, the whole power
of the state was soon resolved into that body. Its dne compo-
sition became therefore of infinitely the greater importance.
Judge, Sir, of my surprise, when I found that a very
great progurtion of the assembly (a majority, 1 believe, of
the members who attended) was composed of practition-
ers 1o the law. Tt was composed, not of distinguished
magistrates, who had given pledges to their country of their
seienee, prudence, and integrity ; not of leading advocates,
the glery of the bar; not of renowned professors in univer-
sitics ;—but for the far greater part, as it must in such a
number, of the jnterior, unlearved, mechanical, merely instru-
mental members of the profession.  There were distinguished
exceptions ; but the general composition was of obscure pro-
vineial advocates, of stewards of petty local jurisdictions,
country attornies, notarics, and the whole train of the min-
isters of munieipal hitigation, the fomenters and conductors
of the petty war of village vexation. Irom the moment I
read the list, I saw distinctly, and very nearly as it has hap-
pened, all that was to follow.
! 'Fhe degree of estimation in which any profession is held
‘becomes the standard of the estimation in which the pro-
sfessors hold themselves. Whatever the personal merits of
many individual lawyers might have been, and in many it was
undoubtedly very considerable, in that military kingdom no
{):I.l’b of the profession had been much regarded, exeept the
righest of all, who often united to their professional oflices
great family splendour, and were invested with great power
and suthority., These certainly were highly respected, and
even with no small degree of awe. The next rank was not
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-.muck esteemed ; the mechanical part was in a very low de-
gree of repute. Go

Whenever the supreme anthority is vested in a body so
eomposed, it must evidently produce the consequences: of
supreme authority placed in the hands of men not taught
ha ituallgr to reapect themselvea; who had no previons for.
tune in character at stake; who could not be expeeted to bear
with moderation, or to conduct with diseretion, a power,
which they themselves, more than any others, must be sur-
prised to find in their hands. Who could flatter himself
that these men, suddenly, and, as it were, by enchantment,
snatched from the humblest rank of subordivation, would
not be intoxzicated with their unprepared greatness? Who
could econceive that men, who are habitually meddling, daring,
subtle, active, of litigious dispositions and unguiet winda
would easily fall back into their old condition of obscure
contention, and laborious, low, and unprofitable chicane ?
Who could doubt but that, at any expense to the state, of
which they understood nothing, they must pursuo their pri-
vate interests which they understood but too well? It was
net an event depending on chance, or contingency. It was
inevitable ; it was necessary; it was planted in the nature
of things. They must jein (it their capacity did not per-
mit them to lead) in any project which could procurc
to them a litigious constifution ; which conld lay open to
them those innumerable lucrative jobs, which follow in the
train of all great convulsions and revolutions in the state, and
particularly in all great and violent permutations of pro-

rty. Was it to be expected that they would atiend to the
etability of property, whose existence had always depended
upon whatever rendered property questionuble, ambiguous,
and insecure 7 Thetr objects would be enlarged with their
elevation, but their disposition and habits, and mode of ae-
osomplishing their designs, must remain the same.

Well! but these men were to be tempered aud restrained
by other deseriptions, of more sober and move enlarged un-
derstandings. Were they then to be awed by the super-
eminent authority and awful dignity of a handful of eoun-
try clowns, who have seats in that assembly, some of whom
are said not to be able to read and write ? und by not a
greater number of traders, who, though somewhat more in-
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structed, and morz conepicuous m the crder of society; had,
neveg gnown anything beyond their counting-house. No!
both these descriptions were more formed to be overborne
and swayed by the intrigues and artifices of lawyers, than
to become thewr counterpoise. With such a dangerous dis-
Proportiuu, the whole must needs be governed by them.
Lo the facuity of law was joined a pretty considerable pro-
portion of the faculty of medicine. This faculty had nof,
any more than that of the Jaw, possessed in Franee ite
just estimation. Its professors, therefore, st have the
ualities of men not habituated to sentiments of dignity.
flli'»ut supposing they had ranked as they ought to de, and ae
with us they do actually, the sides of sick beds are not the
academies for forming stutesmen and legislators.  Then came
the dealers it stocks and funds, who must be eager, at any
expense, to change their ideal paper wealth for the more solid
substance of land. 7o these were joined men of other de-
geriptions, from whom as littls kuewledee of, or attention to,
the interests of a great state was 1o be cxpected, and as
little regard to the stability of any institution ; men formed
to be mstruments, not contrels. Buch in general was the
composition of the Tiers Efat in the National Assembly; in
which was scarcely to be perceived the slightest traces of
what we call the nutural landed interest of the ecuntry.

. We know that the British House of Commons, without
shutting its deors to any meril in any class, is, by the sure
operation of adequate caures, filled with everything illustri-
oug in rank, in descent, in hereditary and in acquired opu.
lence, in cultivated talents, in wilitary, eivil, naval, and
politic distinction, that the country can aflord. But sup-
posing, what hardly can be supposed as a case, that the House
of Commeons should be composed in the same manner with
the Tiere Etat in France, would this dominion of chirane be
borne with patience, or even conceived without horrer ? God
forbid T should insinuate anything derogatory to that pre.
fession, which is another priesthood, administrating the righta
of sacred justice. But whilst T revere men in the functions
which belong to them, and would do as much as one man can
do to prevent their exclusion from any, I cannot, to flatter
them, give the lie to nature. They are good and usefnl in
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, the composition; they must be m:schievous if they prepon.
"derate s0 as virtually to become the whole. Their ¢ery er-
ceilence in their peculiar functions may be far from a qualifie
cation for others. It cannot escape observation, that when
men are too mnuch confined to professional and faculty habits,
and a8 it were inveterate in the recurrent employment of
that narrow circle, they are rather disabled than qualified for
whatever depends on the knowledge of mankind, on experi.
ence in mixed affairs, on a comprehensive, connected view of
the varipus, complicated, external and internal interests,
which go to the formation of that multifurious thing called
a state,

After all, if the Houre of Commaons were to have a wholly
professional and faculty composition, what is the power of
the House of Commous, cireumseribed and shut in by the
immoveable barriers of laws, usazes, positive rules of doctrine
and practice, counterpoised by the House of Lords, aud every
moment of 1ts existence at the diserction of the crown to
continue, prorogue, or dissolve us ¥ The power of the House
of Commons, direct or indirect, s indved great; and long
may it be able to preserve its grentuess, and the spirit be-
longing to true greatness, at the full; and it will do so, as
long as it can kevp the breakers of law in India from be
coming the makers of law fur England.  The power, how-
ever, of the House of Commons, when least diminished, s
a3 # drop of water in the oeean, compared to that residing
in a settled majority of your National Assembly. That as-
sembly, since the destruetion of the orders, hay no funda.
mental law, ne strict convention, no respeeted wsage to re-
strain it. Instead of finding themsclves obliged to conform
to a fixed conatitution, they have a power to make a constitu-
tion which shall confurm to their designs, Nothing in hea-
ven or upon earth eau serve as a control on them. What
ought to be the heads, the hearts, the dispositions, that are
qualified, or that dare, not only to make laws under a fized
constitution, but at one heat to strike out a totally new cou-
stitution for a great kingdom, and in every part of it, from
the monarch on the throne to the vestry of o parish ? But—
:{aoh rush in where angels fear to tread” 1n such a state

unbounded power for undefined and urdefinable purposes,
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the evil of a moral and almost physical inaptitude of thefnan .
to the function must be the grestest we can conceive to
Lappen in the management of hiuman affairs.

ﬂ? aving considered the composition of the third estate aa
it stood 1n its original frame, 1 took a view of the represents
atives of the clergy. There too it appeared, that full as
little regard was had to the general security of property, ot
to the aptitude of the dtpuhcs for their public purposes, in
the prineciples of their election. That election was so cons
trived, a3 to send a very large proportion of mere country
curates to the preat and arduous work of new-modelling a
piate; men who never had scen the state so wuch &s ina

icture; men who knew nothing of the world beyond the
bounds of an chscure village; who, immersed in hopeless
poverty, could regard all property, whether seeular or eccles
sigatical, with no other eye than that of envy ; among whom
must be many who, for the smallest hope of the meanest
dividend in plundm would readily join in any attempts upon
s body of wealth, in which they conld hardly Jook to have
any share, exeept fua gencral seramble.  Instead of balancing
the power of the setive chicaners in the other assembly,
these curates must neeessarily become the active coadjutors,
or at best the passive instruments, of those by whom they
had bern habitually guided in their petty village concerns.
They too could hardly be the most conseientious of their
kind, who presuming upon their incompetent understanding,
vould intrigue for a trust which led them from their natural
relation to their Aocks, and their natural spheres of action, to
undertake the regeneration of kingdoms. This preponder-
ating weight, hemg added to the force of the body of chicane
in the Tiers EKtut, completed that momentum of ignorance,
rashness, presumption, and Just of plunder, which nothing
has beeu able to resist.

To chserving men it must have appeared from the begin-
ning, thut the majority of the Third Estate, in conjynction
wit such a deputation from the elergy as 1 hive described,
whust it pursuced the destruetion of the nobility, wonld in.
evitably become subservient to the worst designs of indi-
viduals in that elass, In the spoil and humiliation of their
own order these individuals would possess a sure fund for
the pay of their new followers. To equander away the
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otjects which made the happiness of their fe. ;) o o1 be
to them no sacrifice at all. rbulent, disconiey /og tren of
quality, in proportion as they arc puffed up wh ™"l oo a1
pride and arrogance, generally despise their own or e}') One
of the firat symptoms they discover of a selfish Y 4 ia.
chjevous ambition, is n profligate disregard of «f ™ 4; nity
whivh they partake with others. To be attached to thegaub-
division, to love the little platoon we belong to in '\society
is the first principle (the germ as it were) of publicaffeq ¢ .0
1t is the first lin}: in the series by which we praceed towa,rda
& love to our country, and to mankind. The interest of 4pqe
portion of social arrangement is a trust in the hands ot ~ ;)3
those who compose it; and as none bt bad men woul
justify it in abuse, nous but traitors would barter it away foF .
their own personal advantage.

There were in the time of our eivil troubles in England,
(I do not know whether you have auy such in your assembly
in Franee,) several persons, like the then Earl of Holland,
who by themsclves or their families had brought an odium
on the throne, by the prodigal dispensation of its bounties
towards them, who afterwards joined in the rebellions arising
from the discoutents of which they were themselves the
enusc; men who helped to subvert that throne to which they
owed, some of them, their existence, others all that power
which they employed to ruin their benefactor. It any
bounds are set to the rapacions demands of that sort of
people, or that others are permitted to partake in the objects
they would engross, revenge and envy soon fill up the craving
void that is lett in their avarice. Confounded by the com-
plication of distempered passions, their reason is disturbed;
their views become vast and perplezed; to others inex-

licable ; to themselves uncertain. They find, on all sides,

sunds to their unprineipled ambition in any fixed order of
things. Butin the fog and haze of eonfusion all is enlarged,
and appears without any lhuit.

‘When men of rank sacrifice all ideas of dignity to an
ambition without a distinet object, and work with low instru-
ments and for low ends, the whole composition becomes low
and base. Does not something like this now appesr in
France? Does it not produce something ignoble and in-
glorious ¥ a kind of mesnness in all the prevalent policy P a
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tendency in all that ie doue to lower glong with individials
all the, dignity and importance of the state? Other revolu-
tions have been conducted by persons, who, whilst th
attempted or affected changes in the commonwealth, sancti.
fied their ambition by advancing the dignity of the people
whose peace they troubled. They had long views. They
simed at the rule, not at the destruction, of their country.
They were men of great civil and great military talents, and
if the terror, the ornament of their age. They were not
like Jew brokers, contending with each other who could best
remedy with fraudulent eirculation and depreciated paper the
wretchedness and ruin brought on their country by their
degenerate councils. The compliment made to' one of the

" great bad men of the old stamp (Cromwell) by his kinsman,
a favourite poet of that time, shows what it was he propozed,
snd what indeed to 2 great degree he accomplished, in the
success of his ambition ;

# 8till sz you rise, the stnfe exalted too,
Finds po distemper whilst "tis changed by you ;
Changed like the world's great scene, when without noise
The rising snn night’s vuigar lights destroys.”

These disturbers were not so much like men nsurping
power, a8 ssserting their natural place in society, Their
rising was to ilinminate and beautify the world. Their con-
queat over their competitors was by outshining them. The
hand that, like & destroying angel, smote the country, con-
wunicated to it the force and energy under which it suffered.
1 do not say, (God forbid,) 1 do not say, that the virtues of
such men were to be taken a8 8 balance to their erimes: but
they were some corrective to their effeets.  Such was, as 1
szid, our Cromwell. Buch were your whole race of Guises,
(oudés, and Colignis. Such the Ricleliens, who in more
quiet times acted in the pirit of a civil war, Buch, as better
men, and in a less dubious eanse, were your Henry the
Yourth and your Sully, though nursed in civil confusions,
and not wholly without some of their taint. It is a thing
to be wondered at, to see how very soon France, when she
had a moment to respire, recovered nod emerged from the
longest and most drendful civil war that ever was known in

ny nation. Why ¢ Because among all their rassacres, {hes
voL, L» ¥
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Lad. not slain the mind in their country. A conscious digs
njty, a voble pride, a generoun sense of glory and emulation,
was not extinguished.  On the contrary, it was kindled and
inflamed. The organs also of the state, however shattered,
existed. All the prizes of honour and virtue, all the rewards,
all the distinctions remsined. But your liresent confusion,
like a palsy, has attacked the fountain of life itself. Every
person in your country, in a situation to be actuated by a
principle of honour, is disgraced and degraded, and can en-
tertain no sensation of life, except in 2 mortified and humi-
linted indignation. But this generation will guickly pass
awny, The next generation of the nobility will resemble the
artiticers and elowng, oud money-jobbers, usurers, and Jews,
who will be alwaya their fellows, sometimes their masters.
Believe me, Sir, the ‘e who attempt to level, never equalise,
In ali sucieties, cony. \ing of various deseriptions of atizens,
some descripbion mnusi be uppermost. The levellers there-
fore only change and pervert the natural order of things;:
they load the edifice of society, by setting up in the air what
the solidity of the structure requires to be on the ground.
The association of tailora and carpenters, of which the re-
public (of Paris, for instance) is composed, cannot be equal
to the situation, into which, by the worst of usurpations, an
usurpation on the prerogatives of nature, yon attempt to
force them.

The Chancellor of France at the opening of the states,
said, in a tone of oratorical flourish, that all occcupations
were honourable. If he meant only, that no honest employ-
ment was disgraceful, he would not have gone beyond the
truth. But in asserting that anything is honourable, we
imply some distinction in ita favour. The occupation of
a hair-dresser, gr of 8 working tallow-chandler, cannot be a
matter of ‘hobour to any person—to say nething of s num-
ber of other more servile employments. Such descriptions
of men ought not to suffer oppression from the state; but
the state suffers oppression, it such as they, either indivi-
duslly or ecollectively, are permitted to rule. In this you
think you are combating prejudice, but you are at war with
nature.!

1'Ecelesiasticus, chap, xxxviii. vorse 24, 25, ** The wisdom of a learned
mau cameth by opporiunity of leisure: and he that hath little busitsms
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I do pot, my dear Sir, conceive you to be of that sophis--
tical, tdptious spirit, or of that uncandid dulness, as to re-
uire, for every genera! observation or sentiment, an explicit
etail of the correctives and exceptions, which reason wiii
presume to be included in all the general propositions which
come from reasonable men. You do not imagme, that I wish
to confine power, authority, and distinction to blood, and
names, and titles, No, 8ir. There is no gqualification for
%ovemment but virtue and wisdom, actual or presumptive,
Wherever they are actually found, they have, in whatever
state, condition, profession, or trade, the passport of Heaven
to human place and honour. Woe to the country which
would madly and impiously reject the service of the talents
and virtues, civil, military, or religious, that are given to
grace and to serve it ; and would eendemn to obscurity every-
thing formed to diffuse lustre and glory around astate! Woe
to that country too, that, passing intc the opposite extreme,
eonsiders n low education, a mean contracted view of things,
& sordid, mercenary occupation, as a preferable title to can-
mand! Everything ought to be open; but not indifferently
to every man. No rotation; no appointment by lot; no
mode of election operating in the spirit of sortiticn, or rota-
tion, can be gererally good in a government conversant in
extensive objects. Because they have no tendeney, direct or
indirect, to select the man with a view to the duty, or to ac-
commeodate the one to the other. 1 do not hesitate to say,
that the road to etninence and power, from obacure condition,
onght not to be made too easy, nor a thing too much ot
course. 1f rare werit be the rarest of all rare things, it
ought to pass through some sort of probation. The temple

shgll become wisc.”—* How can he get wisdem that holdeih the plough,
and that glorieth in the goud ; that driveth oxen ; and is vccupied in their
Inbours ; and whose talk is of bullocka ?

Ver. 27. *Bo every carpenter and work-masier that laboureth night
and day,” &c.

Ver, 33, “ They shall not be sought for in public counsel, nor st high
in the congregation : they shall not sit on the judge's seat, nor understand
the sentence of judgment ; they cannot declare justice and judgment, and
they shall not be found where parables are spoken.”

Ver. 34 " But they will maintain the state of the world,” -

I do not determine whether Lhis book be canonical, as thy Galican
church (till lately) has considered it, or apoeryphal, as here it is taken. 1
afu pure it containd a great deal of sense and trath,

Y 4
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+of hobour ought to be seated on an eminemce, If it be
opened through virtue, let it be remembered too, that virtue
is never tried but by some dificulty and some struggle.

Nothing is & due and adequate representation of a state,
that does not represent its ability, as well as its property.
But as ability is a vigorous and active principle, and as pro-
perty is sluggish, inert, and timid, it mever ean be safe from
the invazions of ability, unless it be, out of all proportion,
predominant in the representation. It must be represented
too in great masses of aceumulation, or it is not rightly pro-
tected. The characteristic essence of property, formed out
of the combined principles of its acquisition and conservation,
13 to be uwnegual. The great masses therefore which exeite
envy, and lewpt rapacity, must be put out of the possibility
of danger. Then they form a natural rampart about the
lesser properties in all their gradations. The same qpantity
of property, which is by the natural course of things divided
among many, has not the sume operation. lte defensive
power iz weakened as it is diffused. In this diffusion each
man’s portion iz less than what, in the eagerness of his desires,
he may flatter himselt to obtain by dissipating the aceumula-
tions of others. The plunder of the few would indeed give
but a share inconceivably small in the distribution to the
mapy. But the many are not capable of making this calcu-
lation ; and those who lead them to rapine never intend this
distribution.

The power of perpetuating our property in our families is
one of the most valuable and interesting circumstances be.
longing to it,and that which tends the most to the perpetua-
tion of society itself. It mukes our weakness subservient to
gur virtue; it grafts benevolence even upon avarice. The
pousessors of family wealth, and of the distinetion which at-
tends hereditary possession, (as most concerned in it,) are
the natural securities for this transmission. With us the
House of Peers is formed upon this principle. It iz wholly
composed of hereditary property sud bereditary distinetion;
and made therefore the third of the legislature; and, in the
last event, the sole judge of all property in all its subdivisions,
The House of Commons too, though not necessarily, yet in
fact, is always s0 composed, in the far greater part. Lew
suose large proprietors be what they will, and they have



REVOLUTION IN FRANCE, "
the r chance of being amongst the best, they are, at the very’
worsl, the ballast in the vessel of the commonwealtk. For
though hereditary wealth, and the rank which goes with it,
are too much idolized by creeping sycophants, aud the blind,
abject admirers of power, they are too rashly slighted in
shallow speculations of the petulant, assuming, short-sighted
coxcombs of philesophy. Bome decent, regulated pre-emi-
nence, some preference (not exelusive appropriation) given
to birth, is neither unnatural, nor unjust, nor impolitie,

It i said, that twenty-four millions ought to prevail over
two hundred thousand. True; if the constitution of a king-
dom be a problem of arvithmetic. This sort of discourse does
well enough with the lamp-post for its second: to men who
may reason cahnly, it is ridieulons. The will of the many,
and their interest, must very often differ; and great will be
the difference when they make an evil cholce. A government
of five hundred country attornies and cbscure curates is not

od for twenty-four millious of men, though it were chosen

y eight and forty millions; nor is it the hetter for being
guided by a dozen of persony of quality, who have betrayed
their trust in order to obtain that power. At present, you
seem i everything to have strayed out of the Eigh road of
oature. The property of France does not govern it. Of
course property is destroved, and rational liberty has no ex-
istence.  All you have gat for the present is a paper cireula-
ticn, and a stock-jobbing constitution: and, as to the future,
do you seriously think that the territory of France, upon
the republican system of ecighty-three independent mwuni-
cipalities, (to say nothing of the parts that compose them,)
can ever be governed a« one body, or can ever be set in mo-
tion by the impulse of one mind?  When the National As-
sembly has completed its work, it will have accomplished its
ruin. These commonwealths will not long hear a state of sub-
jection to the republic of Paris. They will not bear that this
one body should monopolize the captivity of the king, and
the dominion over the assembly calling iteelf national. Each
will keep its own portion of the spoil of the church to iteelt’;
and it will not sufter either that spoil, or the more just fruits
of their industry, or the natural produce of their aoil, to be
sent to swell the insolence, or pamper the “uxury, of the me-
chanics of Paris. In this they will see none of the equaiity,
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"*ander the pretence of which they have been tempted to throw
off their silepiance to their sovereign, as well as the Micieut
constitution of their country. There ean be no capital city
in such & constitution as they have lately made. Thay
have forgot, that when they framed democratic governmenta,
they had virfually dismembered their country. The person,
whom they persevere in calling king, has not power left to
him by the hundredth part sufficient to hold together this
collection of republics. The republic of Paris will enden-
vour indeed to complete the dcbauchery of the army, and
illegally o perpetuate the assvinbly, without resort to its
constituents, as the means of continuing its despotism. It
will make efforts, by becoming the heart of a boundiees
paper circulation, to deaw everything to itself; but in
vain, All this poliey in the end will appear za feeble as it
is now violent.

If this be your actual situation, compared to the situation
to which you were called, as it were by the voice of God and
man, I cannot find it in my heart to congratulate you on
the choice you have made, or the success which has attended
vour endeavours. I can as little recommend to any other
nation a conduct grounded on such priuciples, and produce-
tive of such effects. That I must leave to those who can
see farther into your affairs than I am able to do, and who
best know- how far your actions are favourable to theirdesigns.
The gentlemen of the Revolution Society, who were so early
in their congratulations, appear to be strongly of opinion
that there is sowe scheme of politics relative to this country,
in which your proceedings may, in some way, be useful. For
your Dr. Price, who seems to have Bpecul};.ted himself into
no small degree of fervour upon this subject, addreases his
auditory in the following very remarkable words: “ T cannot
conclude without recalling particularly to your recollection
a consideration which I have more than once alluded to, and
which probably your thoughts have been all along anticipating ;
a consideration with which my mind iz impressed more than 1
can express. 1 mean the consideration of the favonrablenesy
of the present times to all exertions in the cause of Liberty.”

It is plain that the mind of this political preacher was ab
the time big with some extraordinary design; and it is very
probable that the thoughta of his andience, who nunderstond
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him better than I do, did all along run before him in his
ra?:gtib , nd in the whole train of cotisequences to which
it led, :
Before I read that sermon, I really thought I had lived in
a free country ; and it was an error 1 cherished, because it
gave mo a greater Liking to the country I lived in. I was
1ndeed aware, that a jealous, ever-waking vigilanee, to guard
the treasure of our liberty, not only from invasion, but
from decay and corruption, was our hest wisdom, and our
first duty. However, I constdered that treasure rather as a
voesession to be secured, than as a prize to be contended for.
T did not discern how the present time came to be so very
favourable to all exertions in the cause of freedom. The
present time differs from any other only by the circum-
stance of what is doing in TFrance. If the example of that
nation is to have an influence on this, I can easily conceive
why some of their proceedings which bave an unpleasant
agpect, and are not guite reconeilable to humanity, generosity,
good faith, and justice, are palliated with so much milk
good-nature towards the actors, and borme with so much
heroic fortitude towards the sufferers. It is certainly not
Frudent. to discredit the suthority of an ezample we mean to
ollow. But allowing this, we are led to a very natural ques--
tion ;—What is that cause of liberty, and what are those ex-
ertions in its favour, to which the example of France is so
singularly auspicious # Is our monarchy to be annihilated,
with all the laws, all the tribunals, and al{ the ancient corpor-
ationa of the kingdom ? 1s every lund-mark of the country
to be done away in favour of a geometrical and arithmetical
constitution P Is the Houee of Lords to be voted useless P
Ia episcopacy to be abolished ? Are the church lands to be
sold to Jews and jobbers; or given to bribe new-invented
municipa}l republics into a participation in eacrilege? Are
nll the tazes to be voted gricvances, and the revenue reduced
to & patriotic contribution, or patriotic presents ! Are silver
shoe-buckles to be substituted in the place of the land tax
and the malt tax, for the support of the naval strength of
this kingdom P Are all orders, ranks, and distinctions to be
confounded, that out of universal anarchy, jeined to national
bankruptey, throe or four thousand democracies should be
formed inbo eighty-three, and that they may all, by some
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- sort of unknown attractive power, be orgenized info oneP
For this great end is the army to be seduced from 1t8 disei-
plive and its fidelity, first by every kind of debauchery, and
then by the terrible precedent of a donative in the increase
of pay? Are the curates to be seduced from their hishops,
by ﬁzlding out to them the delusive bope of & dole out of
the epoils of their own order ? Are the citizens of London to
be drawn from their allegiance by feeding them at the ex-
pense of their fellow-subjecta? Is a compuisory paper cur-
rency to be substituted in the place of the legal coin of this
kingdom ? Ie what remains of the plundered stock of public
revenue to be employed in the wild project of maintaining
two armies to watch over and to fight with each other 7 1t
these are the ends and means of the Revolution Hociety, I
admit they are well zssorted ; and France may furnish them
for both with precedents in point.

I see that your example is held out to shame us. 1 know
that we are supposed a dull, sluggish race, rendered passive
by finding cur mtustion tolerable, and prevented by s medi-
ocrity of freedom from ever attaining to its full perfection.
Your leaders in France began by affecting to admire, almont
to adore, the Britich constitution; but as they advanced,
they came to look upon it with s severeign contempt. The
friends of your Nationsl Assembly amongst us have full as
mean sn opinion of what was formerly thought the glory ot
their country. The Revolution Society has discovered that
the English nation is not free. They are convinced that the
inequality in our representation is a ¥ defect in our consti-
tution so gross and Palpabﬂe, a8 to make it excellent chiefly
in form and fheory.” ! That a representation in the legis
lature of & kingdom is not only the basis of all constitutional
liberty in it, but of “ all legitimate government ; that without
it a government ia nothing but an weurpation ;' —that “ when
the representation is partial, the kingdom poesesses liberty
only partislly ; and if extremely partisl, it gives only a sema
blamcs; and if not only extremely partial, but corruptly
chosen, it becomen a nuizance.” Dr. Briee considera this ine
adequacy of representation as our fundamental gricvancs;
and though, aa to the corruption of this semblance of repre
sunfation, he hopes it is not yet arrived to is full perfection

! Discourse on the Love of oaur Country, 3rd dit. p. 39,
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of depravity, he fears tist “ nothing will be done towards"

gainthg for us this essential blessing, until some great absuse
¢f power ngain provokes our resentment, or some great colams
#y again alarme our fears, or perhaps till the acquisition of
a pure and equal representation by cther countries, whilst we
are mocked with the shadew, kindles our shame,” To this he
subjoins a note in these words: “ A representation chosen
chiefly by the treasury, and a few thousandy of the dregs of
the people, who are generally paid for their votes,”

Y}‘))u will emile here at the consistency of those democra-
tists, who, when they are not on their guard, treat the hum.
bler part of the community with the greatest contempt,
whilet, at the same time, they pretend to make them the de-
positories of all power. It would require a long discourse
to point cut to you the many fallacies thot turk in the gener-
ality and equivocal nature of the terms “ inadequate repre-
sentation.” 1 shail only say bere, in justice to that old-
fushioned constitution, under which we have long prospered,
that our representation has been found perfectly adequate
to pll the purposes for which a representation of the people
cun be desired or devised. I defy the enemies of our consti-
tution to show the contrary. To detail the particulars in
which it is found so well to promote its ends, would demand
n treatise on onr practical constitution, I state here the
doctrine of the Revolutionists, only that you and others may
see what an opinion these gentlemen entertain of the con-
stitution of their country, and why they seem to think that
some great abuse of power, or some great calamity, as giving
a chance for the blessing of a constitution according to their
ideas, would be much palliated to their feelings; you see
tohy they are so much epamoured of your fair and equal
representation, which being onece ohtained, the same effects
might follow. You see they consider our House of Commons
ag only “ a gemblance,” “a form,” *“ a theory,” “a shadow,” “a
mockery,” perhaps “a nuizance.”

These gentlemen value themselves on being systematie;
and not without resson. They must therefore look on this
gross and palpable defect of representation, this fundamental

ievance, (80 they call it} as a thing not only vicious in
teelf, but as rendering our whole government absolutely
sllegitimate, and not at ail better than a downright; weurpation
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- Another revolution, to get rid 3f ts ‘negitimate and renrped
government, would of course be perfectly {'ustiﬁnbie, if not
absolutely necessary. Indeed their principle, if you observe
it with auy attention, goes much further than fo an aitera-
tion in the election of the House of Commona; for, if popuiar
representation, or choice, is necessary to the legitimacy of all
government, the House of Lords is, at one stroke, bastardized
and corrupted in bloed. That House is no representative of
the people at all, even in “ semblance or in ferm.”* The caze
of the erown is altogether as bad. In vain the crown may
endeavour to* sereen itself against these gentlemen by the
authority of the establishment made on the Revolution.
The Revolution which is resorted to for a title, on their
syatem, wants a title itself, The Revolution is built, ac-
cording to their theory, upon a basis not more solid than our
present formalities, as it was made by n House of Lords, not
representing any one but themselves; and by o House of
Commons exactly such as the preseut, that is, ns they term
it, by a mere “ shadow and mockery " of representation.

Something they must destroy, or they seem to themselvar
to exist for no purpose.  One set is for destroying the civil
power through the eeclesinatical; another, for demolishing the
ecclesiastic through the civil. They are aware that the worst
consequences might happen to the publie in aceomplishing
this double ruin of church and state; but they are so heated
with their theories, that they give more than hints, that this
ruin, with all the mischiefus that must lead to it and attend
it, and which to themselves appear quite certain, would not
be unacceptable to them, or very remote from their wishes.
A man amongst them of great authority, and certainly of
greset talents, spesking of a supposed alliance between church
and state, says, “ perhaps we must waif for the fall of the civi?

owers before this most unnatural alliance be broken. Ca.
amitons no doubt will that time be. But what convulsior
in the politicai world ought to be a snbjeet of lamentation,
it it be attended with eo desirable an effect ? "' You see with
what a steady eye these gentlemen are prepared to view the
greatest calamities which can befull their country.

it i no wonder therefore, that with these ideas of every-
thing in their constitution and government at home, either
in ehurch or state, as illegitimate and usurped, or at hest an
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a vain, mockery, they look sbroad with an eager and nﬁms--'
songtd entbugigam, Whilst they are possessed by these
notions, it is vain to talk to them of the practive of their
ancestors, the fundmuentsl lawe of their country, the fixed
form of & constitution, whose merits sre confirmed by the
solid test of long experience, and an increasing publie
strength and national prosperity. They despise experience
as the wisdow of unlettereg men ; and as for the rest, they
have wrought under-ground a mine that will blow up, at one
grand expiosion, all examples of antiquity, all precedents,
charters, and acte of parliament. They have “the rights of
men.”  Against these there can be no prescription; against
these no agreement is binding : these admit no temperament,
and no compromise: anything withheld from their full de.
mand is 80 much of fraud and injustice. Agninst these their
rights of men let no government lock for security in the
length of its continuance, or in the justice and lenity of its
administration. The objections of these speculatists, if its
forms do not quadrate with their theories, are as valid against
such an old and bencficent government, as against the most
viglent tyranny, or the greenest usurpation. They are always
at issue with governments, not on a question of abuse, but a
question of competency, and a question of title. I have no-
thing to say to the clumsy subtiliy of their political meta-
vhysics. Let them be their amusement in the schools.—
“1la se jactet in aulu— Folus, et clauso ventorum carcere
regnet.”—But let themn not break prison to burst like a
Levanter, to sweep the earth with their hurricane, and to
break up the fountaina of the great deep to overwhelm us.
Far am I from denying in theory, full as far is my heart
from withholding in practice, (if I were of power to give ar
to withhold,)} the rea! rights of men. In denying their false
claims of right, I do not mean to injure those which are real,
and are such as their pretended rig[!lts would totally destray,
If civil society be made for the advantage of man, all the
sdvantages fur which it is made become his right. Tt is an
institution of beneficence ; and law itself is only beneficence
acting by a rule. Men have a right to live Tag that rule;
they ghtwe a might te do justice, as between their fellows,
whether their {ellows are in public function or in ordinary
occupation, They have a right to the fruits of their industry ;
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“aand to the means of making their industry fruitfuly They
have a right to the scquimitions of their parents; to the
nourishment and improvement of their offspring ; to instroe-
tion in life, and to coosolation in death, "Whatever each
man can aepamteiy do, without trespassing upon others, he
has a right to do for himself; and he has a right to a fair
portion of all which society, with all its combinations of skill
and force, can da in his favour. In this partnership all men
have equal rights; bul net to equal things. He that has
but five ehillings in the partnership, has as good a right to
it, as he that has five hundred pounds has to his larger pro-
portion. Buf he has not & right to an equal dividend in the
product of the joint stock; and as to the share of power,
authority, and tirectin which each individust ought to have
in the management of the ptate, that I must deny to be
amonget the direct original rights of man in civil soctety
for I have in my contemplation the eivil social man, and no
other. It is a thing to be settled by convention.

I civil society be the offapring of convention, that econ-
vention must be its law. Tﬁat convention must limit and
modify all the descripbions of constitution which are formed
under it. Every sort of legislative, judicial, or executory
power sre its creatures. They can have no being in any
other state of things; and how can any man claim under the
conventions of ewvil society, righta which do not 8o much as
suppose its existence? rights which are absclutely repug.
nant to it? One of the first motives to civil society, and
which becomes one of its fundamental rules, is, kot no man
should be judge in his own cause. By this each person has at
onee divested himself of the first f‘ymdamental right of un-
covensnted man, that is, to judge for himself, and to assert
his own cause. He abdicates all right to be his own go-
vernor. He inclusively, in a great measure, abandons the
right of self-defence, the first law of nature. Men cannot
enjoy the rights of an uncivil and of a civil state together.
That be may obtain justice, he gives up his right of deter-
mining what it is in points the most essential to him. That
he may secure sone liberty, he makes a surrender in trust
of the whole of it.

Government is not made m virtue of nztural rights, which
may and do exist in total independence of it; and exist in
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much greater clearness, and in a much greater dogree of ab- .
stract=jlerfection : bul their abstract perfection is their prac-
tical defect. By having a right to everything they want
everything. Government is a eontrivance of human wise
dom to provide for buman wanfe. Men have a right that
these wants should be previded for by this wisdom. Amo
these wants is to be reckoned the want, out of civil society,
of a sufficient restraint upon their passions. Society requires
not only that the passions of individuals should be subjected,
but that ever in the mass and body, as well as in the indi-
viduals, the inclinations of men should frequently be thwart.
ed, their will controlied, and their passions brought into sub.
jection. Thia can only be done by a power out of themsclves ;
and not, in the exercise of its function, subject to that will
and to those passions which it is its oftice to bridle and sub-
due. Tn this sense the restraints o men, ns well as their
liberties, are to be reckoned among their rights, ut as the
liberties and the restrictions vary with times and eircum-
gtances, and admit of infinite modifieations, they eannot be
#ettled upon any abstruet rule; and nothing is so foolish as
to discuss them upon that principle.

The moment you abate anything from the full rights of
me, each to govern himself, and sutfer any artilicial, positive
limitation wpon those rights, from that moment the whole
organization of government becomes a cousderation of con-
venience, This it i3 which makes the constitution of u state,
and the due distribution of ita powers, a matter of the most
delicate and complicated skill. 1t requires a decp knowledge
of buman nature and human necessities, and of the things
which facilitete or obstruet the various ends, which are to be

ursued by the mechaniem of civil institutions. The state
15 to have recruits to ita strength, and remedies to its dis-
tempers, What is the use of discussing a man's abstract
right, to food or medicine ? The question is upon the method
of procuring and administering them, In that deliberation
I sﬁjall always advise to call in the aid of the farmer and the
physician, rather than the professer of metaphysics.
he acience of constructing a commonwealth, or renovating
it, or reforming it, is, like every other experimental science,
not to be taught & priosi. 1& or is it a short experience
that can instruct wa in that practlical science . because the
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+.veal efbets of moral causen are not always immediae : bnt
ihat which in the first instance is prejudicial nay bs excel-
lent in its remoter operation; and ite excellence may ariee
even from the ill effects it produces in the beginning. The
veverse also happens: and very plausible achemes, with very
pleasing commencements, have often shameful and lament-
able conelusions. In states there are often some obacure and
almost latent causes, things which appear at first view of
little moment, on which a very great part of its prosperity
or adversity may most cssentislly depend. The science of
government being therefore so practical in itself, and in-
tended for such practical purposes, s matter which requires
experience, and even more experience than any person ean
gain in his whole life, however sagacious and observing he
may be, it is with infinite caution that any man ought to
venture upon pulling down an edifice, which has answered
in any toTerable degree for ages the common purposes of
society, or on building it up again, withont having models
and patterns of approved utility betore his eyes.

These metaphysic rights entering into common life, like
rays of light which pierce into n dense medium, are, by the
laws of nature, refracted from their straight line. Indeed
in the gross and complicated mass of humun passions and
concerns, the primitive rights of men undergo such s variety
of refractions and reflections, that it becomes absurd to talk
of themn as if they continued in the simplicity of their ori-

ginal direction, The nature of man is intricaty:; the objects
of society are of the greatest possible complexity: and there-
fore no simple disposition oz direction of power cnn be suit-
eble either to man’s nature, or o the quality of his affnivs,
When I hear the simplicity of covtrivance aimed at aud
boasted of in sny new paolitical eonstitutions, I am at uo loss
to decide that the artificers are grossly ignorant of their
trade, or tetally negligent of their duty. The simple govern-
ments are fundamentally defective, to say no worse of them.
If you were 10 coutemp{ate society in but one point of view,
all these simple modes of polity are infinitely eaptivating.
In effect each would answer its single end much more per-
fectly than the more complex is able to attain all its com-
ilex purpeses. . But it is better that the whole shonld be
mpperfectly and anemalonely answered, than that, while
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some %arts are provided for with great exactness, others.
might Be totally neglected, or perhaps materially injured, by
the over-care of a favourite member, '

The pretended rights of these theorista are all extremes:
and in proportion as they sre metaphysically true, they arve
morally and politically faise. The rights of men are in a sort
of middle, incapable of definition, but not impossible to be
discerned. Tle rights of men in governments are their ad=
vanteges; and these are often in balances between differ-
ences of good; in compromises sometimes between good
and evil, and sometimes between evil aud evil. Political
reasen ia a computing principle; adding, subtracting, mul-
tiplying, and dividing, morally and not metaphysically, or
mathematically, true moral denominations,

By these theorists the right of the people is almost always
sophisticully confounded with their power. The body of the
community, whenever it can come to act, can meet with no
effectual resistance; but till power and sight are the same,
the whole body of them has no right inconsistent with virtue,
and the first of all virlues, prudence.  Men have no right to
what 18 not reasonable, and to what is not for their benefit;
for though a pleasnut writer said, Liceat perire poetis, when
one of them, in cold bleod, is said to have leaped info the
fames of a volcanic revolution, Ardentem frigidus Aitnam
instluit, T consider such a frolie rather as an unjustifiable
poetic licence, than as one of the franchises of Parnassus;
and whether he were poet, or divine, or politician, that chose
to exercise this kind of right, I think that more wise, becanse
mare charitable, thoughts would urge me rather to save the
man, than to preserve bis brazen slippers as the monuments
of hia folly.

The kind of auniversary sermons to which a great part of
what I write refers, if men are not shamed out of their
present course, In commemorating the fact, will cheat many
out of the principles, and deprive them of the benefits, of the
revolution they commemerate. I confess to youn, Sir, 1
never liked this convinual talk of resistance, and revolution,
or the practice of making the extreme medicine of the con.
gtitution its daily bread. Tt renders the habit of seeiety
dangerously valetudinarv: it ts taking periodical dosvas of
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.meréury sublimate, and swallowing down repeated provos
cativea of cantharides to our love of liberty, ",
Thie distemper of remedy, grown habitual, relaxes and
wears out, by & vulgar and prostituied use, the spring of that
epirit which ie to be exerted on great accasions, It was in
tEe most patient period of Romar servitude that themes of
tyrannicide made the ordinary exercige of boys at school—
cum perimit sevos elassis numerosatyrannos.  In the ordinary
state of things, it produces in B country like ours the worst
effects, even on the eause of that liberty which it sbusen
with the dissoluteness of an extravagant speculation. Al-
most all the high-bred republicans of iny thne have, after a
short space, become the most decided, thorough-paced cour
tiers ; they soon left the business of a tedious, moderate, but
ractical rewistance, to those of us whom, in the pride and
toxication of their theories, they have slighted as not much
better than Tories. Hypoerisy, of course, delights in the
most sublime speculations ; for, never intending to go beyond
mpeculntion, it costs nothing to have it magnificent. But
even in ¢ases where rather levity than frand was to be sus-
pected in these ranting speculations, the issue has been much
the same. These professors, finding their extreme Princip]es
not applicable to cases which call only for a4 qualified, or, a8
I may say, civil and legal resistance, in such cases employ no
resistance atall. It is with them a war or a revolution, or
it is nothing. Finding their schemen of polities not adapted
to the state of the world in which they Live, they often come
to think lightly of all public prineiple; and are ready, on
their part, to abandon for a very trivial interest what they
find of very trivial value, Some indeed are of wore steady
and persevering natores ; but these are eager politicians out
of parlisment, who have little to tempt them to abandon
their favourite projects, They have some change in the
church or state, or both, constantly in their view. When
that iz the case, they are always bad citizens, and perfectly
unsure evnnexions. For, cousidering their speculative designa
as of infinite value, and the actual arrangement of the state
a1 of no estimation, they are at best indifferent about it
They see ne merit in the good, and no faut in the vicious,
wanagement of public affaire they rather rejoice in the
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latter, a8 more propitious to revolution. They see no ngerit '
cr demékit in any man, or any action, or any political prinei Ple,
any further than as they may forward or retard their design
of change : they therefore take up, vne day, the most violent
and stretched prerogative, and another time the wildest demo-
cralic ideas of freedom, and pass from the one to the other
without any sort of regard to cause, to person, or to party.

In France yon are now in the crisis of a revolution, and
in the transit from one form of government to another—you
cannot gee that character of men exactly in the same situ-
ation in which we see it in ihis conntry. With us it is
militant ; with you it is trininphant ; and yoeu know how is
can act when its power is commensurate to 1tz will, T would
not be supposed to confine those observations to any deserip-
tion of men, or 1o comprehend all men of any deseription
within them—XNo! far from it. I am as ineapable of that
injustice, as T am of keeping terms with those who profess
principles of eatremitics; aml whe, under the name of
religion, tezch little else than wild and dangerous polities.
The worst of these polities of revelution is this: they tem-
per and harden the breast, in order to prepare it for the
desperate strokes which are sometimes used in extreme
oceasions. But as these oceusions may never arrive, the
mind receives a gratuitous taint; and the moral sentiments
suffer not a little, when no political purpose is served by the
depravation. This sort of people are so taken up with
their theorivs about the rights of man, that they have
totally forgotten his nature. Without opeuwing oue new
avenue to the understanding, they have succeeded in stopping
up those that lead to the heart. They have perverted in them-
selves, and in those that attend to them, all the well-placed
sympathics of the human breast.

This famous sermon of the (01d Jewry breathes nothing but
this spirit through all the political part. Plots, massacres,
asepssinations, seem Lo some people o trivial price for obtain-
ing & revolation. A cheap, bloodless reformation, a guiltless
liberty, appear flat and vapid to their taste. There must be
a great chanpe of scene; there must be a magnificent stape
effect ; there must be n grand spectacle to rouse the imagin-
ation, grown torpid with the lazy enjoyment of sixty years®
security, and the etill unanimating repose of public pros.

Yol. II. =
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perity. The preacher found them all in the French Revoloe
tion. This inspires a juvenile warmth through his whole
frame. His enthusiasm kindles as he advances; snd whea
he arrives at his peroration it isin a full blaze. Then viewing,
trom the Pisgah of hia pulpit, the free, moral, happy, flcur-
ishing, and glorious state of France, as in a bird’s-eye land.
scape of & promised land, be breaks out inte tho follow.ng
rapture:

“ What an eventful period is this ! I am fhankful that I have
lived to it; I could almost say, Lord, now lettest thou thy ser-
vant depart in peace, for mine syes have seen thy salzation.—1I
have lived to see & diffusion of knowledge, which bas under-
mined superstition and error.—1 have lived to see the rights of
men better understood than ever; and nations panting for
liberty which seemed to have lost the idea of it.—1 have
lived to see thirty millions of people, indignant and resolute,
spurning at slavery, and demandmng liberty with an irresisti-
ble voice, Their king led in friumpk, and an arbitrary mon-
arch surrendering himself to his subjects.”’!

Before I proceed further, I have to remark, that Dr. Price
seems rather to overvalue the great acquisitions of light
which he has obtained and diffused in this age. The last
century appears to me to have been quite a3 much enlight-
ened, It had, though in a different place, a triumph as
memorable as that of Dr. Price; and some of the great
greachers of that period partook of it as eagerly as he has

one in the triumph of France. On the trial of the Rev.
Hugh Peters for high treason, it was deposed, that when King
Charles was brought to London for his trial, the Apostle of
Liberty in that day conducted the #riumph. “I saw,” says
the witness, “ his Majesty in the coach with eix horsea, and
Peters riding before the king, triumphing.” Dr. Price, when
he talks as if he had made a discovery, only follows a prece-
dent ; for, after the commencement of the king’s trial, this pre-
cursor, the same Dr. Peters, concluding a long prayer at the

b Another of these reverend genllemen, who was witness to some of the
spectacles which Paris has lately exhibited, expresses himself thus:—** 4
king dragged in submwsive triumph by hiv songuering subjects, is one of
those appearances of grandeur which seldom rise in the prospect of hg-
man affairs, and whic*, dormg the remainder of my life, I shall think ef

with wonder and gratification.” These kentiemen agree marveliously im
their feelinga.
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Ruyal Qliapel at Whitehall, (he had very triumphantly chosen
his pldes,) said, #“ I bave prayed and preached these {wenty
years; anc sow I may say with old Simeon, Lord, now letéest
thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy
salvation.” Prters had not the fruits of his'prayer; for he
neither departed so soon as he wished, nor in peace. He be-
came {what 1 heartily hope none of his followers may be in
this eountry) himself a sacrifice to the triumph which he led
us poutiff. They dealt at the Restoration, perlgaps, teo hardly
with this peor good man. But we owe it to his memory and
his sufferings, that he had as much illumination, and as much
zeal, and had ns effectually undermined all the superstition and
error wWhich might impede the great business he was engaged
in, a8 any who tollow and repeat after him, in this age, which
would assume to iteelf an exclusive title to the knowledge of
the rights of men, and all the glorious consequences of that
knowledge.

After this anlly of the preacher of the Old Jewry, which
differs only in place and time, but agrees perfectly with the
apirit and letter of the rapture of 1648, the Revolution So-
viety, the fabricators of governments, the heroic band of
cashisrers of monarchs, electors of sovereigns, and leaders of
kings in triumph, strutting with a proud consciousness of
the diffusion of knowledge, of which every member had ob-
tained so large 3 share in the donative, were in haste to make
a generous diffusion of the knowledge they had thus gratu-
itously received, To make this bountiful communication, they
adjourned from the church in the Old Jewry to the London
Tavern; where the same Dr, Price, in whom the fumes of
his oracular tripod were not entirely evaporated, moved znd
carried the resolution, or address of congratulation, trans-
mitted by Lord Stanhope to the National Assembly of France.

I find a preacher of the gospel profaning the beautiful and
prophetic gjaculation, commonty called * rune dimittis,’ made
on the first presentation of our Baviour in the temple, and
applying it, with an inhuman and unnstural rapture, to the
most horrid, atrocious, and aiﬂicting spectacle that perhapa
ever was exhibited to the pity and indignation of mankind.
This “ leading in triumph,” a thipg in its best form unmanly
sni irreligious, which filla our preacher with such unkaliow-

L ¥:zte Trials, vol. H. p. 360, 363.
i2
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ed transports, must shock, I believe, the moral taste r:-f every
well-born mind.  Scveral English were the stupified and in-
dignant spectators of that triumph, It waa (unless we have
been strangely deceived) a spectacle more resembling a pro-
cession of American savages, entering into Onondaga, after
some of their murders called victories, and leading into hovels
hung round with scalps, their captives, overpowered with the
seoffs and buffets of women as ferocious as themselves, much
more than it resembled the trivmphal pomp of o civilized,
mattial nation ;—if a civilized nation, or any men who had
& sense of generosity, were capable of a personal triumph over
the fallen and afflicted.

This, my dear Sir, was not the triumph of France. T must
believe that, as a nation, it overwhelined you with shame and
horror. 1 must believe that the Natioual Assembly find
themselves iu a state of the greatest humiliation innot being
able to purvish the authors of this friumph, or the actors in
it; and that they are in a situation in which any inguiry
they may male upon the subject must be destitute even of
the appearance of Liberty or nnpartiality. The apology of
that assembly 38 found in their situation; but when we ap-
prove what they must bear, it is in us the degenerate choice
of a vitiated mind.

With a compelled appearance of deliberation, they vote
under the dommion of a stern necessity. They sit 1n the
heart, as it were, of a foreign republic: they have their re-
sidence in a city whose coustitution has emanated neither
from the charter of their kiug, nor from their legislative
power. There they are surrounded by an army not raised
either by the authority of their crown, or by their command -
and which, if they should order to dissolve itself, would in-
stantly dissolve them. There they sit, after a gang of assas-
ging had driven away some hundreds of the members ; whilst
those who held the same moderate prineciples, with more
paticnee or better hope, continued every day exposed to out-
rageous insults and murderous threats. 'Ehere a majority,
sometimes resl, sometimes pretended, captive itsclf, compels
a captive king to issue as royal edicts, at third hand, the
Eolluted nensense of their most licentious and giddy coffee-

ouses. It is notorious, that all their measures are decided
before they are debated. 1t is beyond doubt, that under the
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terror of the bayonet, and the lamp-post, and the toren to,
their JWuses, they are obliged to adopt all the erude and
desperate measures suggested by clubs composed of a moh.
strous medley of all conditions, tongnes, and nations. Among
these are found persons, in comparison of whom Catiline
would be thought scrupulous, and Cethegns a man of sobriety
and moderation. Nor is it in these cluba alone that the
public measures are deformed iuto monsters.  They underge
a previous distortion in academies, interrded as 20 many semi-
naries {or thege elubs, which are set up in all the pluces of
sublic resort.  In these meetings of all sorts, every counsel,
1 proportion as it s daring, and violent, and perfidious, is
taken for the mark of superior genius. Humanmity and com-
passion are ridiculed as the fruits of superstition and ignor-
ance. Tenderness to individuals s considered as treason to
the publie. Liberty is always to be esthnated perfeet as

, property is rendered nsecure,  Amnidst assassination, massa-
cre, and couflseation, perpetrated or wmeditated, they are
torming plaus for the pood order of future soviety.  Em-
brocing in their arms the carcases of hase eriminalg, and
pmmntillg their relations on the title of their offences, they
drive hundreds of virtuons persons to the same end, by
toreing them to subsist by begeary or by crime.

The assembly, their orgun, avts before them the farce of
deliberation with as little deceney as liberty.  They act like
the comedians of a fisr Letore a riotous audience; they
act amidst the tumultuous eries of & mixed mob of ferocious
men, and of wonien lost to shame, who, aceording to their
nselent faneies, direet, control, applaud, explode them ; and
sometimes mix and take their seats umongst them s domi-
necring over them with a strange wixture of servile petu-
lance and proud, presumptuous authority. As they have
inverted order in all things, the gallery is 1 the place of the
house. This assembly, which overthrows kings and king-
domas, has not even the physiognomy and aspect of a grave
legislative body—nee color tmperii, nee frons wlla senatis,
They have a power given to them, like that of the evil prin-
ciple, to subvert and destroy ; but none to construct, except
such machines as may be fitted for further subversion and
further destruction.

‘Whe is it that admires, and from tlie heart is attached o,
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. national representative assemblies, but must turn with horrow
anddisg st from such a profane burlesque, and abonnrfible per
version of that sacred institute ¥ Lovers of monarchy, lovers
of republics, must alike abhor it. Ths members of your assem-
bly must themselves groan under the tyranny of which they
have all the shame, none of the direction, and little of the
profit. I am sure many of the members who compose even the
majority of that body must feel as I do, notwithsetanding the
aEF]auses of the Revolution Society. Miserable king! miser-
able sesermbly ! How must that assembly be silently seandal-
ized with those of their members, who could eall a day wh ch
seamed to blot the sun out of heaven, “wun beau jour 171 How
muet they be inwardly indignant at hearing others, who
thought fit to declare to them, “that the vessel of the state
would fly forward in her course towards regeneration with
more speed than ever,” from the stiff pale of treason and
murder, which preceded our preacher’s triumph ! 'What must
they have felt, whilst, with outward patience, and inward
indignation, they heard of the slaughter of innocent gentle-
men in their houses, that “the blood spilled was not the
most pure!” What must they have felt, when they were
besieged by eomplaints of disorders which shook their coun-
try to its foundations, at being compelled coolly to tell the
complainants, that they were under the protection of the
law, and that they would address the king (the captive king)
to cause the laws to be enforced for their protection; when
the enslaved ministers of that captive king had formally no-
tified to them, that there were neither law, nor authority,
nor power left to protect! What must they have felt at
being obliged, as a felicitation on the present new year, to
request their eaptive king to forget the stormy period of the
laet, on sccount of the great good which Ae¢ was likely to
produce to his peoplo ; to the complete attainment of which

ood they adjourned the practical demonstrations of their
oyalty, assuring him of their chedience, when he shoald
no longer posseas any authority {o command !

This address was made with much good nature and af-
fection, to be sure. But among the revolutions in France
must be reckoned a conaiderable revolution in their ideas of
politeness. [t England we are said to ‘earn manners av

! g% of October, 789,
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sccondhand from vour side of the water, and that we drese
our behaviour in the frippery of France. If so, we are still
in the old cut ; and have not so far eonformed to the new
Parisian mode of good breeding, as to think it quite in the
most refined strain of delicate compliment (whether in eon-
dolence or cengratulation) to ray, to the most humiliated
creature that crawls wpon the earth, that great public
benefits are derived from the murder of his servants, the at-
tempted assassination of himself and of his wife, and the
mortifieation, disgrace, and degradation, that he bas per-
sonally suftered. 1t is a topic of consolation which our or-
dinary of Newgate would be too humane to use to & ¢criminal
at the foot of the gallows. I should have thought that the
hangman of Paris, now that he ie liberalized by the vote of the
Nauonal Assembly, and is allowed his rank and arms in the
herald’s college of the rights of men, would be too generous,
toe gallant & man, too full of the sense of his new dignity, to
employ that cutting consolation to any of the persons whom
the leze mation might bring under the administration of his
ETECULIDE POWET.

A man is fallen indeed, when he is thus flattered. The
anodyne draught of oblivion, thue drugged, is woll caleniated
to preserve a galling wakefulpess, and to feed the living
uleer of & eorroding memory.  Thus to administer the opiate
potion of amnesty, powdcred with all the ingredients of scorn
and contempt, is to hold to Lis lips, instead of * the balm of
hurt minds,” the cup of human misery full to the brim, and
to force him to driuk it to the dregs.

Yielding to reasous, at Jeast as forcible as those which
were a0 delicately urged in the compliment on the new year,
the king of France will probably endeavour to forget these
events and that compliment. But history, who keeps a
durable record of all our acts, and exercises her awiul cen-
Bure over the proceedinga ol all sorts of sovereigns, -vill not
forget either those events, or the era of this liberal refine-
ment in the intercourse of mankind. History will record,
that on the morning of the Gth of October, 1789, the king
and queen of France, after a day of confusion, alarm, dismay,
and siaughter, Iny down, under the pledged security of pub-
li¢ faith, to indulge nature in a few hours of respite, and
troubled, melancholy repose. From this sleep the quecn wae
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first_startled by the voice of the sentincl at her do#r, who
erivd out to hr to save herself by flight—rzhat this was the
last proof of fideli.y he conld give—that they were upon him,
and he was dead. ~ Instuntly he was cut down. A band of
crue! ruffans and a=aassing, reeii?ng with his blood, rushed
into the chamber ot the queen, and pierced with a hundred
strokes of bavoncts and poniards the bed, from whence
this persecuted woman had but jost time to fiy almost naked,
and, through ways unknown to the murderers, had escaped
to seek refuge at the feet of a king and husband, not secure
of hiz own life for 2 moment.

This king, to say no more of him, and this queen, and
their infant children, (whoe onee would have been the pride
aud nope of a great and generous people,} were then foreed
to abandon the sanctuary of the most splendid palace in the
world, which they left swimming in bBlood, poliuted by
muinsacre, and strewed with scattered Hinbs and motilated
enrcares,  Thence they were conducted tnto the capital of
their kingdom. Two had been selected from the unprovoked,
unresisted, promiscuous slaughter, which was made of the
gentlemen of birth and family wiio composed the king’s body
guard.  These two gentlemen, with all the parade of an exe-
cution of justice, were cruelly and publicly dragged to the
block, and beheaded in the great court of the palace. Their
heads were stuck upon spears, and led the procession ; whilst
the royal captives who followed in the train were slowly
moved along, amidat the horrid yells, and shrilling screams,
and frantie dances, and infamous contnmelies, aud all the
utnitterable abominations of the furies of hell, in the abused
shape of the vilest of women. After they had been made
to taste, drop by drop, more than the bitterness of death, in
the slow torture of a journey of twelve miles, protracted t6
gix hours, they were, under a guard, composed of those very
soldiers who had thus condueted them through this famous
trinmph, lodged in one of the old palaces of Purils, now con-
verted into a bastile for kings.

Is this a friumph to be consecrated at altara? to Le come
memorated with grateful thanksgiving ? to be offered to the
divine humanity with fervent prayer and enthusiastic ejacu-
Yation P—These Theban and ‘Thrarian orgies, acted in France,
aud spplauded only in the Old Jewry, I avsure you, kindle
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prophatic enthusiasm in the minds but of very few people ‘n’
this kingdom : slthough a saint and apostle, who may have
revelations of his own, and who has so completely vanquished
all the mean snperstitions of the heart, may incline to think
it pious and decorous to compare it with the entrance into
the world of the Prince of Peace, proclaimed in a holy tem-
e by a venerable sage, and not long before not worse ane
pounced by the voice of angels to the quiet innocence of
ghepherds.
+% At first I was at a Joss to account for this fit of ungnarded
Yansport. I kuew, indecd, that the sufferings of monarchs
We a delicious repast to some sort of palates.  There were
reheetions which might serve to keep this appetite within
some bounds of temperance. But when T took one eireum®
stance into my consideration, 1 was obliged o confess, that
much allownnee ought to be made for the society, and that
the temptation was tuo strong for common discretion; T
mean, the circumstanee of the Jo Pwan of the triomph, the
aimating ery which called “for afl the BISILOLDS to be
hanged on the lamp-posts,” ' might well have brought forth
a burst of enthusinsm on the forvseen consequences of this
happy day. T alow to so much cnthusiassin some little
deviation frem prudence. I allow this prophet to break
forth into hymng of joy and thankseiving on an event which
appears like the preenrsor of the Milleninm, wnd the project-
ed fifth monarchy, in the destruetion ot all chuwreh establish-
ments.  There was, however, {na in all human affuirs there
i2) in the midst ot thiz joy, something to cxereise the pa-
tience of these worthy gentlemen, and to try the lowg-sofier-
ing of their faith, Theactual warder of the king and queen,
and their child, was wanting to the nther auspicions cireuin-
stances of this “deawtifnl day.”  The actual worder of the
bishops, though ealled for by so many holy ejaculations, was
also wanting, A proup of regicide and sacrilegions slawgrhter,
was indeed boldly sketched, but it wis only sketehed. It un-
happily was lett unfinished. in this great history-picee of the
massacre of innocents.  What hardy pencil of aogreat master,
from the school of the rights of men, will finish it, is to be
peell hereafter. The age bhus not yet the complete benefit of
that diffusion of knowledge that has undermiucd superstition
! Tous les Eviques 3 la laulerne.
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“wnd error; and the king of France wants another olfject or
two to consipn to oblivion, in consideration of all the good
which s to arise from his own sufferings, and the patriotic
crimes of an enlightened nge.?

t 74 js proper here to refer to aleiter written upon this subject by an
eye-witnesd. That eye-witness was one of the most honest, intelligent,
and slognent members of the National Assembly, one of the most active
and zealous tetormers of 1he state. e was obliged Lo secede from Lhe
assemnbly; and he nfterwards became a voluniary exile, on zecovnt of the
herrors of this piovs triumph, and the dispositiona af men, whe, profiting
of crimes, il not cansing them, have taken the lead in public affairs.

Extract of M. ds Lally Tollendal's Sscond Letter to a Friend

* Parlons du parti que j'ai pris; il est bien justifié dans ma conscience
~Ni eette ville coupable, m ceite gssemblee plns coupable encore, na
meritoisnt que je e jnstifie; mais J’ai it coeur gue vous, et Jes personnes
qui pensent comme Voud, ne me condamnpent pas.—Ma santé, je vous
jure, me rendoit mes fonctions impossibles ; mais méme e les mettant de
citf il B €€ an-dessus de mes forces de supporter plus longiems I'horreur
que me causoit ce BANE,—ces Eles—celle reine presgue égorgde,—ce Tol,
—amené rolave,~—entranld Paris, au milien de ses assassins, et préctdé des
tates de ses malheurenx grades—ces perfides janissaires, ces assassing, ces
femmes cennibales, ce cri de ToLS LES EYEQUES A Lo LANTERNE, dans le
moment 6 le roi entre sa capitale avee deux €véques de son conseil dans
g& voiture—un coup de fusi, que j'ai vu tirer dans un des carosses de ln
reine. M. Bailly appellant cela un deaw jowr,—1"assemblée nyanl déclaré
{roidement le matin, qu'il n'éoit pas de sa dignité d'aller toute entidre
environtier Ie roi—M. Mirabean disent impunément dans ceile assernbiée
que le vaisseau de I'état, loins d’®ire arrélé dans sa cowrse, s’élanceroit
avec plus de Tapidit® que jamnais vers sa régénértion—M. Barnnve,
riant avec lui, quand des flots de sang conlaignt autour de nows—Ie
vertuenx Mounier ® échappant par miracle & vingi assassins, qni avoient
voulu faire de sa (e un trophe de plus: Voili ce qui me it jurer de ne
plus metire le pied dans cetfe caverne d* Antropophages |(he National
Axsembly] ol je nuvois plus de torce d'élever la voix, ol depuis six se-
mainea je 'avois €levée en vain,

“ Moi, Mounicr, et tous les honndtes gens, ont pensé que le dernier
effort & faire ponr le Lien étoit d'en sortar.  Aueune idée de erainie ne
g'est approchiée de moi.  Je rougiris de m'en délendre.  Favois encore
recll sur la ronte de la past de e penple, moins conpable que ceux qui
P'ont enivré de fureur, des acclamations, et des applandissements, dont
d’antres anroient €18 faués, £t quim’ont fit frémir.  Clest i lindignation,
c'est & Phorreur, c'est aux convulsions physigues, que le seul aspect du
sang me fail éprouver gue j’at cfdé,  On brave une senl mort ; on la hrave

lusignrs fois, quand elle peut étre utile.  Mais ancune puissance sous s
iel, maiy aucune opinion publique ouw privée n'ont le droit do e con.

* N. R. Mr. Mounier waa then epeeker of the National Aszembly. Te has sinos
boen obliged to live o exile, though one of the drmest asrertors of liverty,
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Although this work of our new light and knowledge did’
not 2o to the length that in all probability it was intended
tt should be carried, yet I must think that such treatment
of any human creatures must be shocking to any but those
who are mede for sccomplishing revelutions. But I cannot
stop here. Infiuenced by the 1nborn feelings of my nature,
and not being illuminated by a single ray of this new.sprung
modern Light, I confess to you, Sir, that the exalted rank of
the persons suffering, and particularly the sex, the beauty,
and the amiable qualities of the descendant of so many kings
and emperors, with the tender age of royal infants, insensible
only through infancy and innocence of the cruel outrages to
which their parents were exposed, instead of being asubject
of exultation, adds not a little to my sensibility on that most
melancholy oecasion.

1 hear that the avgust person, who was the principal ob
ject of our preacher’s trivmph, though he supported him-
self, felt much on that shametul oceasion. As a man, it be-
came him to feel for his wife and his children, and the faithful
guards of his person, that were massacred in eald blood
about him; as & prinee, it became him to feel for the
strange and frightful transformation of his civilized subjects,
and to be more grieved for them than solicitous for him-
self. It derogates little from his fortitude, while it adds in-
finitely to the honour of his humanity. T am very sorryto
fay it, very sorry indeed, that such personages are in a situ-
ation in which it i net becoming in us to praise the vir-
tues of the great.

I hear, and [ rejoice to hear, that the preat lady, the
other ebject of the triumpk, has borne that day, (one is in-
terested that beings made for suffering should suffer well,)
and that she bears all the succeeding days, thut she bears the

darmer & souflrir inutilement mille supplices par minute, ot & porir de déa-
espoir, de rage, au milien des triomphes, du erime que je n'ai puarréter. s
me proseriront, ils confisquecont mes bieus.  Je labonrerai 1z terre, el je
ne les verrai plus —-Voild ma justification. Veus pourrvez In lire, la
wmontrer, la laisser copier 1 tant pls pour cenx qui ee la comprendront pas;
ce ne sera alors moi qui Auroit en torl de la leur donner,™

This military man had not ao good nerves as the peaceable gentleman of
the Old Jewry.—-See Mons. Mounier’s narrative of these transactions; w
mean also of konour, and virtue, and talents, and therefore a fugitive.
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*tmprisonment of her husband, and her own enptivity. yud tia
extle of her friends, and the insulting adulation of addresses,
and the whole weight of her acenmulated wrongs, with »
serene patience, in a manner suited to her vank and roee,
and becoming the offspring of a sovereign distingunished for
her piety and her courage : that, like her she has lofty senti-
ments ; that she feels with the dignity of a Roman matron ;
that in the last extremity she will save herself from the last
disgrace ; and that, i she must fall, she will full by no ignoble
hand.

1t is now sixteen or seventeen years since I saw the gueen
of France, then the dauphiness, at Versailles; and surely
never llghted on this erb, which she hardly seemed to toneh,
a more delighttul vision. I saw her just above the horizon,
decorating and cheering the elevated splere she just began
to move in —Bhttt’ruw like the morning-star, full of lifc,
and splendeur, and joy. Oh! what o revolution! and
what & heart must I lave to comtemplate without emo-
tion that clevation and that full!  Little did 1 dream when
she added titles of veneration fo those of enthusinstie, distant,
respectful love, that she should ever be oblized o carry the
sharp antidote against disgrace concealed in that bosom;
little did I dream that I should have lived to see such dis-
asters fallen upon her in a natiom of gallant men, in s na-
tion of men of honour, and of eavaliers. I thought ten thou-
gand swords must have leaped from their seabbards to avenge
even a look that threatened ber with insult,  Bat the age of
chivalry is gene.  That of sophisters, economists, and caleu-

Iators, has succeeded; and the glory of Burope is extin-
guished for ever. Never, never more shall we behold that
generous loyalty to rank and aex, thut proud submission, that

ignifled obedience, that subordination of the heart, which
kept alive, even in servitude itself, the spirit of an exalted
freedom. The unbought grace of life, the cheap defence of
nations, the nurse of manly sentiment and heroie enterprise,
is gone' It is gone, that sensibility of principle, that
chastity of honour, which felt a stain like a wouud, which
ingpired courage whilst it mitigated ferocity, which cmlobled
whatever it tonched, and noder which viee itself’ lost half ite
evil, by losing all its grossness.
This miaed system of opinion and sent 'ment had ‘s origin
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in thegancient chivalry : and the prineiple, though varied im-
its fppearance by the varying state of human affairs, sub-
gisteé and influenced through a long suceession of gener-

alions, even to the time we live in. If it should ever he

totally extinguished, the loss T foar will be great, Tt is this

which has given its eharacter Lo modern Fuvope, It 1s this
which has distinruished it under alt its forms of government,
and distinguizhed it to its ndvantage, from the states of Asis,
and poasibly from those states which flourished in the most
brilliaut periods of the antique world. 16 wax this, which,
without confounding ranks, i produced a noble equality,
and handed it down throngh all the gradations of social life.

It was thiv opinien which mitigated kings into eomipanions,
and raised private men 1o be fellows with kings,  Without
foree or opposition, it subdued the fierceness of pride and
power; it obliged sovereigns to submit to the soft collay
of social exteem, compelled stern authority to submit fo olow
gance, and gave a domdnating vanguisher of laws to be sub

dued by manners.

But now all is te be chanmed. Al the pleasing ilusions,
which made power gentle and obedience hiberal, which har-
monizavd the diferent shades of life, and which, by a bland
assinilation, incorporated into polities the sentinents which
beauiify and soften private sociely, are to be dissolved by
this new congquering empire of light and reason.  All the
decent drapery of it ia to be rudely torn off.  All the super-
added ideas, furnizhed from the wardrobe of o moral imagina-
tion, which the heart owus, and the understanding ratifics, ns
necessary o cover the detects of our naked, shivering nature,
and to raise 16 to diguity in onr own estimation, sre to be ex-
pladed as a ridicnlous, absurd, and antiquated fashion.

On this scheme of things, a king is but a man, a queen is
but a womwi; a wema 1 but an anima), and an animal
not of the highest order.  All homage paid to the sex in
general as such, and withont, distinet vicws, 1s to be regardea
aa romance aud folly.  Kegieide and parricide, and sacrilege,
are but fictions of superstition, corrupting jurisprudence %y
destroying its simpheity. The mnrder of n king, or a quecn,
or 4 bishop, or a futlier, are oulv common homicide; and if
the people are by any chanee, or in any way. gainers by it.



aso EEFLECTIONS ON THR

vg sort of homicide much the most pardonable, and into.which
we ought not to make too severe a serutiny. .

On the scheme of this barbarous philosophy, which is the
offsprivg of cold hearts and muddy understandings, and
which in as void of solid wisdom g8 it is destitute of all taste
and elegance, laws are to be supported only by their own
terrors, and by the concern which ench individual may find
in them from his own private speculations, or can epare to
them from hie own private interests. In the groves of their
academy, at the end of every vista, you see nothing but the
gallows. Nothing is left which engages the affections on the

of the commenwealth. On the principles of this mecha
nic philosophy, our institutions een never be embodied, if ¥
may use the expression, in persons; soas to ereste in us love,
veneration, admiration, or attachment. But that sort of
reason which banishes the affections is incapable of filling
their place. These public sffections, combined with mauners,
are required sometimes as supplements, sometimes as correct-
ives, always as aids to law. The precept given by a wise
man, gs well as a great critie, for the construction of poems,
ia equally true ag to states :— Non satis est pulchra esse poes
matz, dulcia sunfo. There ought to be a syatem of manners
in every netion, which a well-formed mind would be disposed
to relish. To make ua love our country, our country ought
'to be lovely.

But power, of gome kind or other, will survive the shock
in which manners and opinions perish; and it will find other
and worse means for its support. The usurpation which, in
order to subvert ancient institutions, has destroyed ancient
principles, will hold power by arts similar to those by which
1t has nequired it. When theold feudal and chivalrous spirit
of fealty, which, by freeing kings from fear, freed hoth kings
and subjects from the preeautions of tyranny, shall be extinct
in the minds of men, plots and assassinations will be antici-
puted by preventive murder and preventive confiseation, and
that long roll of grim and bicedy maxims, which form the
political code of all power, not standing on its own honour,
and the henour of those who are to obey it. Kings will be

' tyrants from policy, when subjeets are rebels from principle,

‘Wheu ancient opinions and rules of life are taken away,
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the logs cannot possibly be estimated. From that moment.
wi have no compass to govern us; nor can we know distinetly
to what port we steer, Europe, undoubtedly, taken in 2 masa,
was in a flourishing condition the day on which your revolu.
tion was completed. How much of that prosperous state
was owing to the spirit of our old manners and opiniona is
uot easy to say; but as such causes cannot be indifferent in
their operation, we must presume, that, on the whole, their
operation wna beneficial,

‘Wears but too apt to consider things in the state in which
we find them, without sufficiently adverting to the cansea b
which they have been produced, and possibly may be upheld.
Nothing is more certain, than that our manners, our eiviliza-
tion, and all the good things which are connected with man-
ners and with civilization, have, in this European world of
ours, depended for ages upon two principles; and were in-
deed the result of both combined; I mean the spirit of &
gentleman, and the spirit of religion. The nobility and the
clergy, the one by profession, the other by patronage, kept
learning in existence, even in the midst of arms and con-
fusions, and whilst governments were rather in their canses,
than formed. Learning paid back what it received to nobility
snd to priesthood ; and paid i with usury, by enlarging their
ideas, and by furnishing their minds. Happy if they had alt
continued to know their indissoluble union, and their proper
gl:ce! Hapct)y if learning, not debauched by ambition, had

n satisfied to continue the imstructor, and not aspired to
be the master! Along with its natural protectors and guar-
dians, learning will be east into the mire, and trodden gown
under the hoots of & swinish multitude,!

1f, as I suspect, modern letters owe more than they are
always willing to own to ancient manners, so do other in.
tereats which we value full as much as they are worth. Even
commerce, and trade, and manufacture, the geds of our eco-
nowical politicians, are themselves perhaps but creatures;
are themselves but effocts, which, as first causes, we choose
to worship. They certainly grew under the same shade in
which learning flourished.” They vwo may decay with their

! Hee the fate of Bailly and Coadorcet, *ipposed 1o bo hers parucu-

larly alluded tv.  Cowmpare the cirenmsiances of the trial and ecs:ution
of the former with this prediction,
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amtural protecting principles.  With you, for tne present at
least, they all threaten to disappear together. eré srade
and manufactures are wanting to a people, and the spirit of
nobility and religion remains, sentiment supplies, and not
always il supplies, their place; but if commerce and the
arts should be lost in an experiment to try how well a state
may stand without these old fundamental principles, what
sort of a thing must be a nation of gross, stupid, feroeious,
and, at the same time, pogr and sordid, barbarians, destitute
of religion, onour, or manly pride, possessing nothing at
present, and hoping for nothing hereafter ?

I wish you may not be going fast, and by the shortest
cut, to that horrible and disgustful situation. Already there
appears & poverty of conception, a coarseness and vulgarity,
in all the procerdings of the Assembly and of all their in.
structors, Their liberty v not liberal, Their seienve is pre-
sumptuous ignorance. Their hmmanity is savage and Drotal,

It is not clear, whether in Eugland we leaned those grand
and decorous prineiples and wmanuers, of whieh considerable
traces yet remain, from you, or whether von took them from
us,  But to you, I think, we trare them best.  You seem to
me to be—genfis incunabulne nostre. Fronce has always more
or less influenced manners in England ; and when your foun-
tain ia choked up and polluted, the stream will not run long,
or not run clear, with us, or perhaps with any nation. This
gives all Europe, in my opinion, but too close and connected
& ¢coneern i what 18 done in France.  Excuse me, therefore,
if 1 have dwelt too long on the atrocious spectacle of the
Gth of Octaber, 1789, or bave given too much scope to the
reflectiona which have arisen in my mind on oceasion of the
most important of all revolutions, which may be dated frown
that day, I mean a revolution in sentiments, manners, anid
moral opinions,  As things now stand, with everything re-
spectable destroyed without us, and an attempt to destroy
within us every principle of respect, one is alniost forced to
apologize for barbouring the common feelings of men,

Why do 1 feel so differently from the Reverend Dr. Price,
and those of his lay flock who will choose to adopt the sen-
timents of hie discourse -—-For this plain reason—because
it 8 natural 1 should ; becavse we are so made, ns to be
sifected at sucn speetacies with melancholy sentiments cpon
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the unstalle condition of mortal prosperity, and the tre.
mendoustuncertainty of hwmnan grestness; because in those
natural’ feelings we Jearn great lessons; because in events
like these our passions inatruct our reason ; becanse when
kings are hurle%afmm their thrones by the Supreme Direct-
or of this great drama, and become the objects of insult to
the base, and of pity to the good, we beholld such disastera
in the moral, as we should behold a miracle in the physteal,
order of things. We are alarmed into reflection ; our minds
(ag it has long since been obeerved) are purified by terror
and pity; our wesk, unthinking pride is humbled under the
dispensations of s mysterious wisdom. Some tears might
be drawn from me, if such o spectacle were exhibited on the
atage. 1 should be truly ashamed of finding in myself that
superficial, theatric sense of paintdd distress, whilst I could
exult over it in real life. 'With such a perverted mind, I
could never venture to show my face st a tragedy. People
would think the tears that Garrick formerly, or that Siddons
not long since, have extorted from me, were the tears of
bypocrisy ; 1 should kuow them to be the tears of folly.
ndeed the theatro is a better schuol of moral sentiments
than churches, where the feelings of humanity are thus out-
raged. Poets who have to deal with an audience not yet
graduated in the school of the rights of men, and who must
apply themselves to the moral coumstitution of the heast,
would not dave to produce such a triwmph as a matter of ex-
ultation. There, where men follow their patural impulses,
they would not bear the odious maxims of a Machiavelian
ey, whether applied to the sttainment of monarchienl or
emocratic tyranny. They would reject them on the modern,
a8 they once did on the ancient stage, where they could not
bear even the hypothetieal gmpoaimon of such wickedness
in the mauth of a personated tyrant, though suitable to the
character he sustained. No theatric audience in Athens
would bear what has been borne, in the midst of the real tra-
gedy of this triumphal day; a prineipal actor weighing, as it
were in aceles hung in a shop of horrors,—so much actual
crime against so much contingent advantage,—sand after put.
ting 1 and out weights, declaring that the balance was on
the side of the advanteges. They would not bear to see the
crimes of new democracy posted as in 8 ledger againgt the
voL M. 2.
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crimea of old despotism, and the book-keepers of politics
finding demacraey still in debt, but by no neans figable or
nnwitling to pay the balanece. In the theatre, the first in-
tuitive glance, without any elahorate process of reasoning,
will show, that this method of politieal enmputation would
justify svery extent of crime. They would see, that on these
principles, even where the very worst acts were noy perpe-
trated, it was owing rather to the fortune of the conspirators,
than to their parshnony in the expenditure of treachery and
blood. They would svon see, that eriminal means onee toler-
ated are aoon preferred. They present a shorter cut to the
object than through the highway of the moral virtues. Jus.
tifying perfidy and murder for public benefit, publie benefit
wauld soon become the pretext, and perfidy and murder the
end ; nntil rapacity, mahice, revenge, and fear more dreadful
than revenge, could satiate their insatiable appetites. Such
muat be the consequences of losing, in the splendour of
these triumpha of the rights of men, all natural sense of -
wrong and right.

But the reverend pastor exunits in this “leading in tpis
umph,” because truly Louis the Sixteenth was * an arbitrary
monarch ;” that is, in other words, neither more nor less
than because he was Louis the Sizteenth, and boeause he
had the misfortune to be born king of France, with the pre-
rogatives of which, a long line of ancestors, aud a long ne-
quiescence of the peeple, without auy act of his, had put him
in possession. A misfortune it bas indeed turned out to him,
that he was born king of France. But misfortune is not
crime, nor is indiscretion always the greatest gwilt, I shall
never think that a prince, the acts of whose whole reign was
a series of concessions to his subjects, who was willing to
relax his authority, to remit his prorogatives, to call his
people to a share of freedom, not known, perhaps not de-
sired, by their ancestors; such a prince, though he should
be subjected to the common frailsies atitached to men and to
prinees, though he should have once thought it necessary to
provide force against the desperate designs monifestly carry-
g on against his person, and the remnants of his authority;
though ali this should be taken iute consideration, I shail
fed with great difficuity to think he deserves the eruel and
wngulting triumph of Paris. and of Dr. Price. I tremble for
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the causp of liberty, from such an example to kings. T trem-
ble for,the cause of humanity, in the unpunished outrages of
the moat wicked of mankind. But there are some people of
that low and degenerate fashion of mind, that they look up
with a sort of complacent awe and admiration to kings, who
know to keep firmn in their seat, to hold a strict hand over
their subjects, to assert their prerogative, and, by the awaken-
ed vigilauee of & severe despotism, to guard against the very
first approaches of freedom, Against such as these they
never elevate their voice,  Deseriers from prineiple, listed
with fortune, they never see any good in suffering virtue,
nor any crime in prosperyns usnuvpation.

If it could have been mane clear to me, that the king and
queen of France (those T mean who were such before the
triumph) were inexorable and eruel tyrants, that they had
fomneg a deliberate scheme for massaering the National
Assembly, (I think I have seen something like the latter in-
‘sinuated in certain pnblications,) T should think their cap-
tivity just. Tf this be true, much more onght to huve been
done, but doune, in my opinion, in another manuer. The
pumshment of real tyrants is a noble and awful act of jus-
tice ; and it has with truth been said to be conzolatory to the
human mind.  Butif I were to punish a wicked king, 1 should
regard the dignity in avenging the crime.  Justice 1s grave
and decorous, and 1n its ponishments rather seems to submit
to a necessity, than to make a choice.  Had Kero, or Agrip-
pina, or Louis the Eleventh, or Charles the Ninth, been
the subject ; if Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, after the
murder of Patkul, or his predecessor Christins, after the
murder of Monaldeschi, bad fallen into your hands, Sir, or
into mine, I nam sure cur conduct would have been different.

If the French king, or king of the French, {or by whatever
name he is known in the new voeabulary of your constitu-
tion,) has in his own person, and that of his queen, really
deserved these unavowed, but unavenged, murderons at-
tempts, and those frequent indignities more cruel than
murder, such a person would ill descrve even that subor-
dinate executory trust, which I understand is to be placed in
him; nor is he fit to be called chief in » nation which he
has outraged aud oppressed. A worse chowe for such an
office in a new commonwealth, than that of a doposed

W oa R
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tyeant, could not possibly be made. But to degrade and in-
sult 8 man as the worat of criminals, and afterwards to
trust him in your highest concerns, as a fuithful, honewst, snd
zealous servant, is not conaistent with reasoning, nor prudent
in policy, nor snfe in practice. Those who could make such
an appeintment must be guilsy of a more flagrant breach of
trust than any they bave yet committed against the people.
Ap this is the only crime in which your leading politicians
could have acted inconsistently, I conclude that there is no
sort of ground for these horrid insinustions. I think no
better of all the other calummnies.

In England, we give no ¢redit to them. "We are generous
onemies : we are faithful allies. We spurmn from us with
disgust and indignation the slunders of those who bring us
their anecdotes with the attestation of the flower-de-luce
on their shoulder. 'We have Lord George Gordon fast in
Newpgate ; and neither his being a public proselyte to Juda-
iam, nor his having, in his zeal against catholic priests and
all sorts of veclesiastics, raised a mob (excuse the term, it
is atill in use here) which pulled down all our prisons, have
Ereserved to him a liberty, of which he did not render

imself worthy by a virtuous use of it. 'We have rebuilt
Newgate, and tenanted the mansion. We have prisons al-
most as strong as the Bastile, for those who dare to libel
the queens of France. In this spiritual retreat, let the
noble libeller remain. Let him there meditate on his Thal-
-mud, until he learns a conduct more becoming his birth and
Earts, and not 8o disgraceful to the ancient religion to which

e has become a proselyte ; or until some persons from your
aide of the water, to please your new Hebrew brethren, shal}
ransem him. He may then be enabled to purchase, with the
old hoards of the synagogue, and a very small poundage on
the loug compound interest of the thirty pieces of wsilver,
(Dr. Price has shown us what miracles compound interest
will perform in 1780 years,) the linds which are lately dis.
covered to have been usurped by the Gallican church. Send
us your Poepish archbishop of Paris, and we will send you
our Protestant Rabbin. ‘We shall treat the person you send
un i exciange like a gentleman and an honest man,as he
183 but pray let him bring with him the fiund of hia hospi-
tality, bounty, and charity ; and, depend upon it, we shall
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hever seate a shilling of that honourable and pious fund,
nor think of enriching the treasury with the spoils of the
oor-hox.

To tell you the truth, my dear Sir, I think the honour of
our nation to be somewhat coucerned in the disclaimer of
the proceedings of this society of the Old Jewry and the
London Tavern. I have no maw’s proxy. I epeak only for
myself, when 1 disclaim, as 1 do with all possible earnestness,
alrcommuuion with the actors in that triumph, or with the
admirers of it. When I assert anything else, as concerning
the people of England, I speak fromn cbservation, not from
authority ; but I speak from the experience I have had in a
preéty extensive and mixed communication with the iubabit.
auts of this kingdom, of all descriptions aud ranks, and after
& course of attentive observation, began early in life, and
continued for vearly forty years. 1 have often been aston-

_ished, considering that we are divided from you but by a
slender dyke of about twenty-four miles, and that the mutund
intercoursc between the two countries has lately been very
great, to find how little you seem to know of us. 1 suapect
that this is owing to your forwing a judgment of thia nation
from certain publicatione, which do, very erroneously, it they
do at all, represent the opinions and dispositions generally
prevalent in England. The vanity, restlessuess, petulance,
and spirit of intrigue, of several petty cabals, who atiempt
to hide their total want of consequence in bustle and noise,
and pufting, and mutual quotztion of each other, makes you
imagine that our coutemptuons neglect of their abilivies 1s a
mark of general acquicscence in their opinions. No such
thing, L assure you. Beesuse half a dozen grasshoppers under
s fern make the field ring with their importunate chink,
whilst thousands of great cattie, reposed beneath the shadow
of the British oak, chew the cud and are silent, pray do not
imagine that those who make the noise are the only inbabit-
anta of the field; that, of eourse, they are many in number ;
or that, after all, they are other than the little, shrivelled,
meagre, hopping, though loud and troublesome, insects of
the hour, ’

1 almost venture to affirm, that not one in s hundred
smongst us fpm*i;iei[::ates in the * triuln?h * of the Revolution
Bociety. If the king and queen of France, and their chil-
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dren, were o fell into our hands by the chance of war, i
the most acrimonions of all hostilities, (I deprecate such an
event, 1 deprecate such hostility,) they would be treated with
another sort of triumphal entry into London. We formerly
have bad a king of France in that situation; you have read
how he was trented by the victer in the field; and in what
manuer he was afterwards received in Fogland. Four hun-
dred years have goue over us; bat T believe we are not
materially changed since that period.  Thanks te our sulien
resistance o innovation, thanks to the eold sluggishness of our
naticnal character, we still bear the stamp of our forefathers.
We have not (as I conecive) lost the generosity and dignity
of thinking of the fourteenth century; nor as yet have we
subtilized ourselves iufo savapes. We are not the converts
of Rousseau; we are not the disciples of Voltaire; Helvetiug
hus made no progress amongst us, Atheists are not our
preachers ; madmen are not our lawgvers. We know that
we have made no discoverics, amd we think that no dis-
coveries are to be made, in morality ; nor many in the great
principles of government, nor in the ideas of liberty, which
were understood long befure we were born, altogether as
well as they will be after the grave has heaped its mould
upon our presumption, and the silent tomd shall have im-
posed its law on our pert loquacity, In England we have
net yet been completely embowelled of our natural entrails ;
we still feel within us, and we eherish and eultivate, those
inbred sentimente which are the fuithful guardians, the se.
tive monitors of our duty, the true supporters of all Liberal
and mnnly morals. We have not been drawn and trussed,
in order that we may be filled, like stuifed birds in a museum,
with chaff and rags and paltry blurred shreds of paper about
the rights of man, We preserve the whole of cur feelinga
still native and entire, unsophisticated by pedantry and infi-
delity. We have real hearts of flesh and blood beating in
our bosoma. We fear God; we look up with awe to kings;
with affection fo parliaments; with duty to magistrates;
with reverence to priests; and with respeet to nobilityd

! The English are, 1 conceive, toisrepresented in s letter published in
one of the papers, by & gentleman theught to be n dissonting minister,—
When writing to Dr. Price of the spirit which prevails at Paris, he says,
“1he spirit of thhe puople in this place has abolished all the proud distine
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Why ? rBecause when such idess are brought before our .
minda,if is natural to be so affected ; because all other feel-
ings are false and spurious, and tend to corrupt our minds,
to vitiate our primary morals, to render us unfit for rational
Liberty ; and by teaching us & servile, licentious, and aban-
donedy msolence, to be our low sport for a few holidays, to
make us perfectly fit for, and justly deserving of, slavery,
through the whole course of our lives.

You see, Sir, that in this enlightened age T am bold encugh
te confiss, that we ure generally men of untaught feelings ;
that instead of casting away all our old prejudices, we cherish
them to a very considerable degree, a.mr, to take more shame
to ourselves, we cherish them because they are prejudices;
and the longer they have lasted, and the more generaily they
have prevailed, the more we cherish them.  'We are afraid to
put men o live and trade each on his own private stock of
renson ; because we suspect that this stock in each man ie
small, and ihat the individuals would do better to avail them-
selves of the general bank and capital of nations and of ages.
Many of our men of speculation, instead of exploding general
prejudices, employ their sagacity to discover the latent wisdom
which prevails in them. If they find what they seek, and
they seldomt fail, they think it more wise to continue the
prejudice, with the reason involved, than to cast away the
coat of prejudice, and to leave nothing but the uaked reason;
because prejudice, with its reason, has a motive to give action
to that reason, and an aflection which will give it permanence.
Prejudice i8 of ready application in the emergeney; it pre-
viously engagzes the miod in a steady course of wisdom and
virtue, and does not leave the man hesitating in the moment
of decision, sceptical, puzzied, and unresolved. Prejudice
renders & man’s virtue his habit ; and 1ot a series of uncon-
nected scts.  Through just prejudice, hia duty becomes a part
of his nature,

Your literary men, and your politivians, and so do the
whole clan of the eulightened among us, essentially differ iu

#ions which the king and mobles had nsurped in their minds; whether ikey
Wik of the Ling, the noble, or the priest, their whole language is that of the
mast enlightened and lideral amongst the English.” It this genileman
means to confine the lerms enlightened and libeval to one se of men is
Euglacd, ir may be trus. I+ is mot generally so.
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these points, They have no respect for the wisdom of
others; but they pay it off by a very full measure of con-
fidence in their own. With them it is a sufficient motive to
destroy an old scheme of things, because it is an old one. As
to the new, they are in no sort of fear with regard to the
duration of a building run up in haste; because duration is
no objeet to those who think little or nothing has been done
before their time, and who place all their hopes in discovery.
They conceive, very systematicaily, that all things which give
perpetuity are mischievous, and therefore they are at inexpi-
able war with all establishments. They think that govern-
ment may vury like modes of dress, and with as httle il
effect : that there needs no principle of sttachment, except a
sense of present conveniency, to any constitution of the state.
They always speak as if they were of opinion that there ie a
singular species of compact between them and their magis-
trates, which binds the magistrate, but which has nothing
reciprocul i it, but that the majesty of the people has a right
to dissolve it without any reason, but its will. Their attach-
ment to their country itself iv only so far as it agrees with
some of their fleeting projects; it begins and ends with that
echeme of polity which falls in with their momeutary opinion.

These docirines, or rather sentiments, seem prevalent with
your new statesmen. DBut they are wholly different from
those on which we have always acted in this country.

I hear it is sometimes given out in Franee, that what is
doing among you is after the example of Eugland. I beg
jeave to affirm, that scarcely anytbing done with you has
originated from the practice or the prevalent opinions of this

eople, either in the act or in the spirit of the proceeding.

et me add, that we are as unwilling to learn these lessons
from France, as we are sure that we never tanght them to
that nation. The cabals here, who take a sort of share in

our {ransactions, as yet consist of but u handful of people.
{f unfortunately by their intrigues, their sermons, their pubs
lications, and by & confidence derived from un expected union
with the couuse{s and forces of the French nation, they should
draw consideruble numbers into their faction, and in conse-
quence should seriously attempt anything here in imitation
of what has been done wiih you, the event, 1 dare venture to
prophesy, will be, that, with somme trouble to their country,
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they will soon accomplish their own destruction. This people
refused to change their law in remote ages from respect to
the infallibility of popes; and they will not now alter it from
& pious implweit faith in the dogmatism of philosophers;
though the former was armed with the anathema and crusade,
and though the latter should act with the libel and the
lamp-iron.

Formerly your affairs were your own concern only, We
felt for them as men ; but we kept aloof from them, becanse
we were not citizens of France. But when we see the model
held up to oursclves, we must feel as Englishmen, and feel-
ing, we must provide as Englishmen. Your affairs, in spite
of us, are made a part of our interest ; so far st leust ns to
keep at a distance your panacen, or your plague. It it be a
paunacea, we do not want it.  We know the eensequences of
unnecessary physic. If it be a plague, it i8 such a piague
that the precautions of the most severe quarantine ought to
be established against it.

I hear on all hands that & cabal, calling itself philosophic,
receives the glory of many of the late proceedings ; and that
their opinions and systems are the true actuating spivit of
the whole of them. 1 have heard of no party in England,
literary or political, at any lime, known by such a descrip-
tion. It is not with you composed of those men, is it?
whom the vulgar, in their blunt, homely style, commonly eall
atheists and infidels 7 1f it be, I admit that we too have had
writers of that description, who made some noise in their day.
At present they repose in lasting oblivion.  Who, born with-
in the last forty years, has read one word of Colling and
Toiand, and Tindal, and Chubb, and Morgan, and that whole
race who called themselves Freethinkers? Who now reads
Bolingbroke ? Who cver read him through 7 Ask the book-
gellers of London what is become of all these lights of the
world. In as few yeurs their few sueccessors will go to the
family vault of “allthe Capulets.” But whatever they were,
or are, with us, they were and are whelly unconnceted in-
dividuals. With us they kept the common nature of their
kind, and were not gregerious. They never acted in corps,
or were known as a faction in the state, nor presumed to
influence in that name or character, or for the purp.ses of
such & faction, on any of our public concerns. Whether they



362 BEYTLCTIONS DX YHE

ought 80 to exist, and so be permitted to act, is gnother
question. As such eshala have not existed in England, so
neither has the spirit of them had any influence in establishe
ing the original frame of our constifution, or in any one of
the several reparations and improvements it has undergone.
The whole hns been done under the auepices, and is ocon-
firmed by the sanctjons, of religion and piety. The whele
Liza emanated from the simplicity of our national character,
snd from a sort of native pﬁminness and directness of under-
atanding, which for a long time characterized those men who
have successively obtained authority amongst us. This dise
position still remains ; at lesst in the grest body of the peoples:

We kuow, and what is beiter, we feel inwardly, that
religion is the basia of civil society, and the source of all good
and of oll comfort.! Tn England weure so convinced of this,
that there is no ruat of superstition, with which the accumue
lated absurdity of the humangmind might have crusted it
ovetfin the course of ages, that utety-nine in a hundred of the
people of Eungland would not prefer to impiety. We shall
never be such fools as to call in an enemy to the subetance
of any aystem to remove its corruptions, to supply ite defects,
or to perfect ita construetion. If our religious teneta ahould-
ever waunt a turther elacidation, we shall not call on atheism
to explain them. 'We shall not light up our temple from
that unhallowed fire. Tt will be iluminated with other lights,
It will be perfumed with other incense, than the infectious
stuff. which is imported by the smugglers of adulterated
metaphysics. If' our ecclesiastical establishment should
waut a revision, it is not avariee or rapacity, public or private,
that we shall employ for the audit, or receipt, or applieation
of its consccrateﬁ revenue. Violently condemning neithep
the Greek nor the Armenian, nor, sinee heats are subsided,
the Roman system of religion, we prefer the Protestant ;: not
because we think it has less of the Christian religion in it,

! Sit igitur hoc ab initic persmasum civibus, dominos essa smnivm
rerum ac moderatores, deos; eaque, quic gerantur, eorum geri vi, ditiona,
we numinc; eosdemgue optime de genere hominum inereri; et qualis
quisque sit, qoid agat, quid in se admnittat, qua mente, qua pictate colat
religivnes intuey ; plornm et impiornm hnbere rattonem.  His cnim rebus
.mbutse meutes haud sane abhorrcbunt ab utili et & vera sententia. Cic,
ie Legibus, L 3
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but begavae, in our judgment, it hay more. We sre Pro |
tentants, not from in«fiﬂ'erence, but from zeal,

“We know, and it is zur pride to know, that man is by his
eonstitution a religious animal; that atheism is against, not
only our reason, but our inatinets; and that it cannot prevail
long. But if, in the moment of riot, and in a drunker
delirium from the hot spirit drawn out of the alembie of hell,
which in France is now so furiously beiling, we should un.
cover our nakedness, by throwing off that Christian religion
which has hitherto been our boast and comfort, and ona
greit source of civilizaticn amongst vs, and amongst many
other nations, we are apprehensive (being well sware that
the mind will not endure a void) that seme uncouth, pernicis
ous, and degrading superstition might take place of it.

For that reason, before we take from cur establishment
the natural, burnan means of estimation, and give it up to
contempt, us you have done, and in doing it have incurred
the penalties you well deserve to sufter, we desire that sbme
other may be presented to us in the place of it. We shall
then form our judgment.

On these ideas, instead of quarrelling with establishments,
aa some do, who have made a philosephy and a religion of
their hostility to such institutions, we cleave closely Lo them.
‘We are resolved to keep an estublished church, an established
monarchy, an established aristocracy, and an established de«
moceracy, each in the degree it exists, and in no greater. I
shall show you presently how much of each of these we pose
8ens.

It has been the misfortune (uot, as these gentlemen think
it, the glory) of this age, that cverything is to be discussed,
&8 if the constitution of our couuntry were to be always a
subject rather of altercation, than enjoyment. Yor this
reason, ws well as for the ssiisfaction of those among you (if
any such you have among you) who may wish te profit of
examples, I venture to trouble yuu with a few thoughts upon
encl of these establishments. T do not think they were un-
wise in ancient Rome, who, when they wished to new-model
their laws, set commissioners to exanune the best constituted
republics within their reach.

Firat, I beg leave to speak of our church estabhishment,
which is the first of our prejudices, not a prejudice destituie
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_ of fesson, but involving in it profound and extensivegwindom.
I speak of it first, 1% is first, and last, and midst i our
minds. For, taking gronnd on that religious system, of
which we are now in possession, we continue to act on the
early received and uniformly continned sense of mankind
That sense not: ouly, like a wise architect, hath built up the
august fabric of states, but like a provident proprictor, to
preserve the structure from profanation and rain, as a sacred
temple purged from all the inpurities of fraud, and violence,
and injustice, and tyranny, hath solemnly and for ever conse-
crated the commonwealth, and all that officiate in it. This
consecration is made, that all who administer in the govern.
ment of men, in which they stand in the person of God him.
sclf, should have high and worthy notions of their funetion
and destination; that their bope should be full of immor-
tality ; that they should not look to the paltry pelf of the
moment, nor to the temporary and transient praise of the
vulgar, but to a solid, permanent existence, in the permmanent
part of their nature, and to a permancnt fame and glory, in
the example they leave na a rich inheritance to the world.

Such sublime principles ought to be infused into persons
of exalted situations ; and religious establishments provided,
that may continually revive and enforce them. Every sort
of moral, every sort of civil, every sort of politie institution,
alding the rational and natursl ties that connect the human
understanding and affections to the divine, are not maore thar
neceseary, in order to build up that wonderful structure,
Man; whose prerogative it is, to be in a great degree a
ereature of his own making; and who, when made as he
ought to be made, is destined fo hold no trivial place in the
creation., But wienever man is put over meun, a8 the better
nature ought ever to preside, in that ease more particularly,
he should as nearly as possible be approximated to his per
fection,

The consecration of the state, by a state religioua estab-
lishmeut, is necessary also to operate with a wholesome awe
upon free citizens ; because, in order to secure their freedem,
they must enjoy some determinate portion of power. To
them therefore a religion connected with the state, and with
their duty towards it, becomes even more necessary than in
such societies, where the people, by the terms of their subs
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jection, are confined to private sentiments, and the marage.
ment of*their own family concerns. All persons possessing *
any pértion of power ought to be strongly and awifully im-
pressed with an ides that they act in trust: and that they
are to account for their conduct in that trust to the one
great Master, Auwthor, snd Founder of society.

This principle ought even to be more strongly impressed
upon the minds of those who compoese the collective moves
reignty, than npon those of single princes. Without instrie
meuts, these princes can do mothing. Whoever uses inatru.
ments, in finding helpy, finds aleo impediments. Their power
is therefore by no means complete ; nor are they aafe in ex-
treme abuse. Such persons, however elevated by flattery,
arrognnce, and self-opinion, must be sensible, that, whether
coverad or not by positive law, in some way or other the
are aceountable even here for the abuse of their trust. If
they are not cut off by a rebeilion of their people, they may
be strangled by the very janissavies kept for their security
against all other rebellion, Thus we have seen the king of
France sold by his soldiers for an increase of pay. DBut
where popular autherity is absolute and unrestrained, the
people have an infinitely greater, because a far better found-
ed, confidence ju their own power. They are themselves, in
8 great measure, their own instruments. They are nearer fo
their ohjects.  Besides, they are less uader responsibility to
one of the greatest controlling powers on earth, the sense of
famo and estimation. The share of infamy, that is likely to
fall to the lot of each individuel in public acts, is small
indeed ; the operation of opinion being in the inverse ratio
to the number of those who abuse power. Their own appro-
bation of their own acts has to them the appearance of a
public judgment in their fuvour. A perfect democracy is
therefore the most shameless thing tn the world, As it ia
the most shameless, it 15 also the most fearless. No man
apprehends in his person that he csn be made subject to
punishment. Certainly the peaple at larye never ought : for
an all punishments are for example townards the conservation
of the people at large, the peup{a at Jarge can never become
the subject of punishment by any humun hand.! It s there-
fore of infinite importance that they should not be suffered

1 Quicguid multis peccatur iuuiteu.
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to imagine that their will, any move than tbat of kings. in

* the standard of right and wrong. They ought to"be per.
suaded that they are full as little entitled, and far less qun.
lified with safety to themselves, to use any arbitrary power
whatsoever ; that therefore they are not, under a false show
of liberty, but in truth, to exercise an unmnatural, inverted
domination, tyrannically to exact, from those who officiate in
the state, not an entire devotion to their interest, which is
their right, but an abject submission to their accasional will;
extinguishing thereby, in all those who scrve them, all moral
principle, all sense of dignity, all use of judgment, and all
consistency of character; whilst by the very same process
they give themmselves up a proper, a suitable, but a most
contemptible prey to the servile ambition ¢f popular syco-
phants, or courtly flatterers,

When the people have emptied themselves of all the lust
of gelfish will, which without religion it is utterly impossible
they ever thould, when they are conscious that they ex-
ercise, and exercise perhaps in a higher link of the order of
delegation, the power, which to he legitimate must be ae-
cording to that eternal, immutable law, in which will and
reason are the same, they will be more careful how they
place power in base and ineapable hands. In their nomina-
tion to office, they will not appoint to the exercise of author-
ity, as to a pitiful job, but as to a holy function; not accord-
ing to their sordid, selfish interest, nor to their wanton
caprice, nor to their arbitrary will; but they will confer
that power (which any man may well tremble to give or to
receive) on those only, in whom they may discern that pre-
dominant proportion of active virtue and wisdom, taken
together and fitted to the charge, such, as in the great and
inevitable mixed mass of human imperfections and infirmi-
ties, is to be found.

‘When they are habitually convinced that no evil can be
zeceptable, either in the act or the permission, to him whose
essence 1s good, they will be better able to extirpate out of
the minds of all magistrates, civil, ecclesiastical, or military,
anything that bears the least resemblance to a proud and
lawless domination. .

But one of the first and most leading principles on which
the conmonwealth and the laws are consecrated, ie lest the
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temprrary possessors and life-renters in it, unmindful of
what they have received from their ancestors, or of what 18
due tu their posterity, should act as if they were the entire
masters ; that they should not think it among their rights to
cut off the ontail, or commit waste on the ivheritance, by
destroying at their pleasure the whole original fabrie of their
society ; hazarding te leuve to those who come after them a
ruin instead of sy habitation——and teaching these successors
a8 libtle to respect their contrivances, as they had themselves
respeeted the mstitutions of their forefathers. By this un.
prineipled fueility of changing the state as often, and as much,
#nd in az many ways, as there are floating fancies or fashions,
the whole ehain and continuity of the commonwealil would
be broken. No one genceation could link with the other,
Men would become little better than the flies of a summer,
Aud first of all, the science of jurisprudence, the pride of
the human intellect, which, with all its defects, redundancies,
and errors, is the collected reason of ages, combining the
Erinciples of original justice with the infinite variety of
uman concerns, as a heap of old exploded errors, would be
no longer studied, Personal self-sufficiency and arrogance
{the certain attendants upon all those who have never ex-
perienced s wisdom greater than their own) would usurp the
tribunal. Of course no certain laws, establishing invariable
grounds of hope and fear, would keep the actions of men in
a certain course, or direct thein to a certain end. Nothing
atable in the modes of holding property, or exercising fune-
tion, could forn » solid ground on which any parent could
speculate in the education of his offspring, or in a choeice for
their future establishment in the world. No principles
would be early worked iuto the habits. As soon as the most
able instructor had completed his laborious course of inatitu-
tion, instead of sending forth his pupil, accomplished i a
virtuous discipline, fitted $o procure him sttention and re-
spect, in lus pluce in society, he would find everything alter-
ed; and that he had turned out a peor ereature to the con-
tempt and derision of the world, igucrant of the trno grounds
of estimation. Who would insure a tender and delicate sense
of honour to beat almost with the first pulses of the hears,
when no man c¢ould know what would be the test of honour
in a nation, continually varying the standard of its coin?
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No,part of life would retain its acquiritions. Barbarisw’
. with regard to seience and literature, unskilfulness with re
gard to arts and manufactures, would infallibly eucceed #{
the want of a steady education and settled principle; and
thus the commonwealth itgelf would, in a few generations,
crumble away, be disconnected into the dust and powder of
individuality, and at length dispersed to all the winds of
heaven.

To avoid thevefore the evils of inconstancy and versatility,
ten thousand times worso than those of obstinacy and the
blindest prejudice, we have consecrated the state, that no
man should approach to look into its defects or corruptions
but with due cauntion; that he should never dream of begin.
ning its reformation by its subversion; that he should ap-
proach to the faults of the state as to the wounds of a father,
with pious awe and trembling solicitude. By this wise pre-
jmdice we are taught to look with horror on those children of
their country, who ave prompt rashly to hack that aged parent
in pieces, and put kim into the kettle of magicians, in hopes
that by their poisonous weeds, and wild incantatious, they
may regenerate the paternal constitution, and renovate their
father’s life.

Society is indeed & contract. Subordinate contracts for ob-
jects of mere occasional interest may be dissolved at pleasure
—hut the state ought not to be considered as nothing better
than a parinership agreement in a trade of pepper and coffee,
calico or tobaceo, or some other such low coneern, 1o be taken
up for a little temporary interest, and to be disolved by the
faney of the parties. It is to be looked on with other reverence;
because it s not a partnership in things subservient ouly to
the gross animal existence of a temporary and perishable na-
ture. Itis a partnership inall science; o partnership in all art;
a partnership in every virtue, and in all perfection. As theends
of auch a partnership cannot be obtained in many generations,
it becomes a partnership not only belween those who are liv.
ing,but between those who ave living, those who are dead. and
those who are to be born. Each contract of each particular
atate is but & clause in the great primsval contract of eternal
eociety, linking the lower with the higher natures, connect-
ing the visible and invisible world, according to a fixed com-
pact sanctioned by the inviolable oath which holds all physw
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cal ‘and ¢all moral naturcs, each in their appointed place.
This law is not subject to the will of those, who by an
obligatien ahove them, svud infinitely euperior, sre bound
to submit their will to that }aw. The municipal corporatione
of thet universal kingdom are not morally at liberty at their
pleasure, and on their speculations of a contingent improve.
ment, wholly to separate and tear nsundor the bands of their
subordinate communtty, and to dissolve it into an unsocial,
uneivil, unconnected chaos of clementary principles. It is
the first and supreme necessity only, a neeessity that is not
chosen, but chooses, a necessity parmnount to deliberation,
that admits po discossion, und demands no evidence, which
alone can justify a resort to anarchy. This necessity i no
exception to the rule; because this necessity itsell is a part
too of that moral and physieal digposition of things, to which
man must be gbedient by cansent or force : but it that which
is only submission Lo neeessity shoulil be made the objeet ot
whoiee, the law {s Lroken, nature ix disobeyed, and the re-
bellious are ontlawed, cast Torth, aud exiled, from this world
of reason, and order, and prace, snd virtue, and fruitful peni-
tence, into the antagoniat world of imadness, discord, viee,
confusion, and voavailing sorrow.

These, my dear Sir, are, were, and, I thiuk, long will be,
the scntimenta of not the least learned und reflecting part
of this kingdom. They, who are included in this deserips
tion, form their epinions on such grounds as sueh persons
ought to form them.  The less iuquiring receive them from an
authority, which those whom Providence dooms to live on
trast need not be ashamed o rely on. These two sorts of
men move in thie same direction, though in o different place,
They Loth move with the veder of the universe.  They all
know or fecl this great ancient truthiz * Quod illi prineipi ot
praepotenti Deo qui onmem hune munduwm regit, nthil corum
qus quidem fiant in terris aceepting quam convilia et ceetus
bhominum jure sociati qua civitates appellantur”” They
take this tenet of the head and benet, not from the great
pame which it immedintely Dears, nor from the greater from
whenee 1t is derived ; but from that which alone can give
true weight and sanction to any learned opinion, the
commen naturo and common relation of men.  Persuaded
that all things ought to be done with reference, and refer-

¥aL, . T
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ring all tothe point of reference to which all shonld bedirected,
they think themeelves bound, not only as individusls, in the
sanctuary of the heart, or as congregated in that personal
capacity, to renew the memory of their high erigin and
cast ; but also in their corporate charaeter to perform their
national bomage to the institutor, and author, and protector
of civil society ; without which eivil society man could not
by any possibility arrive at the perfection of which his na-
ture is capable, nor even make a remote and faint ap-
proach to it. They conceive that He whe gave our nature
to be perfected by our virtue, willed also the necessary means
of its perfection.—He willed therefore the state—He wilied
its connexion with the source and original archetype of all
perfection. They whe are convineed of this his will, which
18 the law of laws, and the sovereign of sovereigns, cannot
think it reprehensible that this our corporate fealty and hom-
age, that thin our recognition of a signiory parnmount, I
hud alimost said this oblation of the state itaclf, as a worthy»
offering on the high altar of universal praise, rhould be per-
formed as ali public, solemn acts ave performed, ju buildings,
in music, in deeoration, in peech, in the dignity of persons,
according to the customs of mankind, taught by their na-
ture ; this is, with modest splendour and unussuming state,
with mild majesty and sober pomp. Jor those purposes
they think some parl of the wealth of the country is as use-~
fully employed as it can be in fomenting the luzury of indi-
vidunls. It is the public orbument. 1t is the public eon-
solation. It nourishes the public hope. The poorest man
finds his own importance and dignity in it, whilst the wealth
and pride of individuals at every moment makes the man of
humble rank and fortune sensible of his inferiority, and de-
grades and vilifies his condition. 1t is for the man in hwn-
ble life, and to raise his nature, and te put him in mind of a
state in which the privileges of spulence will cease, when he
will be equal by nature, and may be more than equal by vire
tue, that thie portion of the geueral wealth of his country ia
eln})loyed aud sanctified,

assure you I de net aim at singularity. I give yor
opinions whiech have been accepted amougst us, from very
carly times to this moment, with u continued and generm
approbation. and which indeed are so worked into my mind,
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that T agn unable to distinguish what T have lsarned from
others, from the results of my own meditation.

It 18 on Bome such principles that the majority of the peo-
le of England, far from thinkiog a religions national estulbe
ishment unlawful, hardly think it lawful to be without one.

In France you are wholly mistaken if you do not believe us
sbove all other things atiached to it, and beyond all other
nations ; and when this people has acted unwisely and un-
justifiably in its favour, (as in some instances they ﬂm'e done
most certainly,) in their very errors you will at least dis-
cover their zeal.

This principle runs through the whole system of their
pelity.  They do not eonsider their church establishment as
convenient, Lut as cssential to their state; not as a thing
heterogeneouy and separable; somcthing added for aceom-
modation ; what they may either keep or lay aside, according
to their temporary idens of convenience,  They consider it as
dhe foundation of their whole constitution, with which, and
with every part of which, it holds an indisscluble uuion,
Chureh and state are ideas inseparable in their minds, and
searcely is the one ever mentivned without mentioning the
other.

Our education is se formed as to confirm and fix this im-
pression. Qur education 12 in & manner wholly in the hands
of ecclesinsties, and in all stages from infanc)“ to manhood.
Even when our youth, leaving schools and universities, enter
that most importunt period of life which begins to link ex-
perience and study together, and when with that view they
visit other countries, iustead of old domesties whom we have
seen as governors ta principal men from other parts, three-
fourths of those who go abroad with our young nobility aud
gentlemen are ceclesiastivs; not as austere masters, nor as
mere followers; but as friends and companions of w graver
character, and not seldom persons as well born as them-
selves. With them, as relations, they most eonstautly kecp
up a close connexion through life. My this counexion we
coneeive thut we attach our gentlemen to the chureh; and
we liberalize the church by an intercourse with the leading
cliaracters of the country.

8o tenacous are we of the old ecelesiastical modes and
fashions of imstitution, that very litile alteration has beeu

22
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made in them since the fourteenth or fifteenth pentur{:
adhering in this particular, as in all things else, to eur old
settled 1maxim, never entirely nor at ouce to depart from
antiquity, We found these uld iustitutions, on the whole,
favourable to morality and discipline ; and we thought the
were susceptible of amendment, without altering the ground.
We thought that they were capable of receiving and melior-
ating, and above all of preserving, the accessions of science
and literature, as the orger of Providence shonld successively
produce them. And after all, with this Gothic and monkis
edueation (for such it is in the ground-work) we may put in
our claim to as ample and as early a share in all the improve-
ments in science, in arts, and in literature, which have illus
minated and adorned the modern world, as any ether nation
in Europe : we think one main cause of this improvement
wad our not despising the patrimony of knowledge which
was left us by our forefathers,

It i3 from our attachment to a churel establishment, that”
the English pation did not think it wise to intrust that
great, fundamental interest of the whole to what they trust
no part of their eivil or military public service, that is,
to the unsteady and precarious coutribution of individuals.
They go further. They certainly never have suffered, and
never will suffer, the fixed estate of the church to be econ-
verted into a pension, to depond on the treasury, and to be
delayed, withheld, or perhaps to be extinguished, by fiscal
difficulties: which difgcultics may sometimes be pretended
for political purposes, and are in fact otten brought cn by
the extravagance, negligence, and rapacity of politicians.
The people of England think that they have constitutional
motives, a8 well as religious, sguinst any project of turning
their independent clergy iuto ecelesicetical pensioners of
etate. They tremble for their liberty, from the influence of
a clergy dependent on the erown; they tremble for the pub-
lic tranquiﬁjity from the disorders of a factious clergy, if it
were made to depend upon any other than the crown. They
therefore made their church, like their king and their nobi-
iity, independent,

From t}iue united considerations of religion and constitu-
tional policy, from their opinion of a duty to make sure pro.
vision for the consolation of the feeble and the instr:etiom
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of the f?noraut, theg' have incorporated and identified ‘the
estate of the church with the mass of private property, of
which the state is not the proprietor, either for use or do-
minion, but the guardian only and the regulator. They
have ordained that the provision of this establishment might
be as stable as the e&rtllm on which it stands, and should not
fluctuate with the Euripus of funds and actions.

The men of England, the meu, I mean, of light and leadin
in England, whose wisdom (if they have any) is open an
direct, would be ashamed, as of a silly, deceitful trick, to
profess any religion in name, which, by their procecdings,
they appear to contemn, If by their condnet (the only lun.
guage that rarcly lies) they seemed to regard the great ruling
prineiple of the moral and the natural world, as a mere in-
vention to keep the vulgar in chedicucee, they apprehend that
by such a conduet they would defeat the politic purpose they
have in view. They would find it difficelt to maEe others

v believe in a avstem to which they manifestly give no eredit
themselves. The Christian statesmen of this land would in-
deed first provide for the multitude ; because it is the multi-
fude; and is therefore, az such, the firgt object in the ec
clesinstieal inatitution, and in all institutious. They have
been taught, that the ecircumsiance of the pospel’s being
preached to the poor, was one of the great testa of its true
migsion. They think, theretore, that those do not believe it,
who do not take eare it should be preached to the poor.
But as they know that charity is not confined to any cue
description, but ought to apply itself to all men who have
watits, they are not deprived of & due and anxious sevsation
of pity to the distresses of the miscrable great. They are
not repelied through a fastidious delicacy, at the stench of
their arrogance and presumption, from a medicinal attention
to their mentul blotches and running sores.  They are rensi-
ble, that religious instruction is of more consequence to them
than to any others; from the greatness of the temptation to
which they are exposed; from the important consequences
that attend their faults; from the contagion of their 1] ex-
ample; fram the necessity of bowing down the atubborn
nock of their pride and ambition to the yoke of moderation
and virtue; from a eonsideration of the fat etupidity and
gross ignorance concerning what imports men most to know,
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which prevails at courts, and at the head of armieg, and in
scnates, as much as at the loom and in the field. .

The English people are satisfied, that to the great the conso.
latious of religion are as necessary as its instructions. They
too are amoug the unrhappy. They feel perssnal pain, and
domestic sorrow. In these they have no privilege, but are sub-
ject to pay their full coutingent to the contributions levied
on mortahity. They want this sovereign balm under their
gnawing cares and anxietics, which, being lesa eonversant
about the limited wants of animal life, range without limit,
and arc diversified by infinite combinations, in the witd and
inbounded regions of Imaginstion. Some charitable dole s
wanting to these, our often very unhappy brethren, to fill
the gloomy void that reigns in minds which have nothing
on exrth to hope or fear; something to relteve in the kill-
ing languor and over-laboured lassitude of those who have
nothing ko do; something to execite an appetite to existence
in the palled satiety which attends on all pleasures which
may be bought, where nature te not left to her own process,
where even desire is anticipated, and therefore fruition de.
feated by meditated schemes and contrivances of delight;
and no interval, no obstacle, is interposed betwecn the wish
and the accomplishment.

The people of England know how little influence tho
teachers of religion are likely to have with the wealthy and
powerful of long standing, and how much less with the newly
tortunate, if they appear in a munper no wey assorted to
these with whom they must associate, and over whom they
must even exercise, in some eases, something like an anthor-
ity. What must they think of that body of teachers, if they
see it in no part above the establishwent of their domestie
servanta 7 Tf the poverty were voluntary, there might be
some difference. Birong instences of self-denial operate
powerfully on our miuds; and a man whe has no wants has
obtained great freedom, and firmness, and even dignity. But
as the mass of any deseription of men are but men, and their
poverty cannot be voluntary, ihat disrespect, which attends
_upon all lay poverty, will not depart from the ecclesinstical.
Qur provident constitution has therefore taken care that
those who are to instruct presumptuous ignorance, those who
are to be censors over 1nsolent vice, should neither imeur
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their coptempt, nor live upon their alme; nor will it te J)t.
the rich to aneglect of tRme true wedicine of their minds,
For these reasons, whilst we provide first for the poor, and
with a parental solicitude, we have not relegated religion
(like something we were ashamed to show) to obscure mu-
nicipalities, or rustic villages, Not! we will have her to
exalt her mitred front in courts and parliaments. We will
have her mixed throughout the whole mass of life;, and
blended with all the classes of society. The people of Eng-
land will show to the haughty potentates of the world, and
to their talking mophisters, tzat a free, a generous, ah in-
formed nation honours the high magistrates of its church ;
that it will not suffer the insolence of wealth and titles, or
nny other species of proud pretension, to look down with
sgorn upon what they look up to with reverence ; nor pre-
sume to trample ¢n that acquired personal nebility, which
they intend always to be, nnd which often is, the fruit, not
*tho reward, (for what can be the rewardP) of learning,
piety, and virtue. They can see, without pain or grudging,
an archbishop precede a duke. They can see a bishop of
Durham, or s bishop of Winchester, in possession of ten
thousand pounds s year; and cannot coneeive why it is in
worse hands than estates to the like amount in the hands of
this earl, or that squire ; althongh 3t may be true, that =o
many dogs and Liorses are not kept by the former, and fed
with the vietuals whick ought to nourish the ehildren of the
people. It is true, the whole church revenue is not always
employed, and to every shilling, in charity ; nor perhaps
ought ity but something is generally so cmployed. It is
better to cherish virtue and humanity, by leaving much to
free will, even with some loss o the object, than to attempt
to malie men mere machines and instruments of a political
benevolence. The world on the whole will gain by a liberty,
without which virtue cannot exist.

When oneo the commonwenlth has established the estates
of the church as property. it can, cousixtently, hear nothing
of the more or the less. Too much and too little are treason
against property. What evil can arise from the quantity in
any hand, whilet the supreme authority hns the full, sove.
reigt. superintendence over this, as over all property, to pre-
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vent every species of abuse; and, whenever it notably de-
viates, to give to it a direction agreeable to the purposes of
ite institution,

In England most of ug conceive that it is envy and malig-
nity towards those who are often the beginners of their own
fortane, and not a love of the self-denial and mortification
of the ancient church, that makes some lock askance at the
distinctions, and honours, and revenues, which, taken from
no person, are set apart for victue.  The ears of the people
of %ngland are distinguishing. They hear these men speak
broad. Their tongne betrays them. Their language is in
the pafois of frand; in the cant and gibberish of hypoerisy.
The people of Fngland must think so, when these praters
affect to carry back the clergy to that primitive, evangelie
poverty, which, in the spirmt, ought always to exist in them,
{and in us too, however we may like it,) but in the thing
must be varied, when the relation of that body to the state
is nltered ; wheu manners, when modes of life, when indeed
the whole order of human aftairs, has underzone a total reve.
Intion. We shall believe those reformers then to be honest
enthusiasts, not, a8 now we think them, chents and deceivers,
when we see them throwing their own goods into common,
and submitting their own persons {o the austere discipline
of the early chureh.

With these ideas rooted in their minds, the Commons
of Great Britain, in the national emergencies, will never
seek their resource from the confiscation of the estates
of the church and poer. Saerilege and proscription are
not among the ways nnd means of our committee of supply.
The Jews in Chenge Alley have not yet dared to hiust
their hopes of a mortgage on the revenues belonging to
the see of Canterbury. 1 am not afraid that I shall be dis-
avowed, when I assure you, that there is not one public
msan in this kingdom, whota you would wish to quote, no
not one, of any party or deseription, who does not reprobate
the dishonest, perfidious, and eruel confiscation wluch the
National Assembly has been compelled to make of that pro-
perty, which it was their first duty to protect.

1t is with the exultation of a little national pride I tell
you, that those amongst us who have wished to pledge the
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societien of Paris in the cup of their abominations have been
disappointed.  The robbery of your church has proved a
security to the possessions of ours. It has roused the people.
They see with horror and alarm that enormous and shame-
less act of proseription. It has opened, and will more and
more open, their eves upon the seifish enlargement of mind,
and the narrow hberality of sentiment, of insidious men,
which, commencing in close hypocrisy and fraud, have ended
in open violence and rapine. At home we behold similar bes
ginnings. We are on our guard against similar conclusions,

I hope we shall never bo so totally lost to all sense of the
duties imposed upon us by the law of soeial union, as, upon
any pretext of public service, to configeate the goods of a
single vooffending citizen. Who but a tyrant (a name ex-
pressive of everything which ean vitiate and degrade human
nature) could think of seizing on the property of .men, un-
accused, unheard, untried, by whole descriptions, by hun-
dreds and thousands together? Who, that had not lost
every trace of humanity, eould think of easting down men of
exalted rank and sacred function, some of them of an age to
eall at once for reverence and compassion, of casting them
dewn from the highest situation in the eommonwealth,
wherein they were maintained by their own landed property,
to a state of indigence, depression, and contempt 7

The vonfiscutors truly have made some allowance to their
vietims from the seraps and fragments of their own fables,
from which they have been se harshly driven, and which have
been so bountifully sprend for a feast to the barpies of
usury. But to drive men from independence to live on alms,
is iteelf great eruelty. That which might be a tolerable con-
dition to men in oue slate of life, and not habituated to other
things, may, when all these circumstances are altered, be a
dreadful revolution ; and one to which a virtuous mind would
feel pain in condemning any guilt, except that which would
demand the life of the offender. But te many minds this
}l)}mishment of degradation snd infamy is worse than death.

ndoubfedly it is an infinite aggravation of this cruel suf-
fering, that the persons who were taught a double prejudice
in favour of religion, by education, and by the place they
lheld in the administration of its functions, are to receive the

-yemnants of their property as alms from the profune and ime
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piohe hards of those who bhad plundered them of all the rest;
to receive (if they are at all to receive) not from the charit-
able contributions of the faithful, but from the ineolent ten-
demess of known and avowed atheisin, the maintenance of
religion, measured out to them on the standard of the con-
tempt in which it is held; and for the purpose of rendering
those who receive the allowance vile, and of no estimation,
in the eyes of mankind.

But this act of seizure of property, it seems, is a judgment
in law, and nof & confiscation. They have, it seems, found
out in the academies of the Palais ftoyal, and the Jacobins,
that cerfain men bad no right to the possessions which they
held under law, usage, the decisions of courts, and the ac.
cumulated preseription of a thousand years. They say that
ecclesiastics are fictitions perscns, creatures of the state,
whom né pleasure they may destroy, and of course limit and
modify in every particular; that the goods they possess are
not properly theirs, but belong to the state which created -
the fiction; and we are therefore not to treuble ourselves
with what they may suffer in their natural feelings and na.
tural persons, on account of what is done towards them in
thie their constructive character. Of what import is it
under what names you injure men, and deprive them of the
just cmoluments of a profession, in which they were not
only permitted but encouraged by the state to cugage; and
upon the supposed certainty of which emoluments they had
formed the plan of their lives, contracted debts, and led mul-
titudes to an entire dependence upon them ?

You do not imagine, Sir, that I am going to compliment
this miserable distinetion of persons with any long discus.
pion. The arguments of tyranny are as contemptible as
its foree is drendful. IIad not your confiscators, by their
early crimes, obfained a power which secures indemnity to
all the crimes of which they have since been guilty, or that
they can commit, it is not the syllogiam of the logician, but
the lash of the executioner, that would have retuted a so-
K‘histry which becomes an accomplice of theft and murder,

he sophistie tyrants of Paris are loud in their declamations
s.gainst the departed regal tyrants, who in former agea Lave
vexed the world. They are thua bold, because they are safe
from the dungeons and iron cages of their old masters. Shall
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we be mpre tender of the tyrants of our own time, when ‘we
see them acting worse tragedies under our eyes P shall we
not use the same liberty that they do, when we ean use it
with the same safety ? when to speak honest truth only re-
quires a contempt of the opinions of those whose actions we
abhor 7

This outrage on sll the rights of property was at first
eovered with what, on the system of their condnet, was the
most astonishing of all pretexis—a regard to national faith,
The encmies to property at first pretended a most tender,
delicate, and scrn puﬁ)us anxiety for keeping the king's en-
gagements with the public creditor. These professors of
the rights of men are so busy in teaching others, that they
have not letsure to learn anything themselves; otherwise
they would have known, that it is to the property of the
eitizen, and not to the demands of the creditor of the state,
that the {irst and original faith of civil society & pledged.

»The claim of the citizen is prior in time, paramount in title,
superior in equity. The fortunes of individuals, whether
poseessed by acquisition, or by descent, or in virtue of a
participation in the goods of some community, were no pard
of the creditor’s security, expressed or implied. They never
g0 much as entered into his head when be made his bargain.
He well knew that the public, whether represented by a
monarch or by a senate, can pledge nothing but the publie
estate; and it can have ne public estate, except in what it
derives from a just and proportivned imposition upon the
citizens at large. This was engaged, and nothing else could
be enguged, to the publie ereditor. No man can mortgage
his imjustice as a pawn for his fidelity.

It 1a impossible to avoid some observation on the contra-
dietions caused by the extreme rigour and the extreme laxity
of this new public faith, which influeneed in this transaction,
and which influenced not aceording to the nature of the obli-
gation, but to the description of the persons to whom it was
engaged. No aets of the old govermment of the kings of
France are held valid in the National Assembly, except his
pecuniary engapements; acts of all others of the most
ambiguous legelity. The rest of the acts of that royal
government are considered in so odious & light, that to have
a claim under its authority is looked on as a sort of crime
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A pension, given as a reward for service to the stategis surcly
a8 good a ground of property as any security for money
advanced to the state, It is better; for money is pad, and
well paid, to obtain that service. We have however secn
multitudes of people under this deseription in Franee, who
never had been deprived of their allowances by the most
arbitrary ministers, in the most arbiteary times, by this
assembly of the rights of men, robbed without merey.  The
were told, in answer to their claim to the bread earned wit
their bleod, that their services L:ad not been rendercd to the
country that now exists.

This laxity of public faith is not confined to those une
fortunate persons. The Assembly, with perfect consistency
it must be owned, is engaged in a respectable deliberation
how far it is bound by the treaties made with other natione
under the former government, aud their committee s to
report which of them they ought to ratify, and which not.
By this means they have put the external fidelity of this
virpin state on a par with its internal.

1t is not easy to conceive upon what rational principle the
royal government should not, of the two, rather have pos-
sensed the power of rewarding service, nud making treaties,
in virtue of ite prerogative, than that of pledging to ereditors
the revenue of the state, actuul and possible. The treasure
of the nation, of all things, has been the least allowed to the
prerogative of the king of France, or to the prerogative of
any king in Europe. To mortgage the public revenue im-
plies the sovereign deminion, in the fullest sense, over the
public purse, It goea far beyond the trust even of a tem.-

orary and oceasional taxation. The acts however of that
ngerous power (the distinctive mark of a boundless des-
potism) have been alone held sacred. Whence arose this
preference given by a democratic assembly to 2 body of
property deriving 1ts title from the most critical and ob-
noxious of all the exertions of menarchical authority ? Reason
can furnish nothing to reconcile inconsistency; nor can
tial favour be accounted for upen equitable principles.
ut the contradiction and partiality which admit no juatifi-
cafion, are not the less without an adequate cause ; and that
cause 1 do not think it difficuls to discover.
By the vast debt of France s great monied intercst haa
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insensilyy grown up, ard with it a great power. By the
sacient usages which prevailed in that kingdom, the general -
circulation of property, and in particular the mutual converti-
bility of tand inte money, and o’ money jnto land, had always
been a matter of difficulty. Family settlements, rather more
general and more strict than they are in England, the jus
retractus, the great mass of lnnded property held by the crown,
and, by & maxim of the French law, held unalienably, the
vast estates of the veclesiastic corporations,~—all these had
kept the landed and monied interests more scparated in
France, less miscible, and the owners of the two distinet
gpecies of property not so well disposed to each other as they
are in this country.

The manied property was long looked on with rather an evil
eye by the people,  They saw 1t connected with their dis
tresses, aud aperavating them, 1t was no less envied by the
old landed iuterests, partly for the same reasons that ren-
dered it obnoxious to the peonle, but much more so us it
eclipsed, by the splendour of an ostentativus luzury, the
unendowed pedigrees and naked titles of several among the
nobility.  Even when the uobility, which represented the
more permanent landed interest, united themsclves by mar-
risge (which sometimes was the ecnse) with the other de-
seription, the wealth which saved the family from ruin,
was supposed to econtaminate and degrade it.  Thua the en-
mities and heart-burnings of these }mrties were inereased
even by the usual means by which discord is made to
cease and quarrels are turned into friendship.  Tn the mean
time, the pride of the wealthy men, not noble or newly no.
ble, inereased with its cause, They felt with resentment an
inferiority, the grovnda of which they did net acknowledge,
There was no measure to which they were not willing to
lend themselves, in order to be revenged of the ocutrages of
this rival pride, and to exalt their wealth to what they con-
sidered as its natural rank and estimation. They struck at
the nobility through the crown and the church. They at-
tacked them particularly en the side on which they thought
them ihe most vulnerable, that is, the possessions of the
church, which, through the patronage of the crown, gener.
ally develved upon the nobility. The bishoprics, and tlLe
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at commendatory abbeys, were, with few exceptions, held
El;that. order. _

In this state of real, though not alwaye perceived, warfare
between the noble ancient landed interest and the new
monied interest, the grealest becanse the most t:i[] sticable
strength was in the hands of the latter. The monied mterest
18 in 1ts nature more ready for any adventure; and ifs pos.
sessors more disposed to new enterprises of any kind. Being
of a recent acquisttion, it falls in more naturally with any
novelties. It is therefore the kind of wealth which will be
resorted to by all who wish for change.

Along with the monied interest, a new description of men
had grown up, with whom that inferest soon formed a close
and marked union; 1 mesn the political men of letters,
Men of letters, fond of distinguishing themselves, ave rarely
averse to iunovation. Since the declive of the life and great-
ness of Louis the Fourteenth, they werc not.so much
cultivated either by him, or by the regent, or the successors -
to the crown; nor were they engaged to the court by
favours and cwoluments so systematically as during the
splendid period of that ostentatious and not impolitie reign.
What they lost in the old court protection, they endeavoured
to make up by joining in a sort of incorporation of their
own; to which the two academies of France, and afterwards
the vast undertaking of the Encyclopadia, carried on by a
society of these gentlemen, did not a little contribute.

The literary cabsl had some years ago formed scmething
like & regular plan for the destruction of the Christian re-
ligion. Thia object they pursued with a degree of zeal which
hitherte had been discovered only in the propagutors of some
system of piety. They were possessed with a spirit of pro-
selytiam in the most fanatical degree; and from thence, by
an easy progress, with the spirit of persecution according to
their means.!  What was not to be doue towards their great
end by any direct or immediate act, might be wrought by a
longer process through the medinm of epinion, To eom-
maud that opinion, the first step is to establish a dominion

' This {down tuthe erd of the first sentence ti the next paragraph’ and

zomo oilier parts here and there, were inserted. on his reading the manu-
cript, by my loat Son.
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wvor thgse whe direct it.  They contrived to possess thems
ze.ved, with great method and perseverance, of all the avenues -
to litdrary fame. Many of them indeed stood high in the
ranks of literature and science. The world had done them
justice ; and in favour of general talents forgave the evil tend-
ency of their peculiar principles, This was true liberality
whieh they rcturned by endeavouring to confine the reputa-
tion of sense, lmmmg, and taste to themselves or their fol-
towers. 1 will venture to asy that this narrow, exclusive
irit has not been less prejudicial to literature and to taste,
t[)au to morals and teue philosophy. These atheistical
fathers have o bigotry of their own ; and they have learnt to
talk agninst monks with the spirit of amonk. But in some
things they are men of the world. The resources of intrigue
are called i to supply the defects of argument and wit. To
this system of literary monopol ¥ was joined an unremitting
mdmtn ta blacken and discredit in every way, and by every
, Means, ‘all those who did not hold to their faction. To those
who have observed the spirit of their conduet, it has long
been clear that nothing was wanted but the power of carry-
ing the intolerance of the tongue and of the pen into a per-
secution which would strike at property, liberty, and life.
The desultory and faint persecution earried on ngainst
them, more from compliance with form and d{,ceucv than
with serious resentment, neither weakened their stl‘ennth,
nor relaxed their efforts,  The issue of the whole was, that,
what with opposition, and what with success, a violent and
malignant zeal, of a kind hitherto unknowz in the world, had
taken an entire possession of their minds, and rendered their
whole conversalion, which otherwise would have been pleas-
ing and instructive, perfectly disgusting, A spirit of cnbal,
intrigue, and proselytism, pervaded all their thoughts, words,
and actions.  And, as controversinl zeal soon turns its
thoughts on force, they began to insituate themselves into a
correspondence with foreign prnees: in hopes, through
their nuthority, which at Tirat they ﬂnttered they might
bring about the changes they had in view. To them it was
indifferent whether these changes were to be aceomplished
by the thunderbolt of despotmn or by the earthquake of
popular commotion,  The correspondence botween this eabal
aud the late king of Prussia will $hrow no small light upon
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the epirit of all their proceedings.! Tor the same purpose for
which they intrigued with priuces, they cultivated, 1n a dis-
tinguished manner, the monied interest of France’, and
partly through the means furnished by those whose peculiar
offices gave them the most extensive and certain means of
communication, they carefully occcupied all the avenues tc
opinion.

‘Writers, especially when they act in a body, and with one
direction, have great influence on the public mind; the
ailiance, therefore, of these writers with the monied interest ®
had ne small effect in removing the popular odium and envy
which attended that species of wca}th. These writers, like
the propagators of all novelties, pretended to a great zeal for
the poor, and the lower orders, whilst in their satives they
rendered hateful, by every exngaeration, the faults of courts,
of nobility, and of priesthoed. They beenme a sort of
demagopues. They scrved as a link to unite, in fhvour of
one object, obnoxious wealth to restless and desperate po-
verty.

As these two kinds of men appear privcipal lenders in all
the late transactions, their junetion and polittes will serve to
account, hot upon any principles of law arof policy. but as a
cause, for the general fury with which 21l the Tandod property
of ecclesiastical corporations has been attacked « and the
Erest care which, contrary to their pretended principles, has

eon taken, of a monied intorest originating from the au-
thority of the crown. All the envy against wealth and power
was artificially directed against other deseriptions of riches.
On what ather prineiple than that which I have stated can we
account for an appearance so extraordinary and uwunatural
a8 that of the ecclesinstical possessions. which bad stood so
many successions of ages and shocks of elvil violences, and
were girded at once by justice, and by prejudice, being applied
to the payment of debts, comparatively recent, invidious,
and contracted by s decried and subverted sovernment?

Was the public estate a sufficient stake for the publie
debts ? Assume that it was not, and that s loss must be ine
eurred somewhere— When the only eatate lawtully possessed,

' I do not chise 1o shoek the feeling of the mort reader with any
guotation of their vulgar, bave, and profane languape.
¥ Their connexion with Turgot and almest ali the people of the finance
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snd whith the contracting parties had in contemplation
at thg time in which their bargain was made, happens to fail,
who according to the principies of natural and legal equity,
ought 1o be the sufferer ? Certainly it cught to be either the
party who trusted, or the party who persuaded him to trust;
or both; and not third parties who had no concern with the
transaction. Upon any insolvency they ought to suffer
who are weak enough to lend upon bad security, or they who
fraudulently held out & security that wae not valid. Laws
are acquainted with no other rules of decision. But by the
new institute of the rights of men, the only persons, who
in eqluity ought to auffer, are the only persous who are io be
gaved harmless: those are to answer the debt whe neither
were 1 nders nor borrowers, mortgagers nor mortgagees,

‘What had the ¢lergy to do with these transactions ? 'What
had they to do with any public engagement further than the
extent of their own debt? To that, to be sure, their estates

«were bound to the last acre.  Nothing can lead more to the

true spirit of the Assembly, which fits for public confiscation,
with its new equity, and its new morality, than an attention
to their proceeding with regard to this debt of the clergy.
The body of confiscators, true to that monied interest for
which they were false to every other, have found the clergy
competent to incur a legal debt. Of course they declared
them legally entitled to the property which their power of
ineurrivg the debt and mortgaging the estate implied ; re-
cognising the rights of those persecuted citizens, in the very
act in which they were thus grossly violated.

1f, as I said, any persons are to make good deficiencies
to the public ereditor, besides the public at large, they must
be those who managed the agreement. Why therefore are
nat the estates of sll the comptreliers-generat confiscated !
Why not those of the long succession of ministers, financiers,
and bankers who have been enriched whilst the nation was
tinpoverished by their deslings and their connsela? Why is
not the estate of M. Laborde declared forfeited rather than
of the archbishop of Paris, who has had nothing to do in the
ereation or in the jobbing of the public funds? O, if you
must confiscate old landed estates in favour of the money-
jobbers, why is the penalty confined teo one description? 'I

' Al have been confiscated in ther tam,
TOL. 1i. ¢
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do pot know whether the expenses of the Duke de &hoiseul
have loft anything of the infinite sums which he had derived
from the bounty of his master, during the transactions of a
reipn which contributed largely by every species of prodigal-
ity in war and peace, to the present debt of Yrance. If any
such remains, why is pot this confiscated? 1 remember to
kave been in Paris during the time of the old government.
¥ was there just after the Duke d’ Aiguillon had been snatched
(as it wag generally thought) from the block by the hand of
& protecting despotism. He was a mister, and had some
concern in the affairs of that prodigal period. "Why do I
not see his estate delivered up to the municipalities in which
it is situated P The noble family of Nouilles have long been
servants (meritorious servants I admit) to the erown of
¥rance, aud have had of course some share in its bountiea.
"‘Why do I hear nothing of the application of their estates to
the public debt ? Why is the estate of the Duke de Roche-
foucault more sacred than that of the Cardinal de Rochefous
canlt 7 The former is, I doubt not, s werthy person; and
(if it were not a sort of profaneness to talk of the use, an
affecting the title to property) he makes a good use of his
revepues ; but it is no disrespeet to him to say, what au-
thentic inforination well warrants me in saying, that the use
made of a Froperty equally valid, by his brother?! the cardi-
nal archbishop of Rouen, was far more laudable and far more
public-spirited. Can one hear of the proseription of suck
persons, and the confiscation of their etfects, without indig-
mation and horror 7 He is not & man who does not feel sucgh
emofions on such occasions. He does not deserve the name
of a free-man who will not express them.

Few barbarous conquerors have ever made so terrible a
revolution in property. None of the heads of the Roman
factions, when they established “ erudelem illom hastam™ in
all their auctions of rapine, have ever set up to sale the

ds of the conquered citizen to such an enormous amount,

t must be allowed in favour of those tyrants of antiquity,
that what was done by them could bardly be said to be done
in cold bleod. Their passions were inflamed, their tempers
soured, their understandinge confused, with the spirit of

* Not his brother, nor any near relaiion ; but this mistake does not affect
tha arguent,
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revengewith the innumerable reciprocated and recent in. *
flictions and retaliations of blood and rapine. They were
driven beyond all bounds of moderation by the apprehension
of tha return of power with the return of property, to the
families of those they had injured beyond all hope of forgive-
ness.

These Roman confircators, who were yet only in the ele.
mente of tyranny, and were not instructed in the rights of
men to exercise ull sorts of cruelties on each other without
provocation, thought it necessnry to spread a sort of colour
over their injustice. They considered the vanguished party
as composed of traitors who had borne armns, or otherwise
had acted with hostility, agningt the commonwealth. They
regarded them as persons who had forfeited their property
by their erimes. I{Vith you, in your improved state of the
human mind, there wns no such formality. You seized upon
five millioha sterling of annunal rent, and turned forty or
'ﬁfl'.y thousand human creatures out of their houses, because
*guch was your pleasure.” The tyrant Harey the Eighth of
England, as he was not better enlightened than the Roman
Mariuses and Syllas, and bad not studied in your new schools,
did not know what an effectual instrument of despotisin was
to be found in that grand magazine of offensive weapons,
the rights of men. When he resolved to rob the abbeys, as
the elub of the Jacobins have robbed all the ecclesiastics, he
began by setting on foot a commission to examine info the
crimes and abuses which prevailed in those communities. As
it might be expected, his commission reported truths, exag-
gerations, and falsehoods. But truly or falsely, it reported
abuses and offences. However, as abuses might be corrected,
as every crime of persons does not infer a forfeiture with re-
gard to communities, and as property, in that dark age, was
not discavered to be a creature of prejudice, alt thdse sbuses
(and there were ecow of them) were hardly thouglt sufli-
cient ground for such a confiscation as it was for his pur-
pose to make. He therefore procured the formal surrender
of these estaten. All these operosc proceedings were adopted
by one of the most decided tyrants in the rolls of history, as
necessary preliminaries, before he could veuture, by bribing
the members of his two servile houses with a share of the
spoil, and holding out to i;hem an eternal imwmunity from

2ca
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taxation, to demand a confirmation of his iniquithus pro-
ceedinga by an act of parlinment. Had fate reserved him to
our times, four technical terme would have dobe his business,
and eaved him all this trouble; he needed nothing more
than one short form of incantation—* Philosopky, Light,
Liberality, the Ri{lkts of Men.”

I cen say nothing in praise of those acts of tyranny,
which no voice has hitherto ever commended under any of
their false colours ; yet in these false colours an homage was

aid by despotism to justice. The power which was above
all fear and all remorse wag mot set above all shame. Whilat
shame keeps its watch, virtue iz not wholly extinguished in
the heart; nor will moderation be utterly exiled from the
minds of tyrants.

I believe every honest man sympathizes in his reflections
with our political poet on that oceasion, and will pray to
avert the omen whenever these acts of rapacious despotism,
present themselves to his view or his imagination ;

—** Mgy no such storm
Fall on our times, where ruin must reforn.
Tell me {fmy Muse) what monstrous dire offence,
What erimes could any Christian king incense
To such a rage ? Was 't luxury, or lust ?
Was ke so temperate, so chaste, 80 just?
Were these their crimes ¥ they were his own much move,
But wealth is crime enovgh te him that ‘s poor.'"!

¥ The rest of the passage is this—

* Who having spent the treasures of his crown,
Condemns their luxury to feed his own.
And yet this act, to vamish o"er the shame
Of ancrilege, must bear devotion’s name.
No crime 5o bold, but wouid be understood
A real; or at least a sceming good ;
‘Who fears not to do ill, yet fears the name,
And, free from comscience, is a slave to faine,
Thus he the church at once protecte, and spoilyg
But princes’ awords are sharper than their stylvs
And thus to th' ages past he makes amends,
Their charity destroys, their faith defends,
Thao &l religion in a lazy cell,
In ewply werv contemplation dwell ;
and, ke the bluck, unmoved lay; but owre,
&3 much o active, like the stork devoure.
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Thia t'pme wealth, which is at all times treason and less
nation to indigent and rapacious despotism, under all modes
of polity, was your temptation to violate property, law, and
religion, united in one object. - But was the state of France
p0 wretched and undone, that no other resource but rapine
remained fo preserve its existence ? On this point I wish te
receive some information. When the states met, was the
condition of the finances of France such, that, after econo-
mizing on prineiples of justice and merey through all depart.
ments, no fair repartition of burthens upon all the orders
could possibly restore them? If such an equal imposition
would have been sufficient, you well know it might easily
have been made. M. Necker, i the budget which he laid
before the orders assembled at Versailles, made a detailed
exposition of the state of the French nation.

If we give eredit to him, it was not necessary to have re-
course to any new impositions whatsoever, to put the receipts

+ of France on a balance with its expenses. lHe stated the
permanent charges of all descriptions, including the interest
of & new toan of four hundred millions, at 531,444,000 livres ;
the fized revenue at 475284000, making the deficiency
56,150,000, or short of £2,200,000 sterling. But to balance
it, he brought forward savings and improvements of revenue

Is there ra temperate region can be known,
Betwixt their frigid and onr torrid zone 7
Could we not wake from that lethargic dream,
But to be restless in & worse cxtreme ?
And for that lethargy was there no cure,
But to be rast into a calenture ;
Can knowledge have no bound, but must advance
So far, to make ua wish for ipnorance ?
And rather in the dark 10 grope our way,
Than, led by a false guide, 10 ere by day?
‘Who sees these dismal heaps, but would demand,
‘What barbarons invader sacked the land ?
But when he hears, no Goth, no Turk did bring
This desolation, but & Christian king;
‘When nothing, but the name of zeal, appears
'Twixt our best aetions and the worst of theirs,
‘What does he think our sacrilege wonld spare,
‘When such th? effects of our devotion are ™
Coorer’s HiLe, by Bir Joun DENmaM.
* Rapyort de Mons, le Directeur-Général des Finances, fait par ordre
# Roi & Versailles. Mai 5, 1789.
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(comsidered as entirely certain) to rather more than the
.amount of that deficiency; and he concludes with these em-
pbatical words, (p. 39,) * Quel pa{q, Messieury, que "celui,
ol sans tmplis et avec de mimples objete iﬂa}:IDePPW_. on peut
faire disparoitre un deficit-qui a fait tant de bruit en Eu-
rope.” As to the reimbursement, the sinking of debt, and
the other great objects of public credit and political arrange-
ment indicated in Mons. Necker’s speech, no doubt could
be entertained, but that a very moderate and proportioned
assessment on the ecitizens without distinetion would have
provided for all of them to the fullest extent of their de.
mand.

Tf this representation of Mons. Necker was false, then the
Apssembly are in the hi%hest degree culpable for having forced
the king to accept as his minister, and since the king's de-

rosition, for having employed, as their minister, a man who
}md been capable of abusing so notoriously the confidence of
his master and their own; in a matter too of the highest
moment, and directly appertaining to his particular office.
But if the representation was exact, (as having always, along
with you, conceived a high degree of respect for M. Necker,
-1 make no doubt it was,) then what cen be said in favour of
those, who, instead of moderate, reasonable, and general con-
tribution, have in cold blood, and impelled by no necessity,
had recourse to a partial and eruel confizeation ?

‘Whaa that contribution refused on a pretext of privilege,
either on the part of the clergy, or on that of the nobility ?
No, ceriainly. As to the clergy, they even ran before the
wishes of the third order. Previous to the meeting of the
states, they had iu all their instructions expressly directed
their deputies to renounce every immunity, which put them
upon & footing distinet from the condition of their fellow-
subjects, In this renunciation tle clergy were even more
explicit than the nobility.

But let us suppose that the deficiency had remained at the
Bfty-six millions, (or £2,200,000 sterling,) es at firat atated
by M. Necker. Let us allow that all the resources he opposed
to that deficiency were impudent and groundless fictions;
aud that the Assembly (or their lords of articles ! at the Ja-

¥ In the constitution of Scotland, during the Stuart reigns, & committes
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cobing) were from thenee justified in laying the whole burthen.
of that deficiency on the clergy,—yet allowing all this, a
necessity of £2,200,000 eterling will not support a confisca-
tion to the amount of five millions. The imposition of
£2,200,000 on the clergy, ag partial, would have boen op-
pressive gnd unjust, but it would not have been altogetber
ruinous to those on whom it was imposed ; and therefore
it would not have answered the real purpose of ihe man-.
ra.
agﬁPerha.pa persons unacquainbed with the state of France,
ont hearing the clergy and the noblesse were privileged in
point of tazation, may be led to imagine, that, previous to
the Revolution, these bodies had contributed nothing to the
state. This is a great mistake. They certainly did not con-
tribute equally with cach other, nor either of them equally
with the commons. They both however contributed largely,
, Neither nobility nor clergy erjoyed any exemption from the
excise on consumable commodities, from duties of custom, or
from mny of the other numerous indiréct 1mpositions, which
in France, as well as here, make so very large a proportion
of all pa{m ents to the public. The noblesse paid the capita.
tion. They paid also a land-tax, called the twentieth penny,
to the height sometimes of three, sometimes of four, shillings
in the pound; both of them direct impositions of no light
nature, and no trivial produce. The clergy of the provineces
annexed by conquest to France, (which in extent make abour
an eighth part of the whole, but in wealth a much larger pro-
portion,} paid likewise to the capitation and the twentieth
penny. at the rate paid by the nobility. The clergy in the
old provinces did not pay the capitation; but they had re-
deesned themselves ut the expense of abont 24 millions, or &
little more than a million sterling. They were exempted
from the tweutieths: but then they made free gifta: they
conbracted debts for the state; and they were subject to
some other charges, the whole computed at about a thir-
teenth part of their clear income.  They ought to have paid
annually about forty thousand pounds more, to put them on
a par with the contribation of the nobility.
hen the terrors of this tremendous proscription hung

st for prepering billa; and none could pass, but those previously ape
proved by them. ‘Thiscommittce was called lords of articles,
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.over the clergy, they made an offer of a contribution, .;chrough
the archbishop of Aix, which, for its extravagance, ought not
to have been acecepted. But it was evidently and obviously
more advantegeous to the public ereditor, than anything
which could rationaily be promised by the confircation.
Why was it not accepted ? The reason ts plain—There wan
no desire that the church should be brought te serve the
state. The service of the state was made a pretext to de.
stroy the church. In their way to the destruction of the
church they would not scruple to destroy their country:
and they have destroyed it. One great end in the project
would have been defeated, if the plan of extortion had been
adopted in lieu of the scheme of confiscation. The new
landed interest connected with the new republie, and con-
nected with it for its very being, could not have been
created. This was among the reasons why that extravagant
ransom wad not aceepted.

The madness of the project of confiscation, on the plan
that was first pretended, roon became apparent. To bring
this unwicldy mass of landed property, enlarged by the con.
fiscation of all the vast landed domain of the erown, at once
into market, was obviously to defent the })ruﬁts propused by
the confiscation, by depreciating the value of those lands,
and indeed of all the landed estates throughout France.
Such a sudden diversion of all its cirenlating money from
trade to land, must be an additional mischief. What step
was tnken P Did the Assembly, on becoming sensible of the
inevitable ill effects of their projected sale, revert to the
offers of the clergy? No distress could oblige them to
travel in a course which wae disgraced by any alipearanoe of
justice. Giving over all hopes from a general immediate
sale, another project secems to have succeeded. They pro-
posed to take stock in exchange for the church lands.  In
that project great difficnities arose in equalizing the objects
to beexchanged. Other obstacles alao presente?l themselves,
which threw them back again upen some project of sale.
The municipalities had taken an alarm. They would not
hear of transferring the whole plunder of the kingdom to
the stock-holdere m Paris. Many of those municipalities
had been (upon system) reduced to the most deplorable in-
digence. ney was nowherc to be seen  They were
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therefur® led 1o the point thet was so ardently desired.
They panted for a currency of any kind which might revive
their perishing industry. The municipalities were then to
be admitted to » share m the spoil, which evidently rendered
the first scheme (if ever it Lad been seriously entertained)
altogether impracticable.  Public exigencies pressed upon all
sides. The minister of finance reiterated his call for supply
with & most urgent, anxious, and boding voice. Thus press.
ed on all sides, instead of the first plan of converting their
bankers into bishops and abbots, instead of paying the old
debt, they contracted a new debt, at 3 per cent., creating &
new paper currency, founded on an eventual sale of the
church lands.  Thew issued this paper currency to satisfy in
the first instance cmefly the demands made spon them by
the bank of discount, the great machine, or paper-mill, of
their fictitious wealth.

The spoil of the church was now beecome the only resource
of all their operations in finance, the vital principle of all
their politics, the sole security for the existence of their
power. It was necessary by all, even the most vielent means,
to put every individual on the same bottom, and to bind the
nation in one guilty interest to uphold this act, and the
authority of those by whom it was done. In order to force
the most reluctant into a participation of their pillage, they
rendercd their paper circulution compulsory in all payments.
Those whoe consider the general tendeney of their schemes
to this one object as a centre, and a centre from which after-
wards all their measures radiate, will not think that I dwell
too long upen this part of the proceedings of the Nationa-
Assembly,

To cut off all appearance of connexion between the crown
and public justice, and to bring the whole under implicit
obedience tothe dictators in Paris, the old independent judi-
cature of the varlimments, with all its merits, and all its
faults, was whoﬁ y abolished. "Whilst the parliaments existed,
it was evident that the people might some time or other
come to resort to them, and rally under the standard of their
ancient laws. It became however o matter of consideration
that the magistrates and officers, in the courts now abolished,
kad purchased their places at a very high rate, for which, as
w2l ea for the duty they performed, they received but s
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very low roturn of interest. Simple confiscation # a boon
only for the clergy ;—to the lawyers some appearances of
equity are to be observed; and they are to receive compens-
ation to an immense ainount. Their compensation becomen

art of the natienal debt, for the liquidation of which there
is the one exhanstless fund. The lawyers are to obtain their
compensation in the new church paper, which is to marchk
with the new principles of judicature aud legislature. The
dismissed magistrates are to take their share of martyrdom
with the ecclesiastics, or to receive their own property from
such a fund, and in such a manner, ns all those, who have
been semsoned with the ancient principles of jurisprudence,
and had been the sworn guardians of property, must look upon
with horror. Eren the clergy are to receive their miserable
allowance out of the depreciated paper, which is stamped with
the indelible character of sacrilege, and with the symbols of
their own ruin, or they must starve. So violent an outrage
upon eredit, property, and liberty, as this eompulsory paper
currency, has seldomn been exhibited by the alliance of bank-
rngtcy and tyranny, aé any time, or in any nation,

n the course of sll these operations, at length comes ont
the grand arcanum ;—that in veality, and in a fair sense, the
lands of the chureh (so far as anything certain can be gather-
ed from their proceedings) are not to be sold at all. By the
late resolutiona of the National Assembly, they are mndeed to
be delivered to the highest bidder. But it is to be observed,
that g certain portion oaly of the purchase money is to be lud
down. A period of twelve years is to be given for the pay-
ment of the rest. The philosophic purchasers are therefore,
on payment of & sort of fin3, to be put instantly into posses-
sion of the estate. It becomes in some respects a sort of
gift to them ; to be held on the feudal tenure of zeal to the
new establishment. This project is evidently to let In a
body of purchasers without money. The consequence wiil
be, that these purchasers, or rather grantees. wiil pay, not
only from the rentsas they acerue, which might as well be
received by the state, but from the spoil of the materisls of
buildinges, from waste in weods, and from whatever money,
by hands habituated to the gripings of usury, they can wring
from the miserable peasant. Ho is to be delivered over to
tha mercenary and arbitrary discretion of men, whoe will be
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ltimull.ted to every species of extortion by the growing de.,
mands on the growing profits of an estate held under the
precarious settlement of a new political sysfern,

When all the frauds, impostures, violences, rapines, burn.
ings, murders, confiscations, compulsory paper eurrencies, and
every description of tyranny and cruelty employed to briﬁ
about and to uphold this Revolution, have their natu
effect, that is, to shock the moral sentiments of all virtuous
and sober minds, the abettors of this philosophic ayatem im-
mediately strain their throats in a declmnation against the
old monarchical government ot France, When they have
rendered that deposed power sufficiently black, they then
proceed in argument, as if all those who disapprove of their
new abuses must of course be partisans of the old; that
thote who reprobate their crude and violent schemes of
liberty ought to be trented as advocates for servitude. I
admit that their necessities do compel them to this base and
vontemptible fraud.  Nothing ean rceoncile men to their
procecdings and projects, but the supposition that there iano
third option between them aud some tyranny ae odious aw
ean be furnished by the records of history, or by the inven-
ton of poets. Thia prattling of theirs hardly deserves the
name of sophistry., It is nothing but plain impudence.
Have these gentlemen uever heard, in the whole circle of
the worlds of theory and practice, of anything between the
despotism of the monarch and the despotism of the multitude?
Have they never heard of a menarchy directed by laws, con.
trolled and balanced by the great hereditary wealth and here-
ditary dignity of a nation; and both again controlled by a
.1udici0us check from the reason and feeling of the people at
arge, gcting by a suitable and permanent organ?  1a it then
impossible that &« man may be found, whe, without criminal
ill intention, or pitiable abaurdity, shall prefer such a mixed
and tempered government to either of the extremes; and
who may repute that nation to be destitute of all wisdom
and of all virtup, which, having in its choice to obtain such:
a government with ease, or rather to confirm it when actually
possessed, thought proper to commit a thousand erimes, and
to subject their country to a thousand evils, in order to avoid
it? s it then a truth so universally acknowledged, that a
pure democracy is the only tolerable form into which human
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society caa be thrown, that a wan is not permitted tohesitate
"about ite merits, without the suspicion of heing a friend to
tyranny, that is, of being a foe ta mankind ?

I do not know under what deseription to class the present
ruling authority in France. It affects to be a pure democracy,
though I think it in a direct teain of beecoming shortly e
miacﬁievoua and ignoble oligurchy. But for the present 1
admit it to be a contrivance of the nature and effect of what
it pretends to. ¥ reprobate no form of government merely
upon abstract principles. There may be situations in which
the purely democratic form will become necessary. There
may be some (very few, and very particularly circumstanced)
where it would be elearly desirable. This I do not take to
be the case of France, or of any other great country. Until
now, we have seen no examples of considerable democracies,
The ancients were better acquainted with them. Not being
wholly unread iu the authors, who had seen the most of those
constitutions, and who best understood them, I cannot help
concurring with their opinion, that an sbsolute democracy,
no more than absolute monarchy, is to be reckoned among
the legitimate forms of government. They think it rather
the corruption and degeneracy, than the sound constitution
of & republic. If I recollect rightly, Aristotle observes, that
a democracy has mauy striking points of resemblance with
& tyranny.! Of this I am certain, that in a democracy, the
majarity of the citizens iz capable of exercising the most
cruel oppressions upon the winority, whenever strong divi-
sions prevail in that kind of polity, as they often must; and
that oppression of the minority will extend to far greater

' When I wrote this 1 quoled from memory, ufter many years had
elapsed from my reading the passage. A learned iriend has found it, and
it is as follows :

T3 Jag 76 @iiTd, xai dudw droworied riv Behrivav, cal ré Yaygispara,
@omep Exei Td ImiTayperd' xal & fgpuaywyos xai b xiak, of adroi ki
dwddoyor xal galisru ixdripos wap ixaripos ioybevow, ol piv kadaxeg
wapd repavvoes, of 8 Sppaywyoi mapd roic dpeg roig rowirog,—

* The ethical characer is the same ; both exercise despotism over the
better clasa of citizens; and decrees are in the one, what ordinances and
arrdty are in the other: the denmgegue oo, and the court favourite, are
not unfrequently the same identical men, and always bear o close analogy ;
wnd tnese have the principal power, each in their respective forms of
goevernment, favourites with the absolnle monarch, and demagogues with
# people such as I have described **  Arist. Politic. lik. iv. cap. 4
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pumbeds, and will be carried on with much greater fury, than
can almost ever be apprehended from the dominior of a single
weeptre, In such a popular persecution, individual sufferers
are iD & much more deplerable eondition than in any other.
Under a cruel prince they have the balmy compassion
of mankind to nssuage the smart of their wounds ; they bave
the plaudits of the people to animate their generous com-
stancy under their sufferings: but those who are subjected
to wrong vnder multitudes, are deprived of all external con-
rolation. They seem deserted by mankind, overpowered by
& conspiracy of their whole rpecies.

But admitting democracy not to have that =wvitable tend.
ency to party tyranny, which I suppose 1¢ to have, and ad-
mitting 1t te possess as much good in it when unmixed, as I
am sure it possesses when compounded with other forms
does menarchy, on its part, contain nothing at all to re-
commend it? 1 do not often quote Bolinghbroke, nor have
his works in general left any permanent impression on_my
mind. He is a presumptuous und a superficial writer.  But
he has one cbservation, which, in my opinien, is not with-
out depth and solidity. He says, that he prefers a monarchy
to other governments ; because you can better ingraft any
description of republic on a monarchy than anything of mon-
archy upon the republican forma. T fhink Lim pertectly in
the right. The fact is so historically ; and it agrees well with
the speculation.

I know how ensy a topic it is to dwell on the faults of de.
parted greatness, By a revolution in the state, the fawning
sicophant of yesterday is converted into the austere critic of
the present hour, But steady, independent minds, when they
have an object of so serious a coneern to mankind as govern-
ment nuder their conteruplation, will disdain to assume the

art of satirists and declaimers. They will judge of human
institutions as they do of human characters. They will sort
out the pood from the cvil, which is mixed in niortal institu-
tions, as it is in mortal men.

Your government in Frauce, though usualiy, and T think
justly, reputed the best of the unqualiticd or ill-qualified
monarchies, was still full of abuses. These abuses acewnu.
lated in a rength of time, as they must accumulate in
every monarchy no under the corstant inspectior of & po=
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puler representstive. I am no stranger to the faults and
" defects - of the subverted government of France; and I think
¥ sm not inclined by nature or policy to make a panegyrie
upon anything which is a just and nstural object of cen-
gxre. Butthe question is not now of the vices of that mon-
archy, but of its existence. Is it then true, that the French
government was such as to be incapable or undeserving of
reform ; so that it was of ahsolute necessity that the whole
fabric should be at once pulled down, and the area clesred for
the erection of a theoretic, experimental edifice in its place?
All France was of a different opinion in the beginning of
the year 1789. The instructions to the representatives to
the states-general, from every distriet in that kingdom, were
filled with projects for the reformation of that government,
without the remotest suggestion of a design to destmﬂ' it.
Had such a design been then even insinuated, I believe there
would have been but one voice, and that voice for rejecting
it with scorn and horrar. Men have been sometimes led by
degrees, sometimes hurried, into things of which, if they could
have seen the whole together, they never would have per-
mitted the most remote approach.  When those instructions
were given, there was no question but that abuses existed, and
that gey demanded a reform; nor is there now. Inthe in-
terval between the inetructions and the Revolution, things
changed their shape ; and, in consequence of that change, the
true question at present is, Whether those who would have
reformed, or those who have destrayed, are in the right ?

To hear some wen speak of the late monarchy of France,
you would imagine that they were talking of Persia bleeding
under the ferocious sword of Tahmas Kouli Khin; or at
least deacribing the barbarous anarchic despotism of Turkey,
where the finest countries in the most genial climates in
the world are wasted by peace more than any countries
have been worried by war; where arts are unknown, where
manufactures languish, where science is extinguished, where
agriculture decays, where the human race itself melts awey
and perishes under the eye of the observer. Was tha
the case of France? I have no way of determining the
guestion but by a reference to facts. Facts do not support
this resemblance. Along with much ewil, there is some
good in monarchy itself; and some corrective to ita evil from
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religion from laws, from manners, from opinions, the French
monurchy most have received ; which rendered it (though by -
1o meavs a free, and therefore by no means a good, coustitue
tion) a despotism rather in appearance than in reality.

Among the standards upon which the effects of governmeng
on any country are to be estimated, 1 must consider the
state of its population as not the least certain. No country
in which population flourishes, and is in progressive improve-
ment, eau be under a very mischievous governmeut, About
pixty years ago, the Inteudants of the generalities of France
made, with other matters, a report of the popalation of their
several districts, I have not the books, wﬁich are very volu-
minous, by me, nor do I know where to procure them, (I am
obliged to speak by wemory, and therefore the less posi-
tively,) but I think the population of France was by them,
even at that peried, estimated at twenty-two millions of
souls, At the enil of the last century it hnd been generally
calculated at eighteen. On either of these estimations,
Fraoce was not 1ll peopled. DL Necker, who iz an author-
ity for his own time at least equal to the Intendaats for
theira, reckons, and upon apparently sure principles, the
people of France, in the year 1780, at twenty-four millions
six hundred and seventy thousand. But was this the pro-
bable ultimate term under the old establishment 7 Dr, Price
is of opinion, that the growth of population in France was
by no meuns at its aemé in that year., I certainly defer to
Dr. Price’s authority a good deal more in these speculations,
than I do in his general politics. This gentleman, taking
ground on M. Necker's data, is very confident that since
the period of that minister’s caleulation, the French popula-
tion has increased rapidly ; so rapidly, that in the year 1789
he will not conrent to rate the people of that kingdom at a
lower number than thirty millions. After abating much
(and much I think ought to be abated) from the sanguine
ealeulation of Dr. Price, T have no doubt that the population
of France did increase considerably during this later period :
but supposing that it increased to nothing more than will be
suflicient to complets the twenty-four millions six hundred
end seventy thousand to twenty-five millions, still & popula-
tion of twenty-five millions, and that in an increasing progress,
on a epace of about twenty.seven thousand sguare leagues,
is immense. It is, for instance, & good deal more than' the
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proportionable ]i)opulation of this ialand, or even than that
“of land, the best peopled Eart of the united kingdom.

It 1s not universally true, that France is a fertile country.
Considerable tracts of it are barren, and labour under other
natural dissdvantages. In the portions of that terriiory
where things are more favourable, a8 far as 1 am able to dis-
cover, the numbers of the people correspond to the indul-
gence of nature.! The Generality of Lisle (this I admit is
the strongest example) upon an extent of four hundred and
four lengues and a half, about ten years ago, contained seven
hundred and thicty-four thousand six hundred souls, which
is one thousand seven hundred and seventy-two inhabitants
to each square league. The middle term for the rest of
France is about nine hundred inbabitants to the same admen.
surement.

I do not attribute this Eopulation to the deposed govern.
ment ; because I do not like to compliment the contrivances
of men with what is due in 8 great degree to the bounty of
Providence. DBut that decried govermment could not have
obetructed, most probably it favoured, the operation of those
causes, (whatever they were,) whether of nature in the soil,
or habite of industry among the people, which has produced
po large a number of the species throughout that whole
kingdom, and exhibited in some particular places such pro-
digies of population. I never wirl ruppose that fabric of a
state to be the worst of all politieal nstitutions, which, by
experience, is found to contain a prineiple favourable (how-
ever latent it may be} to the increase of mankind.

The weslth of & country is another, and no contemptible
standard, by which we may indge whether, on the whole, a
government be protecting or destructive. Franee far ex-
ceeds England in the multitude of her people; but I appre-
hend that her comparative wealth is much inferior to ours;
that it is not sc equal in the distribution, nor so ready in
tbe circulation. I believe the difference in the form of the
two governments to be amongst the causes of this advantage
on the side of England. I speuk of England, not of the
whole British dominions; which, if compared with those of
France, will, in some degree, weaken the comparative rate of
wealth upon our side. But that weslth, which will not

! De PAdministration des Finances de la France, par Mons. Neckes,
vol. i p. W8,
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endure » comparison with the riches of England, may con- .
stitute a very respectable degree of opulence. M. Necker’s
book, nbli:{;ed in 17%5,! contains an nccurate and interest-
ing eollection of facts relative to public economy and to
political arithmetic; and his specnlations on the subject are
m general wise and liberal. In that work he giver an idea
of the state of Franee, very remote from the portrzit of a
country whese povernment was a perfect grievance, an
abaolute evil, admitiing no cure but through the violent and
uncertain remedy of a total revolution. He affirms, that
from the year 1726 to the year 1784, there was coined at the
mint of France, in the species of gold and silver, to the
amount of about one hundred millions of pounds sterling.?

It is impossible that M. Necker should be mistaken in the
amount of the bullion which has been coined in the mint.
It is 2 matter of oflicizl record. The rensonings of this able
financier, concerning the quantity of gold and silver which
Jemained for circulation, when he wrote in 1785, that is, about
four years before the deposition and imprisonment of the
French king, are not of equal certainty ; but they are laid
on grounds s¢ apparently solid, that it is not easy to refuse
a considerable degree of assent to his calenlation. He cals
culates the numergire, or what we call apecie, then actually
existing in France, at about eighty-cight millions of the same
English money. A great acewmnlation of wealth for one
country, large ns that country is! M. Necker was so far
from considering this influx of wealth as likely to cease, when
he wrote in 1753, that he presumes upon a future annual
increase of two per cent. upon the money brought inte
France during the periods from which he compused.

SBome adequate cause wust have originally introduced all
the money coined at its mint into that kingdom ; and some
cause as operative must have kept at home, or returned into
its bosom, such o vast flood of treasure s M. Necker eal-
culates to remain for demestic circulation. Suppose any
rensonable deductions from M. Necker's computation, the
remainder must still amount to an immense sum.  Causes thus
powerful to acquire, and to retain, cannot be found in dis.
couraged industry, insecure property, and a positively de=

! De I'Administration des Finances de la France per Mons, Necker,

¥ Yol. iii. chap. 8 and chap. 9
voL. 1. iv
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strictive government. Indeed, when I consider thy face of
the kingdom of France; the multitude and opulence of her
cities; the useful magnificence of her spacious high roads
and bridges; the opﬁortunity of her artificial canals and
navigations opening the conveniences of maritime communi-
eation through a solid continent of eo immense an extent;
when I turn my eyes to the stupendous works of her ports
and harbours, and o her whole naval apparatus, whether for
war or trade; when 1 bring before my view the number of
ber fortifications, constructed with so bold and masterly a
egkill, and made and maintained at so prodigious a churge,
presenting an armed frout and impenetrable barrier to her
enemies upon every side; when I recollect how very small a
part of that extensive region is without eultivation, and to
what conplete perfection the culture of many of the best
roductions of the carth have been brought in Franee ; when
Ereﬂ?ct on the excellence of her manufactures and fabries,
secotd t0 nong but ours, and in some particulars not second ;.
when I coutemplate the grand foundations of charity, publie
and private; when I survey the state of all the arta that
beputify and polish Tife; when T reckon the men she has
hred for extending her fame in war, her able statesmen, the
multitude of her profound lawyers and theologiaus, her
philosephers, her ertics, her historians and antict:aries, her
poets and her oratars, sacred and profane; I behold in all
this something which nwes and commands the imagination,
which ehecks the mind on the brink of precipitate and indis-
¢riminate censure, and which demands that we should very
seriously examniue, what and how great are the latent vices
that eoutd authorize ua at once to level so spacious a fabric
with the ground. 1 do net reeogmise in this view of things,
the despatism of Turkey. Nor do I discern the character of
a govermment, that has been, on the whole, so oppreasive, or
#o corrupt, or s negligent, a8 tobe utterly unfit for all reform-
ation. 1 must think such a government well deserved to
have its excellencies heightened, its faults corrected, and its
capacities improved inte s British constitution.
loever hos examined into the proceedings of that de.
posed government for several years back, eannot fail to have
sbeerved, amidst the inconstaney and fluctuation natural to
sourts, an earnest endeavour towards the prosperity and
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" . .
improvetent of the country; he must admit, thabt it had
lobg been emploved, in some instances wholly to remove,
in many considerably to correct, the abusive practices and
usages that had prevailed in the state; and that even the
unlimited power of the sovereign over the persons of hie
subjects, inconsistent, as undoubtedly it was, with law and
liberty, bad yet been every day growitg more mitigated in
the exercise. 8o far from refusing itselt to reformation, that
government was open, with & censurable degree of facility,
to nll sorts of projects and projectors on the subject.
Rather too wuch counlenance was given to the spirt of
funovation, which soon was turned against those who fos-
tered it, and ended in their ruin. It is but eold, and no
very flattering, justice to that fullen monarchy, to say, that,
for many years, it trespassed more by levity and want of
judgment 1n several of its schemes, than from any defect in
diligence or in public spirit. To compare the government
of e for the last fifteen or sixteen years with wise and
well.constituted establishments during that, or during any
period, is not to net with fairness.  But if in peint of prodi-
gality 1u the expenditure of money, or in point of rigour in
the exercise of power, it be compared with any of the former
reigns, 1 believe candid judges will give listle credit to the
good intentions of those who dwell perpetually on the dona~
tions to favourites, or on the expenses of the court, or on the
horrors of the Bastile, in the reign of Louis the Sixieenth.!
‘Whether the systew, if it descrves such a name, now
buiit on the ruins of that ancient monarchy, will be able to
give a befter account of the population and wealth of the
country, which it has taken wndekits core, is a matter very
doubtful. Instead of improving by the change, I apprehend
that & long seriee of years must be told, before it can re-
cover ju any degree the effects of this philosophic revelu-
tiow and before the nation can be replaced on its former
fueting. 1f Dr. Price should think fit, a fow years hence, to
favour us with an estimete of the population of France, he
'will herdly be able to make up his taﬁe of thirty millions of

! The world is obliged 1o M. de Calonne for the paine he has taken 10
refule the scundalous exaggerations relalive to same of the roval ex-
penses, and 1o dotect the faliacious nccount given of pensions, fur the
wicked purpose o1 provoking the 1mpu|2m:e to nll sorts of crimes.

i
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souls, s computed in 1789, or the Assembly’s com"f)utation
of twenty-six millions of that year; or even M, Necher's
twenty-five millionain 1780. T hear that there are cousider-
able emigrations from France; and that many, c}uitting that
voluptuous climate, and that seductive Circean liberty, have
taken refuge in the frozen regions, and under the British dese
potism, of Canada.

In the present disappearance of ecin, no person conld
think it the same couvtry, in which the present minister of
the finances has been able to discover fourscore miliions ster-
ling in specie. From its general aspeel one would conelnde
that it had been for some time post under the special direc-
tion of the learned academicians of Laputs and Balnibarbi.!
Alrendy the population of Paris has se declined, that M.
Necker Rtates to the National Assembly the provision to be
made forits subsistence at a fifth less than what had formerly
been found requisite.? It is said (and I have never heard it
contradicted) that a hundred thousand people are out of em.
ployment in that city, though it is become the scat of the
mnprisoned court and National Assembly. Nothing, I am
credibly informed, can exceed the shocking and disgusting
sgect-ac]e of mendicancy displayed in that capital. Indeed
the votea of the National :{)saembly leave no doubt of the
fact. They have lately appointed a standing committee of
mendicancy. They are contriving at onee a vigorous police
on this subject, and, for the firat time, the imposition of a
tax to maintain the poor, for whose present relief great sums
sppear on the face of the public accounts of the year® In

! Bee Guliliver's Travels for the idea of countrics governed by philosophers,

* M. de Calonne staies the falling off of the population of Paris as far
mare considerable ; and it may be so, since the period of M. Necker's
ealculntion,

? Travoux de charité pour aubvenir

au manque de travail & Paris et Livres, £ s, 4.
dang les provinees . . . . . . 3,866,920 — 163,121 13 4
Destruction de vagabendage et de la
mendicité . . ., . . . . . L6747 — 69642 T 6
Primes pour 'importation de grains 5,670,907 ~— 236,329 ¢ 2

Dépenses relatives aux subsistances,

déduction fait des récouvrements
Quionteuliew . . . . . . 39,871,790 — 1,661,324 11

Total Lt 51082034 —£2128.418 1 8
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the megu time the Jeaders of the legislative clubo and coffee-
houses are intoxicated with admiration at their own wisdom
and ab’lity. They speak with the most sovereign contempt
of the rest of the world. The]\; tell the people, to comfort
them in the rags with which they have clothed them, thatb
they are a nation of philesophers; and, sometimes, by all
the arts of quackish parade, by show, tumult, and bustle,
Bometimes by the alarms of plots and invasions, they attem
to drown the cries of indigence, and to divert the eyes of the
observer from the ruin and wretchedness of the state. A
brave people will certainly prefer liberty accompanied with
& virtuous poverty to a depraved and wealthy servitude.
But before the price of comfort and opulence is paid, one
ought to be pretty sure it is real liberty which is purchased,
and that she is to be purchased at no other price, I shall
always, however, conaider that liberty as very equivoeal in
- her appearance, which has not wisdom and justice for her
, companions - and does not lead prosperity and plenty in hep
train.

The advocates for this Revolution, not satisfied with ex-
aggeraling the vices of their aneient government, strike af
the fame of their country itself, by panting almost all that
could have attracted the attention of strangers, I mean their
nobility and their clergy, as objects of horror. If this were
only a libel, there had not been much in it. But it has
practical consequences.  1lad your nobility and gentry, who
formed the great body of your landed men, and the whole of
your military officers, resembled those of Germany, at the
period when the Hanse-towns were necessitated to confeders

When [ sent this book to the press, [ entertained some doubt concern+
ing the nature and extent of the last article in the above accounts, which
is only wnder a geneval head, without any detail.  Since then [ have seen
M. de Calonne’s work. I must think it a preat loss to me that [ had not
that advantage earlier M. de Calonne thinks this article 1o be on ae-
count of general subsistence ; but us he is not able to comprekend how a0
great 4 loss as upwards of £1,661,000 sterling could be sustained on the
differenze between the price and Lhe sale of grain, he seems to aitribute
this enortmous head of charge to secret expenses ef the Revolution. T can.
not say anylhing positively en thet sulject. The reader is capable of
judging, by the aggregate of these immense charges, cn the state and ron-
dition of Fratce ; und the sysiem of public economy adopted in that nas
ticr. These articles of aceount produced ne inguiry or discussion in e
National Assembly,
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ate‘against the nobles in defence of their property—liad they

‘bee:ﬁike the Orsing and Vitelli in ltaly, who used to sslly
from their fortified deng to rab the trader and traveller—had
they been such as the Mamelukes in Figypt, or the Nayres on
the coast of Malabar, I do admit, that too critical an Inquiry
might not be advisable into the means of freeing the world
from such a nujsance. The statues of Equity and Merey
might be veiled for a moment. The tenderest minds, con.
founded with the dreadful exigence in which morality sub-
mits to the suspension of ita own rules in favour of its own
prineiples, might turn aside whilst fraud and violence were
accomplishing the destruction of o pretended nobility which
disgraced, whilst it persecuted, human nature. The persons
most abhorrent from blood, and treason, and arbitrary con-
fiscation, might remain silent spectators of this civil war be-
tween the vices,

But did the privileged nobility who met under the king's
prece}it at Veraailles, in 1789, or their constituents, deserve
to be looked on as the Nayres or Momelukes of this age, or
a8 the Orsini and Titelii of ancient times? TIf T had then
asked the question I should have passed for a madman.
‘What have they since done that they were to be driven into
exile, that their persons should be hunted about, mangled,
and tortured, their families dispersed, their houses lad 1n
ashes, and that their order should be abolished, and the
memory of it, if possible, extinguished, by ordaining them to
change the very names by which they were usually known P
Rend their mstructious to their vepresentatives. They
breathe the spirit of liberty as warmly, and they reenmmend
reformation as strongly, as any other order. Their privi.
leges relative to contribution were voluntarily surrendered ;
a8 the king, from the beginning, surrendered all pretence to
a right of taxation. Upon a free constitution there was but
oue opinion in France. The absolute monarchy was at an
end. It breathed its last, without a groan, without struggle,
without convulsion. All the struggle, all the dissension,
arose afterwards upon the preference of a despotic demo-
eracy to a government of reciprocal control. The triumph
of the victorious party was over the principles of a British
conetitution.

1 have observed the affectation, which for many years past,
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has pm‘aﬂed in Paris even to o degree perfectly childish, of.
idohizing the memory of your Heory the Fourth. If any.
thing could put one out of humour with that ornament to
the kingly character, it would be this overdone style of
insidious paregyric. The persons who have worked this
engine the most busily, are those who have ended their
panegyrice in dethroning his successor and descendant; a
man, a8 goodenatured, at the least, as llenry the Fourth;
altogether as fond of his people ; and who has done infinitely
more to correct the ancient vices of the state than that preat
monarch did, or we are sure be ever meant to do,.  Well 1t
is for his punegyrists that they have not him to deal with.
For Heary of Novarre was a resolute, active, and politie
rince. He possessed indeed great humanity and mildness ;
ut g humanity and mildness that never stood in the way
of lLis interests. IMe never mought to be loved without
putting himself first in a condition to be feared. He used
soft language with determined conduet. MHe asserted and
maintained his authority in the gross, and distributed his
acte of concession only in the detail. e spent the income
of his Prcmgative nobly ; but he took care not to break in
apen the ecapital; never abandening for a moment any of
the claims which he made under the fundamental laws, nor
gparing to shed the blood of those who opposed him, often in
tne field, somotimes upon the scaffold. DBecause he koew
how to make his virtues respeeted by the ungrateful, he has
merited the praises of those, whom, if they had lived in Lias
time, he would have shut up in the Bastile, and brought te
Euniahment along with tho regicides whom be hanged after
e had famished Paris inlo a surrender.

If these panegyrists are in earnest in their admiration of
Henry the ]}f'ourth, they must remember, that they cannot
think more highly of him than he did of the noblesse of
France; whose virtue, honour,courage, patriotism, and loyalty
were his constant thems,

But the nobility of France are degenerated since the daya
of Henry the Fourth. Thie is possible. But it is more
than I can believe to be true in any great degree. I donot
Eretend to know France as correctly as some others; butT

ave endeavoured through my whole life to make myself
acquainted with buman nature; otherwise I should be unfit
to take even my humble part in the service of mankind. In
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thaf studv T could not pass by » vast portion of cur‘nnture,
“as it appeared modified in a couniry but twenty-four miles
from tEe ghore of this island. On my best cbservation, com-
pared with my best ingniries, 3 found your nobility for the
greater part composed of men of high spirit, and of a delicate
sense otP heonour, }inoth with regard to themselves individually,
and with regard to their whole corps, over whom they kept,
beyond what is common in other countries, a censonal eye.
They were tolerably well bred ; very officious, humane, and
hospitable ; in their conversation frank and open; with a
good military tone; and reasonably tinctured with literature,
particularly of the aathors in their own language Many had
pretensions far ahove this description. I speak of those who
were generally met with.

As to their behaviour to the inferior classes, they ap-
peared to me to comport themselves towards them with good.
nature, and with someihing more nearl{: approaching to
familiarity, than is generally practised with us in the inter-
course between the higher and lower ranks of lite. To strike
any person, even in the most abject condition, was s thing in
2 manner unknown, and wounld be highly disgraceful. Tn.
stances of other ill-treatment of the humble part of the come
munity were rare: and as to attacks made zpon the property
or the personal liberty of the eommeons, I never heard of any
whatsoever from them ; nor, whilst the luws were in vigour
under the ancient government, would such tyrapny in
subjects have been permitted. As men of landed estates, 1
had no fault to find with their conduct, though much to
reprehend, and much to wish changed, in many of the old
tenures. Where the letting of their land was by reng, I
eould not discover that their agreerments with their farmeys
were oppressive; nor when they were in partnership with
the farmer, as often was the case, have T heard that they
had tazen the lion’s share. The proportions seemed not
inequitable. There might be exceptions; but certainly they
were exceptions only. I have no reason to believe that in
these respects the landed noblesse of France were worse than
the landed gentry of this country ; certainly in no respeet
more vexatious than the landholders, not noble, of their own
nation. In cities the nobility had no manner of power; in
the country very little. You know, Sir, that much of the
@vil government, and the police in the most essenvial parts
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was not in the hands of that nobility which presents itself .
first to our consideration. The revenue, the system and col-
leetion of which were the most grievous parts of the French
governinent, was not administered by the men of the sword ;
nor weee they answerable for the vices of its prineiple, or the
vexations, where any such existed, in its managemext,

Denying, as I am well warranted to do, that the nobility
kad any considerable ahare in the oppression of the people,
it cases in which real oppression existed, I am ready to admit
that they were not without considerable faults and errors.
A foolish imitation of the worst part of the manners of Eng-
land, which impaired their znatuml character, without sub-
tituting in its place what perhnps they meant to copy, has
eertainly rendered them worse than formerly they were,
Habitual dissoluteness of manners continned beyond the
pardonable period of life, was more common amongst them
than it is with us; and it reigned with the less hope of
*remedy, though possibly with something of less mischief, by
being covered with more exterior decorum. They eounten-
anced too much thet licentious philesophy which has helped
to bring on their ruin, There was another error amongst
them more fatal. Those of the commons, who approached
to or exceeded many of the nobility in peint of woaPth, were
not fally admitted to the rank and estimation which wesalth,
in reason and good policy, ought to bestow in every country;
though 1 think not equally with that of other nebility. The
two kinds of aristocracy were too punctiliously kept asunder;
less o, however, than in Germany and some other nations,

This separation, as I have anlready taken the liberty of
suggesting to you, T conceive to be one principal eause of
the destruction of the old nebility. The military, particularly,
was tco exclusively reserved for men of family, But, after
altl, this was an error of opinion, which a conflicting opinien
would have rectitied. A permanent assembly, in which the
commons had their share of power, would scon aholish
whatever was too invidious and insulting in these distine.
tions: and even the faults in the morzls of the nobility
would have been probably corrected, by the greater varietiea
of oceupation and purswit to which & constitution by ordera
would have given rige.

All this violent ery againat the nobility I take to be & mers
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work of art. To be honoured and even privilegeg by the
Iaws, opinions, and inveterate usages of our country, growing
out of the prejudice of ages, has nothing to provoke horror
and indignation in any man. Even to be too tenacious of
those privileges iy not absolutely a crime. The strong
strugele in every individual to preserve possession of what
ke has found to belong to him, and to distinguish him, is one
of the securities agsinst injustice and despotizm implanted
in our nature. It operates as an instinet {o secure property,
and to preserve communities in a settled state. What is
there to shock in thin 7 Nobility is a- graceful ormnament to
the civil order. Tt iz the Corinthian capital of polished
society., Omnes boni nobilitali semper favemus, was the say-
ing of 8 wise and good man. It is indeed one sign of a
libernl and benevolent mind to ineline to it with rome sort
of partial propensity. He feels no enncbling principle in
his own heart, who wishes to level all the wrtificial institu-
tions which have been adopted for giving a body to opinion,
and permanence to fugitive esteem. It 18 a sour, malignant,
envious disposition, without taste for the reality, or for any
image or representation of virtue, that sees with joy the un-
merited fall of what had long flourished in splendour and in
honour. T do not like to see anything destroyed ; any void
produced in society; any ruin on the face of the Jand. It
was thergfore with no dieappeintment or dissatisfaction that
my in%liries and observations did not Prescnt te me any in-
corrigible vices in the noblesse of ¥France, or any abuse
which could not be removed by a reform very short of aboli-
tion. Your noblesse did not deserve punishment: but te
degrade is to punish.

Tt was with the same satisfaction I found that the result
of my inquiry concerning your clergy was not dissimilar. It
is no soothing news to my ears, that great bodies of men are
incurably corrupt. It is not with much credulity T listen to
any, when they speak evil of those whom they are going io
plunder. I rather susFect that vices are feigned or exag-
gerated, when profit is looked for in their punishment, An
enemy is a bad witness; & robber iz a worse. Vices and
nbuses there were undoubtedly in that order, and must be,
1t was an old establishment, and not frequently revised. But
1 saw no erimes in the individuals that merited confiseation
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of theid substanee, nor those cruel insults and debn‘adati'ons, .
and that unnatural persecution, which have been substituted
in the place of meliorating regulation.

If therc had been any just canee for this new religious
persecution, the atheistic hibellers, who act as trumpeters to
animate the populace to plunder, do not love any body so

* much as not to dwell with complacence on the vices of the
existing clergy. This they have not dore. They find them-
selves obliged to rake juto the histories of former ages (which
they have ransacked with a malignant and profligate indns-
try) for every instance of oppression and persecution which
has been made by that body or in its favour, in order fo jus-
tify, upon very iniquitous, becanse very illogieal, prineiples
of retaliation, their own perseeutions, and their own cruel-
ties. After destroying all other genealogies and family dis-
tinctions, they invent a sort of pedigrec of crimes. I 1s pot
very just to chastise men for the offences of their natursl an-

.cestors : but o take the fiction of ancestry in a corporate sue-
cession, ag a ground for punishing men whe have no relation
to guilty acts, except in names aud general descriptions, is a
sort of refinement in injustice belonging to the philosophy
of this enlightened age. The Assembly punishes men, many,
if not most, of whom abhor the violent conduet of ecclesias-
tics in former times as much as their present persecutors
ean do, and who would be as loud and as strong in the ex.
pression of that sense, if they were not well aware of the
purposes for which all this declamation is employed,

Corporate bodies are immortal for the good of the mems
bers, but not for their punishment, Nations themselves are
such corporations. As well might we in England think of
waging inexpiable war upon all Frenchmen for the evils
which they have brought upon us in the several periods of
our mutual hostilities, ou might, on your parf, think
yourselves justified in falling upon all Englishmen on account
of the unparalleled calamities brought on the people of France
by the unjust invasions of our Henries and our Edwards,
Indeed we should be mutually justified in this exterminatory
war upon each other, full as much as you are in the unpro-
voked persecution of your present countrymen, ob account
of the conduct of men of the same name in other times,

We du not draw the moral lessons we might from history,
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On‘the contrary, without care it may be used to vifhato our
‘minds and to destroy our bappiness. In hietory a great
volume is unrolled for our instruetion, drawing the materials
of future wisdom from the past errors and infirmities of
mankind. It may, in the perversion, serve for a magazine,
furnishing offensive and defensive weapons for parties in
church and state, and supplying the means of keeping alive,
or veviving, dissensions and animosities, and adding fuel to
civil fury. History consists, for the greater part, of the
miseries brought upon the world by pride, ambition, avaxice,
revenge, lust, eedition, hypocrisy, ungoverned zeal, and all
the train of disorderly appetites, which shake the public
with the same

-—* troublous storms that toss
The private state, and render life vnsweet,”

These vices are the causes of those storms. Religion, morala,
laws, prerogatives, privileges, liberties, rights of men, are
the preferts. The pretexts are always found in some gpecious
appearance of & real pood. You would not secure men from
tyranny and sedition, by rooting out of the mind the prin-
ciples to which these fraudulent pretexts apply P If you did,
rou would root out everything that is valuable in the human

reast. As these are the pretexts, so the ordinary actors
and instruments in great public evils are kings, priosts, ma-
gistrates, senates, parliaments, national assemblies, judges,
and eaptains.  You would not eure the evil by resolving,
that there should be no more monarchs, nor ministers of
state, nor of the gospel; no interpreters of law ; no general
officers; no publie ecuncils.  ¥ou might change the names.
The things in some shape must remain. A certain guantum
of Eower must always exist in the community, in some hands,
and under some appellation. Wise men will apply their
remedies to viees, not to names ; to the causes of evil which
are permanent, not to $he occasional organs by which they act,
and the transitory modes in which they appear. Otherwise
you will be wise historieally, 2 fool in practice. Seldom have
two ages the same fashion in their pretexts and the same
modes of mischief. Wickedness is a I'ttle more inventive.
Whilst you are discussing fashion, the fashion is gone by,
The verr same vice assumes a new body. The spirit transmi-
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grates ;\ami, far from Josing its principle of life by the change
of ite appearance, it is renovated in its new organs-with a
fresh vigour of a. juvenile activity. It walks abroad, it continues
its ravagen, whilst you are gibbeting the carease, or demaolish-
ing the tomb., You are terrifying yourselves with ghosts and
apparitions, whilst your house is the haunt of robbers. It
is twus with all those, who, attending only to the shell
and husk of history, think they are waging war with intoler-
ance, pride, and cruelty, whilst, under colour of abhorring
the ill principles of auti(iuated parties, they are authorizin
and feeding the same odious vices in different factions, an
perhaps in worse,

Your citizens of Pariz formerly had lent themselves as
the ready instruments to slaughter the followers of Cawin,
at the infamous massuere of Ht. Bartholomew. “What
should we say to those who could think of retaliating on the
Parisians of this day the abotvinations and horrors of that
time ? They are indeed brought to abhor zhat massacre,
Ferocious as they are, it 18 not difiicult to make them dis~
like it; because the politicians and fushionable teachers have
no interest in giving their passions cxactly the same diree-
tion, Btill however they find it their interest to keep the
same savage dispositions alive. It was but the other day
that they caused this very massacre to be acted on the stage
for the diversion of the desecndauts of those who commitied
it. In this tragic farce they produced the cardinal of Lorraine
in his robes of function, ordering general slaughter. Was this
epectacle intended to make the Parimians abhor persecution,
aud loathe the effusion of blood P—No; it was to teach them
to persecute their own pastors; it was to excite them, by
raising a disgust and horror of their clergy, to an alacrity in
hunting down te destruction an order, which, if it onght to
exist at all, ought to exist not only in safety, but in rever-
ence. It was to stimulate their cannibal appetites (which
one would think had been gorged sufficiently) by variety and
seagoning ; and to gquicken them to an alertness in new mur-
ders and massacres, if it should suit the purpose of *he
Ghuises of the day. An assembly, in which sat a multitude
of priests and prelates, was obliged to suffer this indignity at
ite door. The author was not sent to the galleys, nor the
players te the house of correction. Not long after thia exs
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hibttion, those players came forward to the Assembly {o claim

*the rites of that very religion which they had dared to ex-
pose, and to show their prostituted faces in the senate, whilst
the archbishop of Paris, whoee funetion was known to his
people only by his prayers and benedictiens, and his wealth
only by his alms, is forced to abandon his house, and to fly
from his flock, (as from ravenous wolves,) beeause, truly, in
the mizteenth century, the cardinal of Lorraine was a rebel
and a murderer.!

Such is the effect of the perversion of lustory, by those,
who, for the smne nefurious purposes, have perverted every
other part of learning.  But those who will stand upon that
elevation of reasen, which places centures under our eye,
and brings things to the true point of comparison, which
obecures Jittle names, and effaces the colours of little parties,
and to which nothing can ascend but the spirit andp moral

uality of buman actions, will say to the teachers of the

alais Royal,—The cardinal of Lorraine was the murderer of
the sizteenth century, vou have the glory of being the mur-
derers in the eighteenth ; and this is the only difference be-
tween you. But history in the uincteenth century, better
understood, and better employed, will, 1 trust, teach o civil-
ized posterity to abhor the misdeeds of both these barbar-
ous ages. 1t will teach future priests and magistrates not
to retaliate npon the speculative and inactive atheists of
fufure times, the enormities committed by the present prae-
tical zealots and furious fanatiee of that wretched ervor,
which, in s quiescent state, ir more than punished, when-
ever it i8 embraced. It will teach posterity not to make war
upon either religion or phiiosophy, for the abuse which the
Liypocrites of both have made of the two most valuable.
Llessings conferred upon us by the bounty of the universal
Patron, who in all things eminently favoure and protects the
Tace of man.

If your clergy, or any clergy, should show themselves
vicious beyond the fair bounds sllowed to human infirmity,
and to those professional faults which can hardly be separated
from professional virtues, though their vices never can
countenance the exercise of oppression, I do admit, that they

' This is on a supposition of the truth of this story, but he wos not T
Fasnico ac the time, One name serves as well as another,
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would thturally have the effect of abating vz;? much of our
indignstion agsinst the tyrants who exceed measure and
justice in their punishment. I can allow in clergymen,
through all their divisions, some tenaciousness of their own
opinion, some overflowings of zeal for its propagation, some
predilection to their own state and office, some attachment
to the iuterest of their own corps, some preference to those
who listen with deeility to their doctrines, beyond those whe
scorn and deride them. I allow all thig, because Tam a man
whe have to deal with men, und who would net, through a
violence of toleration, run into the greatest of all intolerance,
Imust bear with infirmities until they fester into erimes.

Undoubtedly, the vatural progress of the passions, froma
frailty to viee, ought to be prevented by o watchful eye and
a firm hand. Butis it true that the bedy of your clergy
had past those limits of a just allowance ? F'rom the general
style of your late publications of ll sorts, one would be led
Jto believe that your clergy in France were a sort of monsters;
an horrible composition of snperstition, ignorance, sloth,
fraud, avarice, and tyranny. But is this true 7 Is it true,
that the Japse of time, the cessation of conflicting interests,
the woetul experience of the evils resulting from party rage,
have had no sort of influence gradually to meliorate their
minds? Is it true, that they were daily renewing invasions
on the eivil power, troubling the dowestic quiet of their
equntry, and rendering the operations of its government
feeble and precarious P Is it true, that the clergy of ocur
times have pressed down the laity with an iron band, and
were, in all places, lighting up the fires of a savage persecus
tien ? Did they by every fruud endeavour to increase their
estates 7 Did they use to exceed the due demands on estates
that were their own? Or, rigidly screwing up right into
wrong, did they convert a legal claim into a vexatious extor-
tion ¥ When not possessed of power, were they filled with
the vices of those who envy it Were they inflamed with a
viclent, litigious spirit of controversy ? Goaded on with the
ambition of intellectun} sovereignty, were they ready to fly
1n the face of all magistracy; to fire churcheg, to massacere the
priests of other deseriptions, to pull down altars, and te
make their way over the ruins of subverted governments
to au empire of doctrnne, sometimes flattering, sometimes
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fording, the conaciences of men from the jnrisdiﬁtmn of
" public institutions into a_submission to their personal au-
thority, beginning with a claim of liberty, and ending with an
abusa of power?
These, or some of these, were the vices objected, and not
wholly without foundation, to several of the churchmen of
former times, who belonged to the two great parties, which
then divided and distracted Europe.
If there was in France, as it other countries there visibly
is, a great abatement, rather than any increase of these vices,
instead of leading the present elergy with the erimes of other
men, and the odious character of other times, in common
equity they ought to be praised, encouraged, and supported,
in their departure from a spirit which disgraced their pre-
decessors, and for having. assumed a temper of mind and
manners more suitable to their sacred funetion.
‘When my oceasions took me into France, towards the close
of the late reign, the clergy, under all their forms, engaged.
& considerable part of my curiosity. So far from finding
(except from one get of men, not then very numerous, though
" very active) the complaints and discontents against that
body, which some publications had given e reason to expect,
I perceived little or no public or private uneasiness on their
account, On further examination, I found the clergy, in

eneral, perscns of moderate minds and decorous manners ;
% include the seculars, and the regulars of both sexes. I had
not the good fortune to know a great many of the parochial
clergy : but in general I received a perfectly good account of
their moralg, and of their attention to their duties. With
some of the higher clergy I had a personal acquaintsnce;
and of the reet in that olass, a very good means of informa-
tion. They were, almost all of them, persons of noble birth.
They resembled others of their own rank; and where there
was any difference, it was in their favour. They were more
fully educated than the military noblesse ; so as By DO TNeaDH
to disgrace their profession by ignorance, or by want of
fitness for the exercise of their authority. They seemed to
me, beyond the clerical character, liberal and open ; with the
hearts of gentlemen, and mwen of honour; neither insolent
nor servile in their manners and conduct. They seemed to
me rather & waperior class: & pot of men. amongst whom you
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would nigt be surprised to find a Fenelon. I saw amongihe
clergy in Paris (many of the description are not to be mek
with anywhere) men of great learning and candour; and X
had reason to believe, that this description was not confined
to Paris. What I found in other places, X know was acoi-
dental ; and therefore to be presumed a fair sample. T spent
a few days in o provincial town, where, in the absence of the
bishop, I passed my evenings with three clergymen, his
vicars-general, persous who would have done honour to any
church. They were all well informed; two of them of deep,
general, and extensive crudition, ancient and modern, oriental
and western ; particularly in their own profession. They
had a more extensive knowledge of our English divines than
I expected ; and they entered into the genius of those writers
with & eritienl aceuracy. One of these gentlemen is since
dead, the Abbé Morangis. 1 pay thiz tribute, without re-
luctance, to the merery of that noble, reverend, learned, and
excellent person; and I should do the same, with equal
theerfulness, 10 the merits of the others, who I believe are
still living, if I did not fear to hurt these whom I am unable
to serve.

Some of these ecelesinstics of rank are, by all titles, per-
sona deserving of general respect. They are deserving of
gratitude from me, and from many English, If this letter
should ever come into their hands, I hope they will believe
there are those of our nation who feel for their nnmerited
fall, and for the cruel confiscation of their fortunes, with no
common sensibiliby. What I say of them is a testimony, as
far ag one feeble voice can go, which T owe to truth. "When-
ever the question of this unnatural persecution is concerned,
I will pay it. No one shall preven$ me from being just and
grateful. The time is ﬁtterf for the duty; and it is par-
ticularly becoming to show our justice and gratitude, when
those, who have seserved well of us and of mankind, are
labouring under popular obloquy, and the persecutions of
oppressive power.

ou had befors your Revolution about an hundred and
twenty bishops. A few of them were men of eminent
sanctity, and charity without limit. When we talk of the
beroic, of course we talk of rare virtue. I believe tha iz
gtances of eminent depravity may be as rare amongst them
YoL. M. | 3
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 as those of transcendent goodness. Examples of avarice and
of licentionaness may be picked out, I do not qluestion it, b
those who delight in the imvestigation which leads to sum
discoveries. A man asold a8 I am will not be astonished
that several, in every deseription, do not lead that perfect
life of self-denial, with regard to wealth or to pleasure, which
is wished for by all, by seme cxpected, but by none exacted
with more riguur, than by those who are the most attentive
to their own intcrests, or the most indulgent to their own
passions, When I was in France, I am certain that the
number of vicious prelates was not great. Certain jndi-
viduals ameng them, not distinguishable for the regularity
of their lives, made some amcnds for their want of the severe
virtues, in their possession of the liberal ; and were endowed
with qualities which made them wuseful in the church and
gtate. L am told, that, with few exceptions, Lounis the Six-
teenth had been more attentive to charaeter, in his promo-
tions to that rank, than Lis immediale predecessor; and 1
believe (as some apirit of reform has prevailed through the
whole reign) that it may be true. But the present ruling
wer has shown a disposition only to plunder the church.
E:) has punished 4l prelates; which is fo favour the vicious,
at least in point of reputation. It has wade a degrading
pensionary establishment, to which noe max of liberal ideas
or liberal condition will destine his children. It must settle
into the lowest classes of the people. As with you the in-
forior clergy are not numerous enough for their duties; aa
these duties are, beyond measure, minute and toilsome, as
you have left no middle classes of clergy at vheir ense, in
future nothing of scienee or erudition can exist in the Galli-
can church. To complete the project, without the least at-
tention to the rights of patrons, the Assembly has provided
in future an elective clergy; an arrangement which will
drive out of the clerical profession all men of sobriety; all
who ean pretend to independence in their function or their
conduct; and which will throw the whole direction of the
ublic mind into the hands of a sef of licentious, bold, crafty,
actious, flattering wretches, of such condition and such
habits of life as will make their contemptible pensions (in
eomparison of which the stipend of su exciseman is lucrative
sud honourable) an object of low and illiberal intrigue.
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Those al‘ﬁcers, whom they still cal! bishops, are to ba elected -
to & provision comparatively mean, thrm;f{h the same arts,
(that is, electioneering arts,} by men of all religious tenets
that are known or can be invenfed. The new lawgivers have
not ascertained anything whatsoever concerning their quali.
fications, relative either to doctrine or to morals; no more
than they have done with regard to the subordinate clergy:
nor does it appear but that both the higher and the lower
may, at their discretion, practise or preach any mode of re-
ligion or irreligion that they please. I do not yet see what
the jurisdiction of bishops over their subordinates is to be,
or whether they are to have any jurisdiction at all,

In short, 8ir, it seems to me, that thiz new ecelesiastical
establishment 18 intended only to be temporary, and pre-
paratory to the utter abolition, under any of its forms, of
the Christian veligion, whenever the minds of men are pre-

ared for this last stroke against it, by the accomplishment
«of the plan for bringing its ministers into universal con
tempt. They who will not believe, that the philosophical
fanatics, who guide in these matters, have long eniertained
such a design, are ubterly ignorant of their character and
proceedings. These enthusinsts do not seruple to avow their
opinion, that a state can subsist without any religion better
than with one; and that they are able to supply the place of
any good which may be in it, by a project of their own—
namely, by a sort of education they bave imagined, founded
in a knowledge of the physical waats of men; progressively
carried to an enlightened self-interest, which, when well un-
derstood, they tell us, will identify with an interest more
enlarged and publie. The scheme of this education has been
longr%nown. Of late they distinguish it (as they have got
an entirely nmew nomenclature of technical terms} by the
name of a Civic Education.

I hope their partisans in England (to whom I rather at.
tribute very inconsiderate conduct, than the nltimate object
in this detestable design) will succeed neither in the piilage
of the ecclesiastics, nor in the introduction of & prineiple of

opular election to our bishopries and parochial cures. This,

n the present condition of the world, would be the last cor-

ruption of the church ; the utter ruin of the clerical charpe-

ter; the most danperous shock that the state ever received
Frd
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through a misunderstood arrangement of religion, *1 know
well enough that the bishoprics and cures, under kingly and
eeignoral patronage, a8 now they are in England, and as they
have been lately in France, are sometimes acquired by une
worthy methods; but the other mode of ecclesiastical can-
vaas subijects them infinitely more surely and more generall
to all the evil arts of low ambition, which, eperaling on an
through greater numbers, will produce mischief in propor-
tion.

Those of you, who have robbed the clergy, think that they
shall essily reconcile their conduet to 2l Protestant nations;
because t{e clerzy, whom they have thus plundered, de-
graded, and given over to mockery and scorn, are of the Ro-
man Catholie, that is, of #heir own pretended persuasion. 1
have no doubt that some miserable bigots wilk be found here,
a3 well as elsewhere, who hate seets and parties different
from their own, more than they love the substance of reii-
gion; and who arc more angry with those who differ from
them in their particular plans and systems, than displeased
with those who attack the foundation of our common hope.
These men will write and speak on the subject in the man-
ner that is to be expected from their temper and character.
Burnet says, that, when he was in France, in the year 1683,
“ the method which carried over the men ef the finest parts
to Popery was this—they brought themselves to doubt of
the whole Christian religion. "When that was once done, it
geermed a more indifferent thing of what side or form they
continued outwardly.” If this was then the ecclesiastical
policy of France, it is what they bave since but too much
resson to repent of, They preferred atheism to a form of
religion not agreeable to their ideas, They succeeded in de-
stroying that form ; and atheism hagsucceeded in destroying
them. I can readily give credit to Burnet’s story; because
Y have observed too muck of & similar epirit (for a little of
it is “much too much™) amongst ourselives. The humour,
however, is not general.

The teachers who reformed our religion in England bore
no gorf of resemblance to your present reforming doctors in
Taris. Perhaps they were (like those whom they opposed)
rather more than could be wished under the influence of »
party spirit; but they were more sincere believers ; men
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of the most fervent and exalied piety ; ready to die (as some .
of them did die) like trus heroes in defence of their particu-
lar ideas of Christianity ; as they would with equal fortitude,
snd mere cheerfully, for that stock of general truth, for the
branches of which they contended with their blood. These
men would have disavowed with borror those wretches who
elsimed a fellowship with them upon no other titles than
those of their baving pillaged the persons with whom they
maintained controversies, and their having despised the com.
mon religion, for the purity of which gwy exerted them-
selves with a zeal, whicE unequivecally bespoke their highest
reverence for the substanec of that system which they wished
to reform. Many of iheir descendants bave refmned the
game zeal, but (as less engaged in confliet) with more moder-
ation. They do mot forget that justice and mercy are sub-
stantial parts of rveligion. Impious men de not recommend
themselves to their communion by iniquity and eruelty to-
»wards any description of their fellow-creatures.

We hear these new teachers continually boasting of their
spirit of toleration. That those persons should tolerate all
opinions, who think none to be of estimation, is a matter of
smmall merit. Equal neglect is not impartial kindness. The
species of benevelence, which arises from contempt, i no
true charity. There are in England abundance of men who
tolerate in the true spirit of toleration. They think the dog-
mas of religion, though in different degrees, are all of me-
ment: and that amongst them there is, as amongst all things
of value, a just ground -of preference. They favour, there-
fore, and they to%erate. They tolerate, not because they de-
epise opiniona, but because they respect justice. They would
reverently and affectionately protect all religions, because
they love and venerate the great prineiple upon which the
all agree, and the great object to which they are all directed,
They begin more and more plainly to discern, that we have
all & common cause, as against & common enemy. They
will not be so misled by the spirit of faction, a8 not to dis-
tinguish what is done in favour of their subdivision, from
those acts of hostility, which, threugh seme particular de-
ecription, are aimed at the whole corps, in which they them-
‘selves, under ancther denomination, are included. It is im-
possible for me to say what may be the character of every
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destription of men amongst us. But I spesk for the grester
part; and for them, I must tell you, that sacrileige is mart
of their doctrine of good works ; that, so far from ing
you into their fellowship on such title, if your professors are
admitted to thelr communion, they must carefully conceal
their doctrine of the lawfulness of the proseription of inne.
cent men ; and that they must make restitution of all stolen
goods whatsoever. Till then they are none of ours.
You may suppose that we do not approve your confisca-
tion of the revenues of bishops, and deans, and chapters, and
hial clergy possessing independent estates arsing from
E:ml, because we have the same sort of establishment in
England. That objection, you will say, cannot hold as to the
confiscation of the goods of monks and nuns, and the aboli-
tion of their order. It is true that this particular part of
your general confiscation does not affect England, as a pre-
cedent in point: but the reasen implies, and it goes & great
way. The long Epa.riiament confiscated the lands of deans
and chapters in England on the same ideas upon which your
assembly set to sale the lands of the monastic orders. But
it is in the prineiple of injustice that the danger lies, and
not in the deseription of persons on whom it is first exer-
cised. I see, in a country very near us, a conrse of polic
arsued, which sets justice, the common concern of mankinc{
at defiance. 'With the National Assembly of France, pos-
session is nothing, law and usage are nothing. I see the
National Assembly openly reprobate the doctrine of pre-
seription, which one of the greatest of their own lawyers?
tells us, with great trutb, is a part of the law of nature. He
tells us, that the positive ascertainment of its limits, and ita
security from invasion, were among the causes fer which
civil society itself has been inpstituted. If preseription be
once shaken, no spucies of property is secure, when it once
bocomes an object large enough to tempt the cupidity of
indigent power. I aee a practice perfectly correspondent to
their contempt of this great fundamental part of natural
law. I see the confiscators begin with bishops, and chapters,
and monasteries ; but I do nct see them end there. 1 see the
sorinces of the blood. who, by the oldest usages of that king-
m, held large landed estates, (hardly with the complimens

! Dowmar,
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of » debate,} deprived of their possessions, and, in lien of -
their stable, independent property, reduced to the hope of
some precarious, chnr‘itabﬁa ]fensien, at the pleasure of an
assembly, which of course will pay littie regard to the rights
of pensioners at pleasure, when it despises those of legal
proprietors. Flushed with the inselence of their first inglori-
ous victorier, and pressed by the distresses causcd by their
lust of unhallowed lucre, disappointed but not discouraged,
they have at length ventured eompletely to subvert all pro-
Eerty of all descriptions throughout the extent of a great
ingdom. They have compelled all men, in all transactions
of commerce, in the disposal of lands, in civil dealing, and
through the whole communion of life, to aceept as perfect
payment and good and lawful tender, the symbals of their
speculations on a projected sale of their plunder. What
vestiges of liberty or property have they left ? The tenant-
right of a eabbage-garden, a year’s iaterest in 2 hovel, the
zood-will of an ale-house or a baker’s shop, the very shadow
of a constructive property, are more ceremoniously treated
i our parliament, than with you the oldest and most valu-
able landed possessions, in the hands of the most respectable
personages, or than the whole body of the monied and com-
mercial interest of your country. We entertain a high
opinion of the legislative authority; but we have never
dreamt that parliaments had any right whatever to violate
property, ta overrule prescription, or to force a currency of
their own fiction in the place of that which is real, nnd re-
cognised by the law of nations. But you, who began with
refusing to submit to the most moderate restraints, have
ended by establishing an unheard-of despotism. I find the
ground upon which your confiseators go ia this; that indeed
their proceedings could not be supported i a court of jus-
tice; but that the rules of prescription cannot bind a legis-
lative assembly! So that this legislative nssembly of a free
ustion sits, not for the security, %ut for the destruction, of
property, and not of property only, but of every rule and
maxim which can give it stability, and of those instruments
which can alone give it eirenlation.
‘When the Anabaptists of Munster, in the sizteenth cens

* Bpeech of Mr. Camus, published by order of the Nationasl As-
sembiy.
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tury, had filled Germany with confusion, by their system of
leveling, and their wild opiniens concerning property, to
what country iu Europe did not the progress of their fury
furnish just cause of alarm? Of all things, wisdom is the
most terrified with epidemical fanaticism, because of all ene-
mies it ia that against which she is the least able to furnish
any kind of resource. We cannot be ignorant of the spirit
of atheistical fanaticism, that is inspired by a multitude of
writings, dispersed with incredible assidwity and expensc,
and by sermons delivered in all the streets and places of
Eublic resort in Paris. These writings and sermons have

Hed the populace with a black and savage atrocity of mind,
which supersedes in them the common feelings of nature, 28
well as all sentimenta of morality and religion; insomuch
that these wretches are induced to bear with a sullen
patience the intolerable distresses brought upon them by
the_violent convulsions and permutations that have been
made in property.! The spirit of proselytism attends this
spirit of fanaticism. They Iiave pocieties to cabal and cor-
respond at home and abrosd for the propagation of their
tenets. 'The republic of Berne, one of the happiest, the
most prosperous, and the best governed countries upon earth,
is one of the great objects, at the destruction of which they

! Whether the following description is strictly true, I know not; but
it s what the publishers would have pass for true in order 1o animale
others. In a letter from Toul, given in cne of their papers, is the follow-
ing peesage concerning the people of that district: ** Dans la Révolution
actaelle, ils ont x€sis1é & toules les séductions du bipotisme, urx persécu-
téons, ef aur tracamneries des ennemis de la Révolulion, Oubliant leurs
pis grdnds intéréts pour Tendre hommage rux vues d’ordre général qui
ont déterminé I' Assemblée Nationale, ils voient, sans se plaindre, suppri-
mer cette foule d'établi ecclésiastiques par lesquels ifs subais-
toient ; et méme, en perdant leur sitge €piscopal, la seul de toutes ses
ressources qui pouvoit, ou plutbt gui devail, en touts fguité, leur étre con-
servée; condamnés & lo plus effrayante misére, sans avoir &ét¢ mi pu étre
#nfendus, tls ne smurmurent point, ils restent fidéles aux principes du plus
pur patriotisme ; ils sent encoro préts 3 verser leur sang pour le maintien
de la Constitution, qui va réduire leur ville 8 ir plus déplorabls nublite."
These people are not supposed to have endured those sufferings and in-
juatices in a struggle for liberty, for the same account states truly that
they had been always free; their patience in beggary and ruin, and their
waffering, without remonstrance, the most flagrant and confeesed injustice, i
strictly true can be nothing bui the effect of this dire fanaticism. A great
multitude al, ovar Fraunce is in the same condition and the same {emper,
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aim. I am told they have 1 some measure sueccoeded in
sowing there the seeds of discontent. They are busy
throughout Germany. Spain and Italy have not been un-
tried. England is not left out of the comprehensive scheme of
their malignant charity : and in England we find those who
gtretch out their arms to them, who recommend their ex-
ample from more than ome pulpit, and who choose in more
than one periodical meeting, publiclyto correspond with them,
to appland them, and to hold them up as objects for imita-
tion; who reseive from them tokeos of confraternity, and
gtandards comseerated amidsé their rights and mysteries ;!
who suggzest o them leagues of perpetual amity, at the very
time when the power, to which our constitution has exclu-
sively delegated the federative capacity of this kingdom, may
find 1t expedient to make war upon them.

It is not the confiscation of ocur church property from
this example in France that I dread, though I think this
would be no trifing evil. The great source of my solicitude
is, lest it showld ever be considered in England as the policy
of a state fo seek aresource in confiscations of any kind ; or
that any one deseription of cifizens should be brought to
regard any of the ofhers as their proper prey? Nations
are wading deeper and deeper into an acean of bound-
less debt. Tullic debts, which at first were a security to

! See the proceedings of the confederation at Nantz,

$# % Gj plures sunt ii quibus improba datum est, quam illi quibus injuste
ademptum esl, idcires plus etiam valent? Noo enim numero hee judi-
cantur sed pomdere. Quam autem habel sequitatem, ut agrum muliis
annis, nut eliam secalis ante possessum, qui nullum habuit babeat; gui
autem habuit amittat 7 Ae, propter hac injurie genus, Lacedemonii Ly~
sandrum Ephorum expulerunt: Agin regem (quod nunquam antea apud
eus acciderat) necaverunt: exque eo tempore tante discordie secutm
sunt, ut et tyranni existerint, et optimates exterminareniur, et preclaris-
sime constituta respublice dilaberetur. Nec vero solum ipsa cecidit, sed
etiam religuam Greeciam evertit contrgionibus malorum, que a Lacedae-
mouiis profecler manarunt lating,"’—Afier speaking of the conduct of tha
model of true patriots, Aratus of Sicyon, which was in a very different
spirit, he says, ** Sic par est ngere cum civibus ; non 1t bis jam vidimus,
bastam in foro ponere et bona civium voci subjicere preeconds. At ills
Gracus {id quod fuit sapientis et prestantis viri) emnibus ccraulendum
e8se pulavit: eagua est summa ratio et sapientia bont civis, commora
{i;ium nun divellere, sed omnes eadem mguitate ccntiners.”—Cic. Off

1
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ernments, by mteresting many in the public irangnillity,
are likely in their excess to become the means of their sub-
versior. If governments provide for these debts by heavy
tmpositions, they perish by becoming odious to the people.
If they do not provide for them they will be undone by the
efforts of the most dangerous of all parties; I mean an
extensive, discontented monied interest, injured and not de-
stroyed. The men who compose this interest look for their
eocurity, in the first instanee, to the fidelity of government;
in the second, to its power. If they find the old govern-
ments eftete, worn out, and with their springs relaxed, so a8
aot to be of sufficient vigour for their purposes, they may
reek new ones that shall be possessed of mare energy ; and
this energy will be derived, not from an acquisition of re-
sources, but from a contempt of justice. Revolutions are
favourable to confiscation ; and it is impoessible to know under
what obnoxions names the next confiscations will be author-
ized. X am surc that the principles predominant in France
extend to very many persons, and descriptions of persons, in
all countries whe think their iunozious indelence their secur-
ity. This kind of innocence in proprietors may be argued
inte inutility ; and ioutility inte an unfitness for their
estates. Many parts of Europe are in open diserder. In
many others there is o hollow murmuring nnder ground; a
confused movement is felt, that threatens a general earth-
quake in the politieal world. Already confederacies and corre-
spondencies of the most extraordinary nature are forming, in
several countries.! In such a state of things we ought to
hold ourselves upon our guard. In all mutations (if mu-
tations must be) the circumstance which will serve most to
blunt the edge of their mischief, and to promete what good
may be in them, is, that they should find us with our minds
tenacious of justice, and tender of property.

But it will be argued, that this confiscation in France
sught not to alarm other nations. They say it is not made
from wanton rapacity; that it is a great measnre of national
policy, adopted to remove an extensive, inveterate, supersti
tioua mischiet. It is with the greatest difficulty thet I am
able to separate policy from justice, Justice itself is the

' Bee two books entitled, Enige Originalechrifien des INum:ma iénordens,
=-Bystem nnd Folgen dea Hiuminatenordens, Munchen, 1787
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great standing policy of civil society ; and sny eminen{ de-
parture from it, under any circumstances, hies under the
suspicion of being no policy at all.

ken men are encouraged to go into a certain mode of
life by the existing laws, and protected in that mode az in &
lawful ocenpation—when they have accommodated all their
ideas and all their habits to it—when the law had long
made their adherence to its rules a ground of reputation,
and their departure from them a ground of disgrace and
even of penalty—T am sure it iz unjust in legislature, by an
arbitrary act, to oflfer 8 sudden violence to their minds and
their foelings ; foraibly to degrade them from their state and
condition, and to stigmatize with shame and infamy that cha-
racter, and these customs, which before had been made the
measure of their happiness and honour.  If to this be added
an expulsion from their habitatious, and a confiscation of all
their goods, I amn not eagacious enough to discover how this
despotic sport, made of the feclings, consciences, ENJ udices,
snd preperties of men, ean be diseriminated {rom the rankest
tyranny.

If the injustice of the course pursued in France be clear,
the policy of tho measure, that 1s, the public benefit to be
expected from it, ought to be at least as evident, and at
least as importart. To a man who acts under the influence
of no passion, who has nothing in view in his projects but
the public good, a great difference will immediately strike
him between what poliey would dictate on the oziginal in-
troduction of such institutions, and on a question of their
total abolition, where they have cust their roots wide and
deep, and where, by long habit, things miore valuable than
themselves are so adapted fo them, and in o manner inter-
woven with them, that the one cannot be destroyed without
notably impairing the other. e might be embarrassed if
the ease were really such as sophisters represent it in their
paltry style of debating. But in this, as in most questions
af state, there is a middle. There is something eise than the
mere alternative of absolute destruction, or unreformed ex-
istence. Spartam nactus es; hanc exorna. This is, in my
opinion, a rule of profound sense, and ought never to depart
from the mind of an honest reformer, I cannot conceive
how any man can have brought himself to thai Titch of pree
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.sumption, to consider his country as nothing but corfe
dlancke, upon which he may scribble whatever he pleases,
A man full of warin, rpeculative benevolence mry wish his
society otherwise constituted than he finds it; but a good
patriot, and a true politician, always considers how he shall
make the most of the existing materials of his country A
dis}llositicn to preserve, and an ability to improve, taken to-
gether, would be my standard of a statesman. Evervthing

else is vulgar in the conception, perilous in the execution.
There are moments in the fortune of states, when particular
men are called to make improvements, by great mental exer-
tion.  In those moments, even when they seem to enjoy the
confidence of their prince and country, and to be invested
with full authority, they have not always apt instruments.
A politician, to do great things, laoks for a power, what our
workmen eall 2 purchase; and if he finds that power, in
ibolitics as in mechanies, he eannot be at a loss fo apply it.
n the monastic institutions, in my opinion, was found a
great power for the mechaniam of politic benevolence. There
were revenues witl o public divection ; there were men whelly
et apart and dedicated to public purpoeses, without any other
then publie ties and public principles; men without the pos-
gibility of converting the estate of the community info a
rivate fortune; men denied to self-interests, whose avarice
18 for some community ; men to whem personal poverty is
honour, and implicit obedience etands in the place of free-
dom. In vain shall a man look to the possibility of making
such things when he wants them, The winds blow as they
list. These institutions are the produets of enthusissm;
they are the instruments of wisdem. Wisdom cannot ¢reate
materisls ; they sre the gifts of nature or of chance ; her pride
is in the use. The perennial existence of bodies corporate
end their fortunes are things particularly suited to aman
who has long views; who meditates designs that require time
in fashioning, and which propose duration when they are ses
complished.  He is not deserving to rank high, or even to be
mentioved in the order of great statesmen, who, having ob-
tained the command and direction of such a power as existed
in the wealth, the discipline, and the habits of such corpora-
tions, a8 those whick you have rashly destroyed, cannot find
any way of converting it to the great and lasting berefit of
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bis cm,ntry. On the view of this subject, a thonsand 1uses
suggest themselves te a contriving mind. To destroy any
ower, growing wild from the rank produetive force of the
Euman mind, is almost tantamount, in the moral world, to
the destruction of the apparently active properties of bodies
in the material. It would be like the attempt to destroy (if
it were in vur competence to destroy)} the expansive force of
fizxed air in nitre, or the power of steam, or of electricity, or
of magnetism. These energies always existed in nature, and
they were always discernible. They seemed, some of them
unserviceable, some nogious, some no better than a sport to
children; uutil contemplative ability, combining with practie
skill, tamed their wild natare, subdued them to use, snd
rendered them at onee the most powerful and the most tract-
able agents, in subservicuce to the great views and designs of
men,  Did fifty thousand persons, whose mental and whose
bodily labour you might direct, and =0 many bundred
thousand a year of a revenue, which was neither lazy nor
superstitions, appear too big for your abilities to wield 7 Had
you no way of using the men but by converting monks into
peneioners f 1fad you no way of turning the revenue to
account, but through the improvident resource of a spend-
thrift rale ! If you were thus destitute of mental funds, the
proceeding is in its natural course. Your politicians do not
understand their trade; and therefore they sell their toola.
But the institutions savour of superstition in their ve
principle ; and they nourish it by a permanent and stand-
ing influence. This I do not mean to dispute; but this
ought not to hinder you from deriving from superstition it-
gself any resources which may thence be furnished for the
public advantage. You derive benefits from many disposi-
tions and mauy passions of the human mind, which are of aa
doubtful a coleur, in the moral eye, as superstition itself. It
was your business to correct and mitigate everything which
was noxious in this passion, as in all the pasmons. But is
superstition the greatest of all possible vices? In its possible
excess I think it becomes a very great evil. It is, however,
& moral eubject ; and of course admits of all degrees and all
modifications. Superstition is the religion of feeble minds;
end they must be tolerated in an intermixiure of it, in some
trifling or some enthusiastic shape or other, else you will de-
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prive weak minds of a resource found necessary to the
‘atrongest. The body of all true religion consists, to be sure,
in obedience to the will of the Sovereign of the world ; in a
confidence in his declerations ; and in imitation of his per-
fections. The rest is our own. It may be prejudicial to the
great end ; it may be auxiliary. "Wise men, who as such are
ot admirers, (not admirers at least of the Munera Terre,)
are not vicleutly attached to these things, nor do they vie-
lently hate them. Wisdom is not the most savere corrector
of folly. They are the rival follies, which mntually wage so
unrelenting a war; and which make so cruel a use of their
advantages, as they can happen to engage the immoderate
vulgar, on the one side, or the other, in their gquarrels.
Prudence would be neuter; but if, in the contention between
fond attachment and fierce antipathy concerning things in
their nature not made to produece such heats, a prudent man
were obliged to make a choice of what errors and excesses of
enthusiasm he would condemn or bear, perhaps he would
think the superstition which builds, to be more tolersble
than that which demolishes~~that which adorns a country,
than that which deforms it—that which endows, than that
which plunders—that which disposes to mistaken bencficence,
than that which stimulates to real injustice—that which leads
a man to refuse to himself lawful pleasures, than that which
snatches from others the seanty subsistence of their self-
denial. Sueh, T think, is very nearly the state of the question
between the ancient founders of monkish superstition, and
the superstition of the pretended philosophers of the hour,

For the present I postpone all consideration of the sup-

ged public profit of the sale, which however I coneeive to
E: perfectly delusive. I shall here ouly consider it as a
transfer of property. On the policy of that transfer T shall
trouble you with a few thoughts,

In every prosperous community semething more is pro-
duced than goes to the immediate support of the preducer.
This surplue forms the income of the landed capitalist. It
will be apent by a proprietor who does not labour. But this
idleness g itself the spring of labour; this repose tbe spur to
industry. The only concern of the state is, that the capital
-taken in rent from the land, should be returned again to the
wdustry from whence it came; and that its expenditure
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shoutdYe with the least possible detriment to the morals of
those who expend it, and to those of the people to whom it 1w
returned.

In all the views of receipt, expenditure, and personal em~
ployment, & sober legislator would carefully compare the
possessor whom he was recommended to expel, with the
stranger who wns proposed to fill his place. Before the in-
conveniencies are incurred which must atiend all violent
revolutions in property through extensive confiscation, we
ought to have some rational assurance that the purchasers of
ihe confiscated property will be in a considernble degree
more laborious, more virtuous, more sober, lesa disposed to
extort an unrcasonable proportion of the gains of the la-
bourer, or to consume on themsclves o Jarger share than is
fit for the measure of an individual; or that they should be
qualified to dispense the surplus in a more steady and equal
mode, 50 as to answer the purposes of a politic expenditure,
than the old possessors, call those possessors bishops, or ca-

" nons, or commendatery abbots, or mouks, or what you please.
The monks are lazy. DBe it so. Supposc them no otherwise
employed than by singing in the choir, They are as usefully
employed as those who neither sing nor say. As usefully
even ag those who sing upon the stage. They are as usefully
employed as if they worked from dawn to dark in the innu-
merable servile, degrading, unseemly, unmanly, and often
most unwholesome and pestiferous occupations, to which b
the social economy so many wretches are inevitably doomed.
If it were not generally pernicious to disturb the natural
course of things, and to mpede, in any degree, the great
wheel of circulation which 18 turned by the strangely-di-
rected labour of these unbappy people, 1 should be intinitely
more inelined foreibly to rescue them from their miserable
mndustry, than violently to disturb the tranquil repose of
monastic quietude. Humanity, aud perhaps policy, might
better justify me in the one than in the other, It is a sub.
jeet on which I have often reflected, and never reflected
without feeling from it. I am sure that no consideration, ex-
cept the necessity of submitting to the yoke of luxury, and
the despotism of fancy, who in their own imperious way will
d.stribute the surplus product »f the soil, can justify the
toleration of euch trades and emplovments in a well-regu.
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Isted state. But for this purpose of ' distribution, it seema
to me, that the idle expenses of wonks are quite as well
directec as the idle expenses of us lay-loiterers.

When the advantages of the possession and of the project
are on a par, there is ne motive for a change. But in the
present case, perhaps, they are not upon a par, and the differ-
ence i3 in favour of the posscssion, It does not appear to
me, that the expenses of those whomy yon are going to expel,
do in fact take a course so directly and so f-'cnernfﬁy leadin
to vitiate and degrade and render miserable those througﬁ
whom they pass, as the expenscs of those favourites whom
you are intruding into their houses. Why should the ex-
penditure of a great landed property, which is a dispersion
of the surplus product of the soil, appenr intolerable to you
or to me, when it takes ifs course through the acecnmulation
of vast libraries, which are the history of the force and
weakness of the human mind; through great colleetions of
ancient records, medals, and coins, which attest and explain
laws and customs; through paintings and statues, that, by
imitating nature, seem to extend the limits of creation;
through grand monuments of the dead, which eontinue the
regards and connexicus of life beyoud the grave; through
l:o%lectiona of the specimens of nature, which become a re-
presentative assembly of all the classes and famikies of the
world, that by disposition facilitate, and, by exciting curi.
osity, open the avenues to science P If by great permanent
establishments, all these objects of expense are better secured
from the inconstant eport of personal eaprice and persomal
extravagonce, are they worse than if the same tastes pre.
vailed in scattered individuals? Does not the sweat of the
mason and carpenter, who toil in order to partake the sweat
of the peasant, flow as pleasantly and as szﬂnbrim}sly, in the
conetruction and repur of the majestic editiees of religion,
83 it the painted bouths and sordid sties of vice and luzury ;
a8 honourably and &s profitably in repairing those sacred
works, which grow hoary with.innumerable years, as on
the momentary receptacles of transient voluptuousness; in
opera-bsuses, and brothels, and gaming-houses, and cab.
Louses, and obelisks in the Champ de Mars? Is the swrplus
E.mﬂ“cb of the olive and the vine worse employed in the

agal mustenance of ersoms, whom the ficticns of a pious -
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imagination raise to dignity by construing in the serviee of
Grod, than in pampering the innumerable multitude of those
who.are degraded by being made useless domestics, subser-
vient to the pride of man? Aro the decorations of temples
an expenditure less worthy a wise man, than ribhong, and
Inees, and national cockades, and petit maisons, aud petit
soupers, and all the innumerable fopperics and follies, in
which opulence sports away the burthen of its supertluity ?

We tolernte even these not fromn love of them, but for
fear of worse. We tolerate them, beeause property and
liberty, to a degree, reguire that toleration.  But why pro.
seribe the other, and surely, in every point of view, the more
laudable use of estates? Wiy, through the violation of all
property, through an outrage upon every principle of liberty,
foreibly earry thew from the better to the worse ?

This eomparison between the new individuals and the old
corps is muule upon a supposition thal no reforn could be
made in the latier. But, in a question of relormation, I
always consider corporate bodies, whether sole or consisting
of muny, to be mueh more suseoptible of a public dircetion
By the power of the state, in the use of their property, and
in the regulution of modes and habits of lile 1In their mem-
bers, than private citizens ever can be, or perhaps ought 1o
be: and tlus seems to me a very material consideration for
those who undertake anything whieh merits the name of a
politic enterprise.—3o far as to the estates of monasteries.

With rogard to the estates possessed by Dishops and
egnons, and commendatory abbots, 1 cannot find out for what
reasen sowme landed estates may not be held otherwise than
by inheritanee. Can any philosophic spoiler undertake to
demonstrate the positive or the comparative cvil of baving
& certain, and that too a large, portion of landed property,
passing in succcssion through persons whose title to it is, al
ways*in theory, and often in fact, an eminent degree of piety,
morals, and learning ; a property, which, by its destination,
in their turn, and on the score of merit, gives to the noblest
families renovation and support, to the lowest the racaus of
dignity and elevation; a property, the tenure of which ia
the performance of some duty, {(whatever value you may
choose to set upon that duty,) and the claracter of whose
proprietors demands, at least, an exterior decorum, and gra.

Yo, M. ir
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.vity of manners; who are to exercise a generous bt teme
perate hospitality ; part of whose income they are to cons
sider as a trust for charity ; and who, even when they fail
in their trust, when they slide from their character, and de-
generate into a mere common secular nobleman or gentleman,
are in no respect worse than those who may succeed ther
in their forfeited possessions? Is it hetter that cstates
should be held by those who have no duty, than by those
who have one P—by those whose character and destination
point to virtues, than by those who have no rule and direc-
tion in the expenditure of their estates but their own will
snd appetite ? Nor are these estates held altogether in the
character or with the evils supposed inherent in mortmain.
They paep from hand $o hand with a wore rapid cirenlation
than any other. No excess is good ; and therefore too great
a proportion of landed property may be held officially for
life : but it does not seem to me of material injury to any
commonwealth, that there should cxist some estates that
have a chance of being acquired by other means than the
previous acquisition of money.

This letter is grewn to a grent length, though it is indeed
short with regard to the infinite extent of the subject.
Various avocations have from time fo time ealled my mind
from the subject. I was not sorry to give myself leisure to
observe whether, in the proceedings of the National Assem-
bly, I might vot find reasons to change or to qualify some
of my first sentiments. Everything has confirmed me more
strongly in my firet opinions. It was my original purpose
to take a view of the principles of the National Assembly
with regard to the great and fundamental establishments;
and to cempare the whole of what you have substituted in
the place of what you have destroyed, with the several mem.
bers of cur British constitution. But this plan is of a
ﬂeater extent than at first I computed, and 1 find that you

ve little desire to takie the advantage of any examples. At
present I muet content myself with some remarks upon your
establishments ; reserviag for another time what 1 proposed
to say concerning the spirit of our British monarchy, aristo-
cracy, and democracy, as practically they exist.

I have #aken a view of what has been done by the govern.
ing power in France. I have certsinly spoke of it with frea
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dom. Those whose principle it is to despise the ancient,
permanent sense of mankind, and to set up a schewe of so-
ciety on new principles, must naturally expect that such of
us, who think better of the judgment of the human race
than of theirs, should consider both them and their deviees,
as men and schemes upon their trial.  They must take it for
granted that we attend much to their reason, but not at all
to their anthority. They have not one of the great imitu.
encin% prejudices of mankind in their favour. They avow
their hostility to opinion. Of course they must expect no
support from that influence, which, with every other nuthor-
ity, they have deposed from the seat of its jurisdiction.

I can never consider this Assembly as anything else than
a voluntary association of men, who have availed themselves
of circumstancer to seize upon the power of the state. They
have not the sanction and suthority of the character under
which they first met, They have assumed another of o very
different nature; and bave completely altered and invertew
all the relations in which they originally stood. They do
not hold the authority they excrcise under any constitutional
law of the state. They have departed from the instruetions
of the people by whom they were sent; which instructions,
a8 the Assembly did not act in virtue of any ancient usage
or settled law, were the sole ponrce of their authority. The
most coneiderable of their acts have not been done by great
majorities ; and in this sort of ncar divisions, which carry
only the constructive authority of the whole, strangers will
consider reasons as well as resclutious.

If they had eet up this new, experimental government, as
& necessary substitute for an expelled tyranny, mankind
would anticipate the time of preseription, which, through
long usage, mellows into legality povernments that were
wiolent in their commencement. All those who have aflec-
tions which lead them to the conservation of civil order
would recognise, even i its cradle, the child as legitimate,
which has been produeed from those principles of cogent
expediency to wheeh all just govermments owe their birth,
and on which they justify their eontinuance. But they will
be late and reluctant in giving sny sort of countenance to
the operations of a power, which has derived its birth from
no law and o necessity ; but which on the contrary has had

ir2
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*ytg origin in those vices and sinister praciices by which the
social union is often disturbed and sometimes destroyed.
This Assembly has hardly a year’s preseription. We have
their own word for it that they have made a revolution. To
mske a revolution is a mensure which, prima fronte, requires
an apology. To make a revolution is to subvert the ancient
state of our country; and no eommon reasons are ealled for
to justify so violent a procceding. The sense of mankind
authorizes us to examine into the mode of segniring new

ower, and to eriticise on the use that is made of it, with
e9s awe and reverence than that which is usually coneceded
to a seftled and recognised aunthority.

In obtaining and sceuring their power, the Assembly pro-
ceeds upon prineiples the most opposite to those which appear
to direct them in the use of 1t. An observation on this
difference will let us into the true spirit of their conduet.
Everything which they have doue, or eontinue to do, in
order to obtain and keep their power, is by the most common
arts. They proeeed exactly as their ancestors of ambition
have done before them—Trace them througl all their arti-
fices, frauds, and vielenees, you can find nothing at oll that
is new. They follow precedents and cxamples with the
punctilicue exaciness of a pleader. They never depart an
1ota from the authentie formulas of tyranny and usurpation.
Bat in all the regulations relative to the public good, the
apirit hos been the very reverse of this. There they commit
the whole to the merey of untried specnlafions; they
sbandon the dearest intercats of the public to those loose
theories, to which none of them would choose to trust the
plightest of his private concerns.  They make this difference,
because in their desire of obtaining and sccuring power
they are thoroughly in earnest; there they travel in the
beaten road. The public intercsts, beenuse about them they
have no real solicitude, they sbandon wholly to chance: I
say to chance, because their schemes have nothing in expe.
vience to prove their fendeney beneficial,

‘We must always see with a pity not unmised with respect,
the errors of those who are timid and doubtful of themselven
with regard to points whercin the happiness of mankind is
concerned. Baut in these gentlemen there is nothing of the
tender, parental solicitude, which fears to eut up the infant
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for the sake of an experiment. TIn the vastness of their-
romised, and the confidence of their predictions, they fur
outdo all the boasting of empirics. The arrogance of their
pretensions, in a manner provokes and challenges ns to an
mguiry into their foundation.
am convineed that there are men of eonsiderable parta
samong the popular Jeaders in the Nutional Assembly. SBome
of them display cloguence in their speeches and their writ-
togs,  This caonnot be without powerful and cultivated
talents. But clegquenee may exist without a proportionable
degree of wisdom. When I speale of ability, I am ebliged
to distinguish, What they have done towards the support
of their syatem bespeaks 10 ordinaey men. In the systemn
itself, taken as the scheme of a republic constructed for pro-
curibg the prosperiby and security of the eilizen, and for
promoting the strenzgil and gratdenr of the state, 1 coufess
myself unable to tind oul auything which displays, in a sin-
gle instance, the work of a compeelbensive and disposing
mind, or even the provisions of a vulgar prudence, Their
purpose everywhere seems to have been to evade and slip
aside from diffenléy.  This it Tias been the glory of the great
masters in all the arts to eoufront, and to overcoine; and
when they had overcorae the first ditficulty, to turn it into
an instrament for new conguests over new difiendties ; thus
to enahle them to extend the empive of their science; and
even to push forward, bevoid the rench of their original
thoughts, the land-marks of the huinan understanding itself.
Difficulty is a severe instructor, set over us by the su{reme
ordinance of a parental Guardian aud Legislator, wlio knows
ns better than we kpnow ourselves, as he loves us better too.
Pater ipse colendi haud fuacilem esse viam wvoluit.  He that
wrestles with us strengthens our nerves, and sharpens our
ekill. Our antagonist is our helper,  Fhis amicalle eonflict
with difficulty obliges us te an intimate seguaintance with
our object, and compels us to consider it in all its relations.
It will not suffer us to be superticial. It is the want of
nerves of understanding for such a task, it is the degenerata
fonduess for tricking short-cnts, and little fallacious facilia
ties, that has in so many parts of the world e¢reated govern-
ments with arbitrary powers. They have created the late
srbitrary monarchy of Franee. They have created the arbi-
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- trary republic of Paris. With them defects in wisdom are
to be supplied by the plenitude of force. They get nothing
by it. gommencing their Inbours on a frinciple of sloth,
they have the common fortune of slothful men. The difh-
culties, which they rather had cluded than escaped, meet
them again in their course; they multiply and thicken on
them ; they are involved, through a labyrinth of confused
detail, in an industry without limit, and without direction ;
and, in conelusion, the whole of their work becomes feeble,
vieious, and insecure.

It is this inability to wrestle with difficulty which has
obliged the arbitrary Assembly of France to commence their
achemes of reform with abolition and total destruetion.}
But is it in destroying and pulling down that skill is dis.
played ¥ Your mob can do this ns well at least as your ss-
semblies. The shallowest understanding, the rudest hand,
is more than equal to that task. Rage aud phrensy will pull
down more in half an hour, than prudence, Seliber:xtion, and
foresight can buaild wp in a hundred years. The errors
and defects of old establishments are visible and palpable.
It caolls for litéle ability to point them ouf; and where ab-
solute power is given, it requires but a word wholly to
abolish the vice and the establishment together. The same
lazy but restless disposition, which loves sloth and hates quiet,
directs the politicians, when they come to work for supply-
ing the place of what they have destroyed. To make every-
thing the reverse of whai they have seen is quite na easy as
to destroy. No difficulties oceur in what has never been
tried. Criticisin is nimost baffled in discovering the defects
of what has not existed ; and eager enthesiasm and cheating

1 A leading member of the Assembly, M. Rubaud de 5t, Elienne, hag
expressed the principle of all their proceedings as cleatly ns possible—
Nothing can be more simple :—* Tous les élablissernens en France cow-
ronnént lp malheur du peuple @ pour lo rendre hewreux il fout le rénouves
ler; changer ses idées; changer ses loix ; changer ses meurs; .....
thanger lex hommes ; changer les ch i changer les mots . .. . tout db-
truire ; oui, fout détruire; puisque tout est & recréer.””  This gentleman
wae chosen president in an assembly not sitting at the Quinze-vingt, or
the Petits Maisens ; and composed of persans gving themselves out to be
rational beings ; but neither his ideas, langnage, or conduct, differ in the
smaullest legree from 1he discourses, opinions, and actions of those within
and without the Assembly, whe direct the operations of the machine now
at work in France, .
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Lope have all the wide field of imagination, in which they
may expatiate with little or no opposition.

At once to preserve and to reform is quite another thing.
‘When the useful parts of an old establishment are kept, and
what is superndded is to be fitfed to what is retwmned, a
vigorous mind, steady, persevering attention, various powers
of comparison and combination, and the resources of an un-
derstending fruitful ie expedients, are to be exercised ; they
are to be exercised in a continued conflict with the combined
foree of opposite vices, with the obstinacy that rejects all
improvement, aud the levity that is fatipred and disgusted
with everything of which it is in possession. But you may
ubject—"* A process of this kind is slow. It is not fit foran
nssembly, which glorics in performing in a few months the
work of nges. Sueb a mode of reforming, possibly, might
take up many years.”” ‘Without question 1t might; and it
ought. 1t is one of the excellencics of a method in which

 Lime is amongst the assiztants, that its operation is slow,
and in some cases almost imperceptible. It circumspection
and caution are a part of wisdom, when we work only upon
inanimate matter, surely they become o part of dutby too,
when the subject of our demolition and construction is not
brick and timber, but sentient beings, by the sudden altera-
tion of whose state, condition, and habits, multitudes may be
rendered miserable. But it seems as if’ it were the preva.
lent opinion in Pnris, that an unfecling heart, and an un.
doubting confidenee, are the sole qualifications for a perfect
legislator. Far different are ry ideas of that high office.
The true lawgiver ought to have a heart full of sensibility.
He ought to love and respect his kind, and to fear himself.
It may be ellowed to hiz temperament to calich bis ultimate
object with an intuitive glance ; but us movements towards
it aught to be deliberate.  Political arrangement, as it is a
work for social ends, is to be only wrought by social means.
There mind must conspire with mind. Time is required to
produce that union of minds which alone can produce all the
good we aim at.  Our patience will achicve more than our
force. If T might venture to appeal to what is s0 much out
of fashion in Paris, I mean to experience, I should tell you,
that in my course I have known, and, according to my mea-
sure, have co-operated with great men; and I have never yet
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seent any plan which has not been mended by the observa.
"tions of those who were much inferior in understanding to
the person who took the lead in the business. By a wow
bui well-sustained progress, the effect of each step is watch-
ed ; the good or il success of the first gives light to us in the
second ; and so, from light to light, we are conducted witk
salety through the whole series. 'We see that the parts or
the system do not elash.  The evils latent in the most pro-
mising conirivances arc provided for ns they arise.  One ad-
vantage is as little as possible sacrificed to ancther. We
compensate, we reconcile, we balance. We are enabled to
unite inte u consistent whole the vartous anomalies and con-
tending principles that are found in the minds and affairs of
men.  lfrom hence arises, not an excellence in simplicity, but
one far superior, an cxeellence in composition. Where the
great interests of mankind are concerned through 2 long sue-
cession of generations, that succession ought to be admitted
into some share i the councils which are so deeply to affect
them. If justice requirces this, the work itself requires the aid
of more winds than one sge can furnish. It is from this view
of things that the best legislators have been often satisfied
with the cstablishment of some sure, solid, and ruling princi-
ple in government ; a pewer lile that which some of the phis
Josophers have called a plastie nature; and having fixed the
principle, they bave left it afterwards to its own operation.
To proceed in this manner, that ig, to procced with a pre.
siding principle, and g prolific cnergy, is with me the eriterion
of profound wisdom. What your politicians think the marks
of a bold, hardy genius, are only proofs of a deplorable
want of ability., By their violent haste and their defiance
of the process of nature, they are delivered over blindly to
every projector and adventurer, to every alehymist and em-
piric. They despair of turning to account anything that is
common, Diet 15 nothing in their system of remedy. The
worst of it 1s, that this their despair of curing common dis-
tempers by regular methods, urises not only from defect of
comprehension, but, I fear, from some malignity of disposi-
tion. Your legialators seem to have taken their opinions of
all professions, ranks. and offices, from the declamations and
buftovneries of asatirists; who would themselves be aston-
ished it they were held to the letter of their own descripe
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tions. By listening only to these, your leaders regard all
things only on the side of their viees and faults, and view
those vices and faults under every colour of exsgreration.
Tt is undoubtedly true, though it may seemn paradoxical ; but
in general, those who nre habitually employed in finding and
displaying faults, are unqualified for the work of reforma-
tion: because the'r minds are not only unfurnished with
patterns of the fair and good, but by habit they come to take
no delight in the contemplation of those things. By hating
vices too much, they come to love men too litile. It i there-
fore not wondertul, that they should be indisposed and un-
able to serve them. Trom hence arises the complexicnal
disposition of sume of yoeur puides to pull everything in
pieces, At this malicious game they display the whole of
their gradrimanous activily., As to the rest, the paradozes
of elognent writers, brought forth purely rs a sport of faney,
to try thuir taleuts, fo rouse attention and exeite surprise,
pre tzken up by these gentlemen, not in the apirit of ihe
original authors, as meaus of cultivating their taste and im-
proving their style. These paradoxzes become with them
perious grounds of wetion, upon which they proeeed in regu-
lating the most important coneerns of the state. Clecro In-
dicrously describes Cato as endeavouring to act, in the com-
monwealth, upon the school paradoxes, which exercised the
wits of the junior students in the Stoic philosophy. If this
was trne of Calo, these gentlemen copy after him in the
manner of some persons who lived about his time—pede nudo
Catonew.  DMr. llume told me that he had from Roussean
himsgelf the sceret of his principles of composition. That
acute though eccentric observer had poreeived, that to strike
and interest the pulblie, the marvellous must be produced ;
that the marvellous of the heathen mythology had long since
lost its effiets ; that giauts, magicians, thiries, and heroes of
romance which sueeceded, had eshausted the portion of
eredulity which Lelonged to their age; that now nothing
was lett to the writer but that species of the marvellous
which might still be produced, and with as great an effect
as ever, though in another way; that is, the marvellows in
life, in manners, in characters, and in extraordinary gitu-
ations, givingr rise to now and unluoked-for strokes in poii
tice and morals. I believe, that were Rousseau alive, and in
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oné of his lucid intervalg, he would be shocked at the practis
ecal phrensy of his scholars, who in their paradozes are ser-
vile imitators, and even in their incredubity diseover an
imphcit fuith.

en who undertake considerable things, even in a vegular
way, ought to give us ground fo presume ability. But the
physician of the state, who, not satisfied with the cure of dis-
tempers, undertakes to regenerate comstitutiens, ought to
show uncotnmon powers. Some very uwnusual appesrances
of wisdom ought to display themselves on the face of the
designs of those, who appeal to no practice, and whe copy
after no model. Has any such been manifested? T shall
take s view (it shall for the subject be a very short one) of
what the Assembly has done, with regard, first, to the con-
stitution: of the legislature; m the next place, to that of the
exccutive power; then to that of the judicature ; afterwards
to the model of the army; and conclude with the system of
finance ; to sce whether we can discover in any part of
their schemes the portentous ability, which may justity these
bold undertakers in the superiority which they assume over
mankind.

It is in the model of the sovereign and presiding part of
this new republic, that we should expect their grand display,
Here they were to prove their title to their proud demands,
For the plan itselt ut large, and for the reasons ou which it
is grounded, I refer to the journals of the Assembly of the
29th of September, 1789, and to the subsequent proceedings
which have made any alterations in the plun. 8o far asin'a
matter somewhat confused I can see hight, the system re-
mpins substantially as it has been originally framed. My
few remarks will be such as regard its spirit, its tendency,
and ity fitness for framing a pepular commonwealth, which
they profess theirs to be, suited to the ends for whieh any
commonwealth, and particularly such a commonwealih, ia
made. At the same time, I mean to consider ita consistency
with itself and ita own principles.

Old establishments are tried by their effects. If the peo-
ple are happy, united, wealthy, and powerful, we presume
the rest. e conclude that to be good from wheree good
is derived. In old establishments various correctives have
been found for their aberrations from theory. Indeed they
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are the results of various necessities and expediences. They.
are not often constructed after any theory; theories are
rather drawn from them. In them we often see the end
best obtained, where the means secem not perfectly recon-
cilable to what we may fancy was the original schemne. The
menans taught by experienes may be better suited to politicat
ends than thosc contrived in the original project. They
again react upon the primitive constibution, and sometimes
improve the design itself, from which they seem to have de-
parted. I think all this might be euriously exemplified in
the British Constitution. At worst, the errors and devia-
tions of every kind in reckouing are found and computed,
and the ship proceeds in her course.  This is the case of old
establishments ; but in a new and merely theoretic system,
it is expected that every contrivance shall appear, on the face
of it, to answer its ends ; especially where the projectors are
ne way embarrassed with an endeavour te accommodate the
-new building to an old one, either in the walls or on the
foundations,

The French builders, clearing away as mere rubbish what-
ever they found, and, like their ornamental gardeners, form.
ing everything into an exact level, propose to rest the whole
loeal and gencral legislature on three bases of three different
kinds; one geometrical, one arithmetieal, and the third
financial ; the first of which they call the basis of territory ;
the second, the basis of population ; and the third, the basiz
of contribution. For the accomplishinent of the first of theso
purposes, they divide the area of their country into eighty-
three pieces, regularly square, of cighteen leagues by eighteen,
These large divisions are called Depertments, These they

ortion, proceeding by square measurement, into seventeen

undred and twenty distriets, ealled Communes. These again
they subdivide, still procceding by square measurement, into
smaller districts called Cantonre, making in all 6400.

At first view this geometrical basis of theirs presents not
much to admire or to blame. 1t calls for no grent legislative
tnlents. Nothing more than an aceurate land surveyor, with
his chain, sight, and theodolite, is requisite for such a plan
a8 this. In the old divisions of the country, various aeti-
dents at various times, and the ebb and flow of various pro-
perties and jurisdictions, settled their bounds These bounds
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,were..- not made upon any fixed system undoubtedly. They
were subject to some meonveniencea: but they were incon-
venicnees for whicn wse had found remedies, and habit had
supplied accommodation and patience. In this new pave-
ment of squave within square, and this organization, and
semi-organization, made en the system of Empedocles and
Buffon, and not upon any politic principle, it 18 impossible
that innumerable Joeal inconveniences, to which men are not
habitnated, must not arise,  But these T pass over, because
it requires au accurate knowledge of the country, which I do
not possess, Lo speeify them.

hen these state surveyors came to lake a view of their
work of measurement, they soon found, that in politics the
most fallacious of all things was geometrical demonstration.
They had then recourse to another basis {or rather buttresy)
to support the building, which tottered on that false found-
ation. It was cvident, that the gooduess of the soil, the
number of the people, their wealth, and the largeness of
their contribution, made sach infinite variations between
square and square, 23 to render mensuration a ridiculous
standard of power in the eomivonwealth, and equality in
geometry the most uncqual of all measures in the distribution
of men.  Jlowever, they could not give it up.  But dividing
their political and civil representation inte three parts, they
allotted one of those parts to the square measurement, with-
out a single fact or ealeulation to ascertain whether this ter-
ritorial proportion of representation was fairly assigned, and
ought upon any principle really to be a third. 1iaving how-
ever piven to geometry this portion (of a third for her
dower) out of compliment, I suppose, to that sublime sci-
ence, they left the other two to be seuflled for between the
other parts, population and contribution,

When they eame to provide for population, they were not
able te procecd quite so smoothly as they had doue in the
field of their geometry. Here their arithietic came to bear
upon their juridical metaphysics. Had they stuck to their
metaphysic rinciples, the arithmetical process would be
simple mdeetl. Men, with them, are strictly equal, and are
entitled to egual rights in their own government. Eack
bead, on this system, would have its vote, and every man
would vote directly for the person who was to represent hir,
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in the legislature. * But soft—by regular degrees, not. yet,™
This metaphysic priuciple, to which law, custom, usage, poliey,
reason, were to yield, is to yield itself to their pleasure.
There must be many degrees, and some stages, before the
representative ean come I eontaet with his constituent.
Indeed, as we shall soon see, these two persons are to have
1o sort of conmnmunion with each other.  First, the voters in
the Canfon, who composo what they eall primary assemblies,
are to have a qualification. What! a gqualification on the
indefeasible rights of men? Yes; but it shall be a very
small qualification.  Qur injustice shall be very little oppres-
sive; only the loeal valuation of three duys’ labour paid to
the public. Why, this is not much, 1 readily admit, for any-
thing but the utter subversion of your cqualising prineiple.
As o qualifieation it might as well be let alone; for it
answera no oue purpese lor which gualifications are estab-
lished; and, en your ideas, it excludes from a vote the

,man of all otiers whose natural eguality stands the most in
meed of protection and defence: b omean the man who has
nothing else but his natural equality to guard him. Yeu
order him to buy the right, which you before told Lim nature
bad given to him gratwitously at his birth, and of which no
authority on earth could lawiully deprive lmn With regard
to the person who cannot come ujs to your market, a tyrannous
aristocracy, as against him, is established at the very outset,
by you who pretend to be its sworn foe.

The gradation proceeds.  These primary asseinblies of the
Cunfon clect deputics to the Commune; one for every two
hundred qualified inhabitants. 1fere is “the fiest mediuim pit
between the primary elector and the representative legislutor ;
and here a new turnpike is fixed for taxing the zlrrhl-s of men
with a sccond qualitication : for none can be eleeted futo the
Commune who 30&5 not pay the amount of ten days’ Jubour,
Nor have we yet done.  There is still to be another grada.
tion.! These Communes, chosen by the Canier, choose to the

1 The Assembly, in executing the plan of their committee, made some
alterutions. They have struck out one stage in these gradutivas; this re-
moves a part of the ohjection ; but the main objection, twmely, that in theie
echeme the first constituent voter has no vonnexion with the representative
legislator, remains i ail its force. There are other alterations, some poe=
mbly lor the better, some certainly for the worse; but i the author S
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Depurtment; and the deputics of the Deparinent chooss
their deputies to the Nutional Assembly, Here is a third
barrier of a senseless qualification. Every deputy to the
National Assembly must pay, in direct contribution, to the
value of a mark of silver.” Of all these qualifying barriera
we must think alike; that they are impotent to secure inde.

ndence ; strong only to destroy the rights of men.

In all this process, which in its fundamental elements af-
fects to consider only papulation upon a principle of natural
right, there is & manifest attention to properfy ; which, how-
ever just and reasonable on other schemes, is on theirs per-
fectly unsuppoertable.

hen they come to their third basis, that of Confrilution,
wefind that they have morecompletely lost sight of their rights
of men. This last basis rests entirely on property. A prin-
ciple totally different from the equality of men, and utterly
irreconci]a,gle to it, i3 thereby admitted; but no seoner 13
this principle sdmitted, than (as usual) it is subrerted ; and
it is not subverted (as we shall presently see) to approximate
the inequality of riches to the level of nature. The additional
share in the third portion of representation (a portion re-
gerved exclusively for the higher contribution) is made to
regard the district ouly, and not the individuals in it who pay.
It is easy to perceive, by the course of their reasonings, Eow
much they were embarrassed by their contradictory ideas of
the rights of men and the privileges of riches. The committee
of constitution do as good asadmit that they are wholly irre-
concilable. “The relation with repard to the contributions,
is without doubt null (say they) when the question is on the
balance of the political righta as between individual and indi.
vidual; without which perconal equality would be destroyed,
sud an aristocracy of the rick would be established. But this
inconvenience entirely disappears when the proportional re-
lation of the contribation 18 only considered in the great
smasses, and is solely between provinece and provinece; it
serves in that case only to form a just reciprocal roportion
between sthe cities, without affecting the personal nghts of
the citizens.”

Here the principle of confribution, as taken between man

merit or demerit of these smaller alterations appenra to be of ne nioment,
whers the scliema iteelf is fundamentally vicicus and absurd.
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and nan, is reprobated as null, and destructive to equality :
and as pernicious too; because it leads to the establishment'
of an aristocracy of the rich. However, it must not be aban-
doned. And the way of pettivz rid of the difficulty is to
establish the inequality 8s between deportment and depart.
ment, leaving all the individuals in each department upon am
exact par. Obeerve, that this parity between individuala
had been before destroyed, when the qualifications within
the departments were scttled; nor docs it secm a matter of
great importance whether the equality of men be injured by
masses or individually.  Awv individual i3 not of the same
importance in n mass represented by a few, as in a mass re-
presented by many. It would be too much to fell 2 man
jenlous of his equaliiy, that the elector has the same fran-
chise who votes for three members as he who votes for ten.

Now take it in the other point of view, and let us sup-
pose their prineiple of representation according to contribu-
tion, that 38, according to riches, to be well imagined, and to

a necessary basis for their republie. In thig their third
bausis they assume, that riches ovught to be respected, and
that justice and policy require that they should entitle men,
in some made or ather, to a larger share in the administras
tion of pubhie affairs; it is now to be seen how the Assembly
provides for the pre-eminence, or cven for the security, of
the rich, by conferring, in virtue of their opulence, that
larger measure of power to their district whicﬁ is denied to
them personally. I rcadily admit (indeed I should lay it
down as a fundamental prineiple) that in a republican govern.
ment, which has a democratic basis, the ric{l do require an
additional security ubeve what s necessary to them in
monarchies, They are subject to envy, and through envy to
oppression. On the present scheme it is impassible to
divine what advantage they derive from the aristocratic pre-
ference npon which the uncqual representation of the masses
is foundes. The rich eannot feel it, either as a support to
digpity, or as security to lortune; for the aristocratic mass
is generated from purely democratic principles; and the
preference given to 1t in the general representation has no
sort of reference to, or conpexion with, the persons, upon
sccount of whose property this superiority of the mass is
established, If the contrivers of this scheme meant any
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sort of favour to the rich, in consequenee of their contribo
*tion, they ought to have conferred the privilege either om
the individual rich, or on sowe class formed of vich persons
(2s historians represent Servius Tullins to have done in the
early constitution of Rome); because the contest between
the rich and the poor is not a strugele between corporation
and corporation, but a contest Letween men aud mewn; o
competition not hetween districts, but between deseriptions,
It would answer its purpoze better it the scheme were in.
verted ; that the votes of the masses were rendered eguel g
and that the votes within each mass were proportioned to
property.

Let ug suppose one man in a district (it 13 an easy sup-
osition) to contribnte as much as an hnnudred of his neigh-
ours. Against theze he has but one vote.  1f there were

but one representative for the mass, his peor neighbours
would ontvote him by an hundred to one for that wingle re.
resentative. Bad enough. Bubt amends are to be made
im. How? The district, in virtue of his wealeh, s to
choose, say ten members instend of one; that is to say, by
aying a very large contribution he has the happiness of
etng ontvoted, an hundred to one, by the poor, for ten re-
presentd,tlveq instead of Leing outvoted cxact Iy in the same
pt'oportlon for a single member.  In trath, instond of bene-
fiting by this superior quantity of representation, the rieh
man is subjected to an additional harlship.  The inerease of
representation within his provinee sets up nine persons mare,
and as wuny mere than nine as there may be demoeratic
candidates, to cabal and iutrigue, and to flatter the people
at hia espense and to e oppression, An interest is hy
thiz meons held out to multitudes of the inferior sort, in
obtaining a salary of eighteen lvres a day, (to them a vast
object,) besides the pleasure of a residence in Paris, and
their share in the government of the kingdom. The more
the objects of ambition ave multiplied and become demoeratie,
just in that prepartion the rich are endangered.

Thus it must fare between the poor and the rich in the
rovince deemed aristocratic, which in its internal relation

18 the very reverse of that charaeter. In it external rela-
tion, that 1y, its relation to the other provinces, I canpot aee
how the uneanal representation, which is given to masses i
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acontnt® of wealth, becomes the means of preserving the.
equipoise and the tranquillity of the commonwealth. For if
it be one of the objects to secure the weak from bein,
crushed by the strong, (as in all society undoubtedly it is,
how are the smaller and poorer of these masses to be asved
from the tyranny of the more wealthy # Is it by adding te
the wealthy further and more systematica. means of oppress-
ing themf Whoen we come to a balance of representation
between corporate bodies, provineial interests, emulaiiona,
and jealousies are full as ]iikely to arise among them as
among individuals; and their divisions are likely to produoce a
much hotter spirit of dissension, and semething leading much
more nearly to a war.

I see that these aristoeratic massce are made upon what is
called the principle of direci contribution. Nothing con bea
more unequal standard than this, The indirect contribution,
that which arires from duties on consumption, is in truth a
better slandard, and follows and discovers wenlth more natur-
#lly than this of direct contribution. It is difficult indeed to
tix o standard of loecal preference on aecount of the one, or of
the other, or of both, because sume provinces may pay the
more of cither or of both, vn account of causes not intrmsie,
but originating from those very districts over whom they have
obtained a prefurence in consequence of their ostensible con.
tribution. 1f the masses were independent, sovereign bodies,
who were to provide for a federative treasury by distinet con-
tingents, and that the revenue bad mot (as it has) many im-
positions running through the whole, which afleet men indi-
vidually, and not corporately, and which, by their nature,
confound all territorial limits, something might be said for
the basis of contribution as founded on masses.  But of all
things, 1his representation, to be measured by contribution,
ig the most dithcult $o settle upon prineiples of eguity ina
country, which considers its districts as membery of a whole.
For a great city, such as Bourdenux, or Paris, appears to pay
a vast body of dutics, almoest out of all assignuble proportion
to other places, and ils mase is considered accordingly. But
are these cities the true contributors in that proportion ?
No. The consumera of the commodities imported into
RBourdeauz, who are scattered through all France, pay the
import duties of Bourdesux. The produce of t! ¢ vintage in_

3a
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Gulenne and Languedoc give to that city the means of ite
" pontribution growing out of an export commerce, The land.
holders who spend their estates in Paris, aud are thereby
the creators of that city, contribute for Paris from the pro-
vinees out of which their revenunes arise. ¥ery nearly the
sawme arguments will apply to the regzesentative share given
on account of direct contribution: because the direct con-
tribution must be assessed on wealth real or presumed ; and
that local wealth will itself arise from causes not local, and
which thereforc in equity ought not to produce a loeal pre-
ference.

1t is very remarkable, that in this fundamental regulation,
which settles the representtaion of the mass upon the direct
contribution, they have not yet settled how that direct contris
bution shall be laid, and how apportioned, Perhaps there is
gome latent policy towards the continuance of the present
Asmsembly In this strange procedure. However, until they
do this, they ean have no certain constitution. It must de-
pend at last upon the system of taxation, and must vary with
every variation in that system. As they have contrived
maflers, their taxation does not se much depend on their
constitution, as their constitution on their taxation. Thia
must introduce great confusion among the masses; as the
variable qualification for votes within the district wnuat, if
ever resl contested elections take place, cause infinite inter.
nal controversies.

To compare together the three bases, not on their politieal
reason, but on the ideas om which the A ssembl;.r worhs, and
to try its consistency with itself, we cannot aveid observing,
that the priveiple which the committee call the basis of
population, does not begin to operate from the same point
with the two other principles called the bases of territory
and of eontribution, which are both of an aristocratic nature.
The consequence is, that, where all three begin to operate
together, there is the most gbsurd inequality produced by
the operation of the former on the two latter principlea.
Every canton contains four squsre leagues, and is estimated
to confain, on the average, 4000 inhabitants, or 680 voters
in the primary assemblies, which vary in numbera with the
population of the canton, and send one deputy to the coma
wune for every 200 voters. Nine cantons make g commume,
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Now let ua take a canfor containing « sea-por! town of -
frads, or & great manufacturing town. Let us suppose the
population of this canton to be 12,700 inhabitants, or 2193
voters, forming three primary assemblies, and sending ten
deputies to the commune,

Oppose to this ene canton fwe others of the remaining
eight 1n the same commune. These we may suppose to-have
their fair population of 4000 irhabitants and 680 voters
each, or 8000 inhabitants and 1360 voters, both together.
These will form only two primary assemblivs, und send only
siz deputies to the eommune.

When the assembly of the commure comes to vote on the
basis of territory, which principle is first admitted to operate
in. that assembly, the single cunton, which has Aglf the terri.
tory of the other ttoo, will have ten voices 1o six in the eleetion
of three deputies to the assembly of the department, chosen
on the express ground of a representation of territory.
Thia inequality, striking us it is, will be yet highly aggravated,
if we suppose, as we fairly may, the several other cantons of
the commune to fall proportionably short of the average
population, a8 much as the principal canton exceeds i,

ow a8 to the basis of contribution, which also is a prin.
ciple admitted first to operate in the assembly of the com-
mune, Let us again take one canton, auch as is stuted above,
1f the whole of the direet contributions paid by a great
trading or manufscturing town be divided equally among the
inhabitanta, each individual will be found %o pay much more
than an individaal living in the country according to the
same average. The whole paid by the inhabitants of the
former will be more than the whole paid by the inhabitants
of the latter—we may fairly assume one-third more. Then
the 12,700 inhabitants, or 2193 voters of the cauton, will
pay as much as 19,050 juhabitants, or 3289 voters of the
other cantons, which are nearly the estimated praportion of
inhabitants and voters of five other cantons. Now the 2193
voters will, as I before said, send only fen deputies to the
assembly ; the 3289 voters will send sixteen. Thus, for an
rgual share in the contribution of the whole commune, there
will be & difference of sixteen voices to ten in voting for de-
putiea to be chosen on the principle of representing the ge.
tieral contribution of the wEole commune,

262
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By the same mode of conputation we shall find 15878
mhabitants, or 2741 voters of the nther cantons, who pay one-
pxeh LESS to the contribution of the whole commune, will
bave three voices MorF than the 12.700 inhabitanta. or 2193
voters of the one canton.

Buch is the fantastical and unjust inequality between mass
and mass, in this curious repartition of the rights of repre-
sentation arising out of ferritory and rontribution. The quali-
fications which these confer are in truth negotive gqualis
fications, that give a right in an inverse proportion ta the
possession of them.

In this whole contrivance of the three bases, consider it
m any light you please, I dn not see a variety of objects res
conciled in one consistent whole, it several contradictory
principles reluctantly and irreconcilably brought and held
together by your philosophers, like wild beasts shut up
in a cage, to claw and bite each other to their mutunl des
struction. .

T am afraid T have gone too far into their way of consider.
ing the formation of a copstitution. They have much, but
bad, metaphysics; much, but bad, geomeiry; muel, but
false, proportionate arithmetie : but if 1t were all as exact as
metaphysics, geometry, and arithmetic ought to be, and if
their schemes were perfectly consistent in ull their parts, it
would make only a more fair and sightly vision, It is re-
markable, that, in a great arrangement of mankind, not cne
reference whatsoever ia to be found to anythmg meorsl op
anything pelitic; nothing that relates to the concerns, the
actions, the passions, the interests of men. Hominem nos
saptunt.

ou see 1 only consider this constitution as electoral, and
leading by steps to the National Assembly. I do not enter
into the mternal government of the departments, and {heir
genealogy through the communes and cantons.  These loeal
governments are, in the original plan, to be as nearly 28 pos-
sible composed in the same manner and on the same prin.
ciples Witﬁ the elective agsemblies. They are each of them
bodies perfectly compact an ! rounded in themeelves.

You cannot but perceive in this scheme, that it has a
direct and immediate tendency to sever France into a vanet
of republics, and to render them totally independent of mc;
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sbther without any direct constitutionsl means of coheronce,
vonnesion, or subordination, except what may be derived
from their acquiescence in the determinations of the general
rongress of the ambassadors from each independent republie.
Buch in reality in the National Assembly, and such govern-
ments I admit do exist in the world, though in forms in-
finitely more suitable to the local and habitual circumatances
of their people. But such associations, rather than bodies
politic, have generally been the effect of necessity, not choice ;
and I believe the present French power is the very firat
body of citizens, who, having obtained full authority to do
with their country what they pleased, have chosen to dissever
it in this barbarous manner.

It is impossible not to observe, that, in the epirit of this
geometrical distribution, and arithmetical arrangement, these
pretended ecitizens treat France exactly like a country of
conquest. Acting as conquerors, they have imitated the

. Eolicy of the harshest of that harsh race. The policy of such

arbarous victors, who contemn a subdued people, and insu.

their feelings, has ever been, as much 2s in them lay, &
destroy all vestiges of the ancient country, in religion, in
polity, in laws, and in manuers ; to confound all territorial
Limits; to produce s general poverty ; to put up their pro-
perties to auction; to erush their princes, nobles, and pontiffs ;
i0 loy low everything which had lifted ita head above the
tevel, or which could serve to combine or rally, in their dis-
tresses, the disbanded people, under the standard of old
opinion. They have made France free in the maaner in
which those sincere friends to the rights of mankind, the
Romans, freed Grecce, Macedon, and other nations. They
destrayed the bonds of their union, under colour of providing
for the independence of each of their cities,

When the members who compose these new bodies of
cantons, communes, and departments, arrangements pur-
poeely produced through the medium of confusion, begin to
act, they will find themselves in a grest measure strangers
to one another. The electors and elected throughout, eape-
elally in the rural canfors, will be frequently without any
eivil habitades or connexions, or any of that natural discipline
which is the soul of a true republic. Magistrates and col-
lostors of revenue are now no longer acquainted with their
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,distl"icts, bishopa with their dioceses, or curstes with their
parishes. These new colonies of the rights of men beara -
atrong resemblance to that sort of military eclonies which
Tacitus has observed upon in the declining policy of Rome.
In better and wiser days (whatever course they took with
foreign nations) they were careful to make the elements of
nethpdical suberdination and settlement to be coeval; and
even to lay the foundations of eivil discipline in the military.!
But, when all the good arts had fallen into ruin, they pro-
coeded, as your Assembly does, upun the eq_uulity of men,
snd with s little judgment, and as little care for those things
which make a republic tolerable or durable. But in this, as
well a8 almost every instanee, your new commonwealth is
born, and bred, and fed, in those corruptions which mark
degenerated and worn-out republics. Your child comes
into the world with the symptoms of death; the fueies Hip-
pocratica forms the character of its physiognomy, and the
prognostic of its fate.

he legislators who framed the ancient republics knew
that their business was too arduous to be accomplished with
no better apparatus than the metaphysies of an under-
graduate, and the mathematics and arithmetic of an excise-
man, They had to do with men, and they were obliged to
atudy human nature. They bad to do with citizens, and
they were obliged to study the effects of those habits which
are communicated by the circumstances of civil life. They
were sensible that the operation of this second nature on the
first produced a new combination; and thence arose many
diversities amongst men, according to their birth, their edun-
cation, their professions, the periods of their lives, their
residence in towns or in the country, their several ways of
ecquiring and of fixing fHmpc*rt‘. » and neeovding to the quality
of the property itself, all whic[: rendered them as it were so
many difierent species of animals. From hence they thought

! Non, ut olim, universe lsgiones deducchantur cum tribunis, et cen»
turionibns, et sui cujusque ordiois militibus, ut consensu et caritate
rempublicam afficeront; sed ignoti inter se, diversis manipulis, aine
rectore, sine affectibus mutuis, guasi ex alio genere mortalium, ropente ia
anum ¢ollecti, humerus magis guam celonia.  ‘Lac, Annal. 1. 14, seet. 27.
All this will bs still more applicable to the unconnected, rotatory, biene
nis! national aggemblies. in this absurd and senaeicss constitution.
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themselves obliged to dispose their citizens intc such classes,,
and to place them in such situations in the state, as their
peculiar habita might' qua.lify them to fill, and to allot to
them such appropriated privileges as might secure to them
what their spocifie oceasions required, and which might furn-
ieh to each description such force as might protect 1t in the
conflict caused by the diverasity of interests, that must exist,
and must conteud, in all eomplex society : for the legislator
would have been ashamed, that the coarse husbandman
should well know how to assort and to use his rheep, horses,
and oxen, and should have enough of common sense, not to
abstract and equalize them all mto animals, witheut pro-
viding for each kind an appropriate food, care, and employ-
ment ; whilst he, the economist, disposer, and shepherd of
his own kindred, subliming himself inte an airy metaphy-
sician, wag resolved to kuow nothing of his flocke but as men
in general. It is tor this reason that Montesguieu observed
wvery justly, that in their classifieation of the citizens, the
great legislators of antiquity made the greatest display of
their powers, and even soared above themselves. It 13 here
that your modern legislators have gone deep into the nega-
tive series, and sunk even below their own nothing. As the
first sort of legislators attended to the different kinds of eiti-
zens, and combined them into one commonwenith, the others,
the metaphysical and alchemistical legislators, have taken the
direet contrary course. They have attempted to confoung
all sorts of citizens, az well as they could, inte one homo-
geneous mass; aud then they divided this their amaigama
mtbo a number of incoherent republies.  They reduce men to
loose counters, mercly for the sake of simple telling, and not
to figures whose power is $o arise from their place in the
table. The elements of their own metaphysics might have
tought them better lessons. The trolt of their eategorieal
table might have informed them that there was something
else in the intelleetunl world besides subetance and guantity.
They might learn from the catechism of metaphysics that
there were eight heads more,} in every complex deliberation,
‘which they have never thought of’; though these. of ail the
ten, are ihe subjects on which the skill of mun can operate
anvthing at alL
v Qualitss, Relatio, Actio, 1*assio, Thi, Quando, Silus, Habitam
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Ho far from this able disposition of some of the old repub-
" Hean legislators, which follows with a sclicitous aecuracy the
moral conditicns and propensities of men, they have levelled
end crushed together all the orders which they found, even
under the coarse unartificial arrangement of the monarchy,
in which mode of government the classing of the citizens is
not of 8o much importance as in n republic. 1% is true, how-
ever, that every such classification, if properly ordered, is
Eood in all forms of government; and composea a strong
arrier against the excesses of despotism, as well as it is the
necessary means of giving effect und permanence to a repub-
lic. For want of something of this kiund, it the present pro-
ject of a republic should fail, all securities to a moderated
freedom fail along with it; all the indirect restraints which
mitigate despotism are removed; insomuch that if monarchy
should ever again obtain an entire ascendency in Framce,
under this or under any other dynasty, it will probably be,
i not voluntarily tempered, at setting out, by the wise and
virtuous counsels of the prince, the most completely arbi-
trary power that has ever appearcd on earth. This is to
play a most desperate game.

The confusion which attends on all snch procecdings, they
even declare to be one of their objects, and they hope to se-
cure their constitution by a terror of a return of those evils
which attended their making it. * By this,” say they, “its
destruction will become difficult to authority, which cannot
break it up without the entire disorganization of the whole.
state.” They presume, that if this authority should ever
come to the same degree of power that they have acquired,
it would make & more moderate and chastised use of 1t, and
would piously tremble entirely to disorganize the state in
the savago manner that they have done. They expect, from
the virfues of returning despotism, the security which is to
be epjoyed by the offspring of their popular vices.

T wish, Sir, that you and my readers would give an atten-
tive perusal to the work of M. de Calonne, on this subject.
It is indeed not only an eloquent, but an able and instructive,
performance. 1 confine myself to what he says relative to
the comstitution of the new state, and to the condition of the
revenae, As to the disputes of this minister with his rivals,
I do not wish to ®ronounce ubon them. As little do 1
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mean to hazard any opinion concerning his ways and medns,
fuancial or political, for taking his country out of its present
disgraceful and deplorable sitnation of servitude, anarchy,
bankruptey, and beggary. 1 cannot speculate quite so sane

inely as he does: but he is a Frenchman, and has a closer
g‘;ty relative to those objects, and better means of judginﬁ
of them, thun I can have, I wish that the fortnal avow
which he refers to, made by one of the principal leaders in
the Ageembly, concerning the tendency of their scheme to
bring France not only from a monarchy to a republic, but
from B republic to a mere confederacy, may be very particu-
larly attended to. It adds new force to iy observations:
and indeed M. de Calonne’s work supplies my deficiencies
by many new and striking arguments on most of the sub-
jects of this letter.?

It is this rescintion, to break their country into separate
republics, which has driven them inte the greatest mumber

f their difficultics and contradictions. 1f it were not for
this, all the questions of exact equality, and these balances,
never to be settled, of individual rights, population, and eon-
tribution, would be wholly useless. The representation,
though derived from ]Elrta, would be a duty which equally
regarded the whole. Each deputy to the Assembly would
be the representative of France, and of all its descriptions,
of the many sud of the few, of the rich and of the poor, of
the great districts and of the small. Al these districts would
themaelves be subordinate to some standing authority, exist-
ing independently of them, an authority in which their re-
presentetion, and everything that belongs to it, originated,
and to which it was pointed. This standing, unalterable,
fundamental government would make, and it is the only
thing which could make, that territory truly and properly a
whole.  'With us, when we elect popular representatives, we
send them to a council, in which each man individually is a
pubject, and submitted to a government complete in all its
ordinary functions. With you the elective Assembly is the
sovereign, and the sole sovereign ; all the members are there.
fore integral parte of this sole sovereignty. DBut with ue it
in totally different, With us the representative, separated
from the other parts, can have no action and n> existence.
' 82 I'Etat de la France, p. 363.



458 BEFLECTIONd ON THY

Thé government is the point of reference of the several mem..
" bers and districts of our representation. This is the centre
of our unity. This government of reference is a trustee for
the whole, and not for the parts. So is the other branch of
our public council, I mean the Heuse of Lords, With us
the king and the lords are several and joint sceurities for the
equality of each distriet, each province, cach city. When
did you hear in Great Britain ofPany province suffering from
the inequality of its representation; what district from
having no representation at all? Not only our monarchy
and cur peerage secure the equali}tiy on which our unity de-
%ends, but it is the spirit of the House of Commons itself.
he very ine?uality of representation, which is so foolishly
eomplained of, is perhaps the very thing which prevents us
from thinking or acting as members for districts, Cornwali
elects as many members as all Scotland. But is Cornwall
better taken care of than Scotland ? Few trouble their heads
about any of your bases, out of some giddy clabs. DMost of
those who wish for any change, upon any plausible grounds,
desire it on different ideas,

Yonr new constitution is the very reverse of ours in its
principle; and I am astonished how any persone eould dream
of holding out anything done in it, as an example for Great
Britain. With you there i1a little, or rather no, connexion
between the last representative and the first constituent.
The member who pgoes to the National Assembly is not
chosen by the people, nor accountable to them. There are
three elections before he is chosen: two sets of magistracy
intervene between him and the primary assembly, so as to
render him, as I have said, an ambassador of a state, and not
the represeniafive of the people within a state. By this the
whole spirit of the election is changed; nor can any correc-
tive, which your constitution.mongers have devised, render
him anything else than what he is. The very attempt to do
it would inevitably introduce a eonfusion, if possiblje, more
horrid than the present. There is no way to meke a con.
nexion hetween the original consiituent and the representa-
tive, but by the circuitous means which may Jead the candi.
date to apply in the first inatance to the primary electors, in
order that by their suthoritative instructions (and something
more perhaps) these primary electors mav force the two sue-
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ceading bodies of electors to make a choice agreesble to their
wishes. But this would plainly subvert the whole scheme. °
It would be to plunge them back into that tumult and con-
fusion of popular eleetion, which, by their interposed grada~
tion of elections, they mean to avoid, and at length to risk
the whole fortune of the state with those who have the least
knowledge of it, and the least interest in jt. This is a per-
petusal dilemma, inte which they are thrown by the vidious,
weak, and contradictory principles they have chosen. Un-
less the people break up and level this gradation, it is plain
that they do not at all substantially elect to the Assembly,
indeed they elect ns little in appearunce as reality.

What is it we all seek for in an election? To answer its
real purposes, you must first possess the means of knowing
the htness of your man; and then you must retain some
hold upon him by personal obligation or dependence, ¥or
what. end are these primary electors compFimented, or ra-
ther mocked, with a choice ¥ They can never know anything
of the qualities of him that is to scrve them, nor has he any
obligation whatsoever Lo them. Of all the powers unfit to
be delegated Ly those whe have any real means of judging,
that most peeuliarly unfit is what relates ta a personal choice.
In case of abuse, that body of primary electors never can
call the representative to an account for his condnet, He
is too far removed from them in the chain of representation.
If he acts improperly at the end of his two years’ lease, it
does not concern him for two years' more. By the new
French constitution the best and the wisest representatives
go equally with the worst into this Zimbus Patrum. Their
bottoms are supposed foul, and they must go into dock to
be refitted. Every man who has served in an assembly is in-
eligible for two years after. Just os these magistrates begin
to learn their trade, like chimney-sweepers, they are dis-
gualified for exercising it. Superficial, new, petulant ae-
quisition, and interrupted, dromish, broken, ill recollection,
is to be the destined character of all your future governora,
Your constitution has too much of jealousy to have much of
sense init. You consider the breach of trust in the repre.
sentative so principally, that you do not at all regard the
question of his fitness to execute it.

This purgatory interval is not unfavourable to a faithlesy
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‘representative, who may be as goyd a canvasser as he was a
bad governor. In this time he way cabal aimeelf into a
_sugeriority over the wisest and most virtuous. As, in the
end, all the members of this elective constitution are equally
fugitive, and exist only fur the election, they may %e no
lowger the same persons who had chosen him, to whom he is
to be responsible when he solicits for a renewal of his truet.
To call all the secondary electors of thie Commune to account,
is ridiculous, impracticable, and unjust; they may themselves
have been deceived in their choice, as the third set of electors,
those of the Departinent, may bein theira.  In your elections
responsibility cannot exist.

inding no sort of principle of coherence with each other
in the nature and constitution of the several new republics
of France, I considered what cement the legislators had pro-
vided for them from any extraueous materiala. Their con-
federations, their speciecles, their civie feasts, and their en.
thusiasm, I take no notice of; they are pothing but mere
tricks ; but tracing their poliey through their actions, 1 think
I can distinguish the arrangements by which they propose to
hold these republics together. The first, is the confiscation,
with the compulsory paper currency annexed to it; the
second, is the supreme power of the city of Parie; the third,
is the general urmy of the state. Of this last I shall reserve
what I have to say, until 1 come to consider the army as &
head by itself.

As to the operation of the first (the confiscation and paper
currency) merely as a cement, I cannot deny that these, the
one depending on the other, may for some time compose
soma sort of cement, if their madness and folly in the
management, and in the tempering of the parta together,
does not produce a repulsion in the very outset. But allow-
mg to the scheme some coherence and some duration, it ap-
g;ma to me, that if, after a while, the confiscation should not

found sufficient to support the paper coinage, (as I am
morally certain it will not,) ‘hen, instead of cementing, it
will add infinitely to the dissociation, distraction, and con-
fusion of these confederate republics, both with relation to
each other, and to the several parts within themselves. But
if the confiscation shou'd so far suecced as to sink the paper
currency, the cement is gono with the circulation. ln the
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mean time ita binding force will be very undertain, and it
will streiten or relax with every variation in the credit of-
the paper.

One thing only is certain in this scheme, which is an effect
peemingly collateral, but direet, T have no doubt, in the minds
of thove who conduct this business, that is, its efinct in pro-
ducing un (Higareky in every one of the republics. A paper
circulation, not founded on any real money deposited or en-
gaged for, amounting already to four-and.Jorty millicns of
English money, and thia currency by force substituted in tie
place of the coin of the kingdom, becoting thereby the sub-
stance of its revenue, aa well as the medinm of all its com-
mercial and civil intercourse, must put the whole of what
power, authority, and influence s left, in any form whatso-
ever it may assume, inte the hands of the managers and con-
ductors of this circulation,

In England we feel the influence of the hank; though it
is only the centre of a voluntary dealing. He knows little

*indeed of the influence of moncy upon maukind, who does
not see the force of the management of a monied concern,
which is so much more extensive, and in its nature so much
more depending on the managers, ithan any of ours. But
this i8 not merely a money concern, There 1s another mem-
ber in the system ibseparably coonected with this money
management. It consisiz in the means of drawing out at
discretion portions of the confiscated lands for eale; and
carrying on a process of continual transmutation of paper
into land, and land into paper. When we follow this pro-
cess 1n its effects, we may couceive something of the inten-
sity of the foree with which this system must operate. By
this means the spirit of money-jobbing and speculution goes
into the mass of land itself, and incorporates with it. By
this kind of operation, that species of property becomes (aa
it were) volatilized ; it assumes an unnatural and monstrons
activity, and thereby throws into the hands of the several
wanagers, prir.2ipal aud subordinate, Parisian and provincial,
all the representative of money, and perhaps a full tenth
part of all the land in France, which has now acquired the
worst aud most pernicicus part of the evil of a paper circulu.
tion, the greatest possible uncertainty in its value. They
have reversed the Latonian kiudness to the landed vroperty
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of Delos. They have sent theirs to be blown sbout, liks the

- ght fragments of a wreck, oras ef litiora ciroum. .
The new dealers, being all habitually adventurers, and
without sny fixed habits or local predilections, will purchase
to job cut again, an the warket o £aper, or of money, or of
land, shall present an advantage, For though a holy bishop
thinks that agriculture will derive great advantages from the
“ emlightened” nsurers who are to purchase the church con-
fiscations, T, who am not a good, but an old farmer, with
great hurility beg leave to tell his late lordship, that usury
18 not a tutor of agriculture; and if the word “ enlightened™
be understood according to the new dictionary, as 1t always
18 in your new schools, I cannot conceive how a man's not
believing in God ean teach him to cultivate the earth with
the least of any additional ekill or encouragement. * Diia
immortalibus sero,” said an old Roman, when he held one
handle of the plough, whilst Death held the other. Though
you were to join in the commission all the directors of the
two academies 1o the directors of the Caisse d’ Escompte, one
old, experienced pegsant is worth them all. I have got more
information upon a curious and interesting branch of hus-
bapdry, in one short conversation with an cld Carthusian
monk, than I have derived from all the Bank directors that
I have ever conversed with. However, there 1s no cause for
apprehension from the meddling of money-dealers with rural
economy. These gentlemen are too wise in their generation,
At first, perhaps, their tender and susceptible imaginations
may be captivated with the innocent and unprofitable delights
of a pastoral life; but iu a little time they will find that
agriculture is a trade much more laborious, and much less
lucrative, than that which they had left. After meking itw
psanegyric, they will turn their backs on it like their great
precursor and prototype. They may, like him, begin by
singing * Beatus ille " —but what will be the end ?

Hee uli locutus fonerator Alphius,
Jam fem futurus rustions
0 valegit idibus g
Querit calendin ponere,

They will cultivate the Ciiase &’ Eglise, under the sacred
auepices of this prelate, with much more profit than its vine-

H
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yards and its corn-fields. They will employ their talants
according to their habits and their interesis. They wiil not
follow the plough whilst they can direct treasuries, and
govern provinces.

Your legislators, in everything new, are the very first who
have founded a commonwealth upon gnming, and infused
this spirit inte it ma its vital breath, The great objeet in
these politics is to metamorphose France from a great king-
dom into one great play-table; to turn its inhabitants into
o nation of gamesters ; to make speculation as extensive as
life ; to mix it with gll ite concerns ; and to diver§ the whole
of the hopes and fears of the people from their usual chan-
nels into the impulses, passions, and superstitions of those
who live on chances. They loudly proeclaim their opinion,
that this their present system of a republic cannot possibly
exist without this kind of gaming fuud; and that the very
thread of its }ife is spun out of the staple of these epecula-
tions. The old gaming in funds was mischievous enough
Undoubtedly ; but it was s0 only to individuals, Even when
it had its grestest extent, in the Mississippi and South Sea,
it affected but few, comparatively ; where it extends further,
as in lotteries, the spirit has but a single object. But where
the law, which in most circumsiances forbids, and in none
countenances, gaming, is itself debanched, so as to reverse
its nature and policy, and expreesly to force the subject to
this destructive table, by bringing the spirit and symbols of
gaming into the minutest matters, and engaging everybody
in it, and in everything, a more dreadful epivfemic distemper
of that kind is spread than yet has appeared in the world.
‘With yous man can neither earn nor buy his dinner without
a speculation. What he receives in the morning will not
have the same value at night. What he is compelled to
take as pay for an old debt will not be received as the same
when he comes to pay a debt contracted by himself; nor will
it be the same when by Bﬁ;mm t payment he would avoid
cuntracting any debt at all. Industry must wither away,
Economy must be driven from your country. Careful pro-
vision will have no existence.  Who will labour without
knowing the amount of his pay ? Who will study to incrense

- what none can estimate ? Who will accumulate, when he
does not know the value of what he paves ? If you abetrsct
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o ‘ .
it from its uses in gaming, to accumulate your paper wealth,

. would be not the providence of a man, but the distempered
inetinet of a jackdaw.

The truly melancholy part of the policy of systematically
msking a nation of gamesters is 1his, that though all are
forced to play, few can understand the game ; and fewer still
are in & condition to avail themselves of the knowledge.
The .many must be the dupes of the few who conduct the
machine of these speculations. What effeet it must have on
the country people is visible.  The townsman can caleulate
from day to day; not so the inhabitant of the country.
‘When the peasant first brings his corn to market, the magis-
trate in the towns obliges him to take the nssignat at par;
when be goes to the shop with his moeney, he finds it seven
per cent. the worse for crossing the way,  This market he
will not readily resort to again. The towns-pcople will be
inflamed ; they will force the country pecple to Ering their
corn.  Resistance will begin, and the murders of Paris and
5t. Denis may be renewed through all France, :

What siguifics the cmpty eompliment paid to the coun-
try, by giving it, perhaps, mare than its share in the theory
oty your representaiion? Where have you placed the veal
power over monied and landed eirculation P Where have
you placed the means of raising and falling the value of
every man’s freehold # Those, whose operations ean take
from, or add ten per cent. to, the possessions of every man
in France, must be the masters of every man in France,
The whole of the power obtained by this revolution will
gettle in the fowns among the burshers, and the monied di-
rectors who lead them. The landed gentleman, the yeoman,
and the peasant, have, none of them, habits, or inclinations,
or experience, which can lead them to any share in this the
gole source of power and influence now left in France. The
very nature of a country life, the very nature of landed pro-
perty, in all the occupations, and all the pleasures they
afferd, render eombination and srrangement (the sole way
of procuring and exerting influence) in a manner impossible
amongst country people.  Cowbine them Ly all the art you
can, and all the industry, they are always dissolving into in-
dividuality. Apything in the nature of incorporation 1
alimost impracticable amongst them, Hope, fear, alarm,
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fealousy, the ephemerous tale that does its business and.
dies in a day, all these things, which are the reins and spurs
by which leaders check or urge the minds of followers, are
not easily employed, or hardly at all, amengst scattered
peeple.  They assemble, they arm, they act, with the utmost
difficulty, and at the greatest charge.  Their efforts, it ever
they ¢an be commenced, eanuot be sustained, They cgnnot
proceed systematically. 1If the country gentlemen attempt
an influence through the mere income of their property, what
in it to that of thuse who have ten times their meome 1o sell,
and who can ruin their property by bringing their plunder to
imeet it at market P 1 the landed man wishes to mortgage,
he fslls the value of his land, and raises the value of as-
signats. He augmeunts the power of his enemy by the very
means he wnust take to eontend with him. The country
gentleman therefore, the officer by sea and land, the man of
liberal views and habits, attached to no profession, will be as
completely excluded from the government of his eountry us
if he were lepislatively prosceibed. It is obvious, that in the
towns, all the things which couspire against the country
gentleman combine in favour of the money manager and d-
rector. ln towns combination i natural. The habits of
burghers, their aceupatious, their diversion, their business,
their jdlenens, continually bring them jnto mutual contact.
Their virtues and their vices are sociable; they are always
in garrison; and they come embodied and half disciplined
into the hands of those who mean to form them for civil or
military action,

All thewe considerations leave ne doubt on my mind, that,
if this wonster of o coustitution can coutinue, France will
be whaolly pgoverned Dby the agitators in corporations, by
societivs Th the towns formed of directors of assignate, nnd
trustees for the sale of church lands, attornies, agenta, money-
jobbers, speculutors, aud adventurers, composing an ignoble
oligarchy, founded on the destruction of tle erown, the
church, the nobility, and the people. Here end all the de-
ceitful dreams and visions of the equality and rights of men,
In “the Serbonisn bog ™ of this buse oligarchy they are all
sbsorbed, sunk, and lost for ever.

Though human eyes cannot trace them, one would be
tempted 1o think some great offeuces in France must ery to

voL, 11, $u
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. heaven, which has thought fit to punish it with a subjection
o a vile and inglorous domination, in which no comfort or
compensation 18 to be found in any even of those false
splendours, which, playing about other tyrannies, prevent
mankind from feeling themselves dishonoured even whilst
they are oppressed. 1 must confess I am touched with a
porvgw, mixed with some indignation, at the conduct of a
few men, once of great rank, and still of great character,
who, deluded with specious names, have engaged in a busi-
nese too deep for the Jine of their understanding to fathom ;
who have lent their fair reputation, and the authority of
their high-sounding names, to the designs of men with
whom they could not be acquainted ; and bave thereby made
their very virtues operate to the ruin of their country.

So fur as to the first cementing principle.

The second material of cewent for thewr new republic is
the superiority of the city of Paris: and this 1 admit ia
strongly conunected with the other cemeuting prineiple of
paper circulation and confiseation, It is in this part of the

roject we must look for the cause of the destruction of ali
the old bounds of provinees and jurisdictions, ecclesiastieal
and secular, and the dissolution of nll aneient combinationa
of things, as well a8 the formation of so many small uncon-
nected republies. The power of the city of Paris is evi-
dently ome great spring of ali their polities. 1t is through
the power of Paris, now become the centre and foeus of
jobbing, that the leaders of this faction direct, or rather com.
mand, the whole legislative and the whole execative govern-
ment, Everything therefore must Le done which enn con-
firm ihe authority of that city over the other republica.
Paris is compact; she has an enormous strength, wholly dis-
proportioned to the force of any of the square republivs;
and this strength is colleeted and condensed withina narrow
compass. laris bas a natural and easy connexion of its
parts, which will not be atfected by any scheme of a
geometrical constitution, nor does it much signify whe-
ther ite proportion of representation be more or less, since
it has the whole draft of fishes in its drag-net. The other
divisions of the kingdom being hackled aud torn to pieces,
and eeparated from all their habitual means, and even prin.
siples of union, cannot, for some time at least, confederate
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aprinst her.  Nothing was to be left in all the subordinate
members, but weakuoess, disconnexion, and confusion. To con-
firm this part of the plan, the Assembly has lately cometo s
resolution, that no two of their republics shall have the same
commander-in-chief,

To a person who takes g view of the whole, the strength
of Paris, thus formed, will appear a system of general weak-
ness. It is hoasted that the geometrical policy has been
adopted, that all Jocal ideas should be sunk, aud that the
people should no longer be Gascons, Picards, Bretons, Nor-
mans ; but Frenchmen, with ane cauntry, one heart, and one
Assembly.  But instead of being all Frenchmen, the greater
likelihood iw, that the inhabitants of that region will shortly
have no country.  No man ever wus attached by a sense of
pride, partiality, or real affection, to a description of square
measurement.  1e mever will glory in belonging to the
Chequer No. 71, or to any other badge-ticket. We begin
qur public affections in onr families, No cold relation is a
zgeatous citizen.  We pass on to our neighbounrhoods, and
our habitual provineial eonnexions. These are itns nnd rest-
ing-places. Such divisikms of our country as have been
formed by hubit, sl not by a sudden jerk of authority, were
so many little images of the great country in whch the
heart found something which it could #ill.  The love to the
whole is not extinguished by this subordinnte partinlity.
Perbaps it is a sort of elemental training to those higher and
more large regards, by which alone men come to be affected,
ag with their own concern, in the prosperity of a kingdom so
extonsive as that of France. In that general territory it-
gelf, s in the old name of provinees, the citizens are inter-
ested from old prejudices sl unresaoned habits, and not ou
recount of the geowmetric properties of its figure. The power
and pre-eminence of Pavis does certaioly press down and
bold these republics together as long as it Insts,  But, for
the reasons 1 have already given you, I think it caonot last
very long.

nesing from the civil creating and the civil cementing

principles of this constitution, to the National Assembly,

which is to appear and act as sovercign, we see a body in its

constitution with every possible power, and no possible ex-

ternal cortrol. We ste a body without fundameutal lawa,
283
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* without established maxims, without respected rules of prow
ceeding, which nothing can keep firm to any system whatso-
ever, Their idea of their powers is always taken at the
utmost stretch of legislative competeney, and their exam-
ples for common cascs from the execeptions of the most
urgent necessity. The future is to be in most respects like
the present Assembly; but, by the mode of the new elec-
tions and the tendency of the new circulations, it will be
purged of the small degree of internal control existing in a
minority chosen originally from various interests, and pre-
serving something of their spirit. 1f possible, the next As.
sembly must be worse than the present. The present, by
destroying and altering everything, will leave to their suc-
cesgors apparently nothing popular to do. They will be
roused by emulation and example to enterprises the boldest
and the most absurd. To suppose such an assembly sitting
i £crfect quietude is ridicutous.

" Your all-sufficient legislators, in their hurry to do every-
thing at ¢nce, have forgot one thing that seems essential,
and which I believe wever has been befure, in the theory or
the practice, omitted hy any projector of a republic. They
have forgot to constitute a seaafe, or something of that nae-
ture and character. Never, hefore this time, was heard of a
body politic composed of one legislative and active assembly,
and ite executive officers, without such a couneil; without
sumething to which foreign states might couneet themselves;
sumething to which, in the ordinary detail of government,
the people could look up; something which might give a bias,
and ebeadiness, and preserve something like consistency in
the proceedings of state. Such a body kings generally have
ax acouncil. A monarchy may exist without it; but it secms
to be in the very essence of a republican government. It
holds a sort of middle place between the supreme power ex-
ercised by the people, or inmeliately delegated from them,
aud the mere executive. Of this there are no traces in your
constitution ; and, in providing nothing of this kind, your
Solons and Numas have, a8 much g8 in anything else, dmsco-
vered a sovereign incapacity.

Let us now turn our eyes to what they have done to-
wards the formation of sn executive power. For this they
bave chosen a degraded king, This their first executive
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officer i to be a machme, without any sort of deliberative
discretion in any one act of his function. At best be is but
a chaunel to convey to the National Assembly such matter
8s it may import that body to know. If he hiad been made
the excluxive chanpel, the power would not have been with-
out its importance; though infinitely perilous to those who
would choose to exercise it. But public intelligence and
statement of facts may pass to the Assembly with equa
authenticity, through any other conveyance. As to the
means, therefore, of giving a direction to measures by the
statement of an authorized reporter, this office of intelligence
ig as nothiap.

To consider the French scheme of an executive officer,
in its two natural divisions of civil and political—In the
firat it must be observed, that, according to the new consti-
tution, the higher parts of judteature, in either of ite lines,
are not in the king. The king of France is not the fountain
of justice. The judges, neither the original nor the appeliaie,
‘are of hid nomination. He neither propeses the candidates,
nor has a negative on the choice, He is not even the publie
prosecutor. He serves only as a notary to authenticate the
choice made of the judpes i the several distriets, By his
oflicers he is to execute their sentence. When we look into
the true nature of his authority, he appears to be nothing
more than a chief of bumbailiffs, serjeants at mace, catch-
peles, jailers, and hangmen. It is impossible to place any-
thing called royalty in a more degrading point of view. A
thousand times better had it been for the dignity of this
unhappy prince, that he bad nothing at all to do with the
administration of justice, deprived as he is of all that is ve-
nerable, and all that is conso{)atory, in that funetion, without
power of originafing any process; without a power of sus-

nsion, mitigation, or pardon. Everything in justice that
ts vile and odious is thrown upon him. It was not for no-
thing that the Assembly has been at such pains to remove
the stigma. from certain offices, when they are resolved to
place the person who had lately been their king in a situn-
tiou but one degree aliove the executioner, and in an office
nearty of the same quality. It is not in nature, that, situated
as the king of the French now is, he can respect himself, or
can be respected by othera,



470 REFLECTIONS OF THE

View this new executive officer on the side of his political
" capacity, as he acts under the orders of the National Assens
bly. To execute laws is a royal office; to execute orders is
not tobea king. However, a political executive magistracy,
though merely such, is a great trust. Tt is a trust indeed
that has much depending upon its faithfil and diligent per-
formance, both in the person presiding in it snd in all its
subordinates. Means of performing this duty ought to be
given by resrulation ; and dispositions towards it oaght to be
infused by the circumstances attendant on the trust. It
ought to be environed with dignity, suthority, and consider-
ation, and it ought to lead to glory. The office of execution
is an oflice of exertion. It is pat from impotence we are to
expect the tasks of power. What sort of person is o king
to command executory service, who has no means whatse-
ever to reward it? Not in a permancnt office; not in a
grant of land ; no, not in a pension of fHifky pounds a year;
not in the vainest and most trivial title. In France the
king is ne more the fountain of honour thun he 1s the foun.
tain of justice. All rewards, all distinctions, are in other
hunds. Those wha serve the king con be actuated by nc
natural motive but fear; by a fenr of everything except their
master, His functions of internal coercion are as odious as
those which he exercises in the department of justice. If
relief is to be given to any municipality, the Assembly gives
it. If troops are to be sent to reduce them to obedience to
the Assembly, the king is to execute the order; and unpon
every occasion he is to be spaticred over with the blood of
his people. He has no negative ; yet his nume and anthovity
is used to enforce every harsh deerve. Nay, he must concur
in the butchery of those who shall attempt to free him trom
hia imprisonment, or show the slightest attachment to his
person or to his ancient authority.

Executive magisiracy ought to be constituted in such a
manner, that those who compose it should be disposed to
love and to venerate those whom they are bound to obey. A
purposed mneglect, or, what s worse, a literal but perverse
and malignant obedience, must be the ruin of the wisest
counsels, In vain will the law attempt to anticipate or to
folow such studied neglects and fraudulent attentions. to
make them act zealously iz not in t!  competence ot imw.
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Kings, even such as are truly kings, may and ought to bear,
the freedom of subjects that are obnoxious to them. They
may too, without derogating from themselves, bear even the
authority of such persons, if it promotes theiv service.
Louais the Thirteenth mortally hated the Cardinal de Riche-
liew; but his support of that minister against his rivals waa
the source of all the glory of his reign, and the solid founda-
tiont of his throne itself, Louis the Fourteenth, when come
to the throne, did not Jove the Cardinal Mazarin; but for his
interests he preserved himin power.  When old, he detested
Louvotg ; but for years, whilst he faithfully served his great-
neas, he endured hizs person. When George the Second
took Mr. Pitt, who certainly was not agreeable to him, into
his ¢ouncils, he did wnothing which could humble a wise
sovereign. But these ministers, who were chosen by affairs,
not by affections, acted in the nume of, and in trust for,
kings; and not as their avowed, constitutional, and osten-
Ltible masters. I thiuk it impossible that any king, when he
has recovered his first terrors, ean ecordially infuse vivacity
and vigour into measures which he knows to be dictated by
these, who, he must be persuaded, are in the highest degree
ill affected to his person. Wil any ministers, who serve
such a king (or whatever he may be called) with but a de-
cent appearance of respect, cordially obey the orders of
those whom but the other day in his name they had com-
mitted to the Bastile? will they obey the orders of those
whom, whilst they were exercising despotic justice upon
them, they conceived they were treating with lenity; and
from whom, in a prieon, they thought they had provided ar
auylum?  If you expect such obedience, amongst your other
innovations and regenerations, you ought to make a revolu-
tion in nature, and provide a new constitution for the human
mind. Otherwise, your supreme government cannot harmo-
nize with its executory svstem. There are cases in which
we cannot take up with names and abatractions. You may
eall hal* a dozen leading individuuls, whom we have reason
to fear and hate, the nation. 1t makes no other difference,
than to make us fear and hate them the more. 1f it had
been thought justifiable and expedient to make puch o revo-
lution by such means, and throngh such persons, as you
have made yours, it would have been more wise to hare
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gompleted the business of the fifth and mixth of October.
The new executive officer would then owe his pituation to
those who are hin creators as well as his masters; and he
might be bound in interest, in the society of erime, and (if
in crimes there could be virtues) in gratitude, to serve those
whe bad promoted him to & place of great luere and great
sensugl tudulgence ; and of something more: for more he
muset have received from those who certainly wonld not have
Jimited an agorandized creature, as they have done a sube
mitting antagonist,

A king cireurnstanced sa the present, if he is totally stupis
fied by his misfortunes, so as to think it not the necessity,
but the premium and privilege, of life, to eat and sleep, with-
out any repard to glory, can never be fit for the office. 1If
he feels as men commonly feel, he must be sensible, that an
office a0 cirenmstanced is one in which he can obtgin nn fame
or reputation.  He has no generous interest that ean excite
him to action. At best, his conduct will be pansive and de-.
fensive, To inferior people such an office myght be matter
of homour. But to be raised to it, and to descend to it, are
different things, and sugeest different sentiments. Does he
really name the ministers ?  They will have a sympathy with
him. Are they forced upon him? The whole business be
tween them and the nominal king will be mutual counterae-
tion. In sll other countries, the office of ministers of state
is of the highest dignity. In France it is full of perd, and
incapable of glory., Ravals however they will have in their
nothingness, whilst shallow ambition exists in the world, or
the desire of & miscrable salary is an incentive to short-
sighted svarice. Those competitors of the ministers are
ennbled by your constitution to attack them in their vital
parts, whilst they have not the means of repelling their
charges in sny other than the degrading character of cul-

rite. The ministers of state in France are the only persona
m that country whe are incapable of a share in the nationsl
couneils, What ministers! What councils! "What a na-
tion !—But ther are responsible. 1t is a poor service that is -
to be had from responsibility. The elevation of mind to be
derived from fear will never make a nation glorious. Re- .
sponsibility prevents erimes. It makes all attempta against
the laws dangerous. But for a principie of active and sealous
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service, none but idiots could think of i6.  Ia the conduct of |
& war to be trusted to & man who may abhor ite principle;
who, in every step he may take to ren der it successful, con.
firtus the power of those by whom he ix oppressed? Wil
foreign states seriously treat with him who has no preroga-
tive of peace or war; no, not so much as in a single vote by
himself or his rinisters, or by any one whom lhe can, pos-
#ibly influence P A state of contempt is net a state flc)ig a
prince : better get rid of him at once,

I know it will be said that these humours in the court and
executive government will continue only through this gener-
ation; and that the king has been brought to declare the
dauphin shall be educated in a conformity to his situation.
If he is made to conform to his situation, he will have no
education at all. His training must be worse even than that
of an arbitrary menarch, 1t he reads —whether he reads or
not, some good or evil genius will tell him his ancestors were
kings. Thenceforward his object must be to assert himself,:
and to avenge his purents. This you will say is not his
duty., That may be; but it is nature ; and whilst you pigue
neture against you, you do unwisely to trust to duty. 1In
this futile scheme of polity, the state nurses in its bosom,
for the present, a source of weakness, perplexity, counter-
action, ineficiency, and decay ; and it prepares the means of
its final ruin.  In short, I see nothing in the executive force
(I cannot call it authority) that has even an appearance of
vigour, or that has the amallest degree of just correspondence
or symmetry, or amicable relation with the supreme power,
cither a8 it now exists, or gs it is planned for the tuture
government,

You have settled, by an economy as perverted as the
policy, two! establishments of govermment; one real, one
fictitious. Both maintained at a vast expense; but the fie.
titious at, T think, the greatest. Such & machiue as the lat-
ter is not worth the grense of its wheels. The expense is
exorbitant; and neither the show mor the use deserve the
tenth part of the charge. Oh! but I don't do justice to the
talents of the legislators: 1 don’t allow, as I ought to do, for
necessity. Their scheme of executive force was mot their

"3 in yoality three, to rockon the provin;ial repnblican eetablichneants,
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.ehaice. This pageant must be kept. The people wonld not
consent to part with it. Right; I understand you. You do,
it spite of your grand theories, to which you woule have
heaven and earth to Dbend, you do know how to comform
yourselves to the nature and circumstances of things. But
when you were obliged to conform thus far to circumstances,
vou qught to have carried your submission farther, and to
have made, whay vou were oblized to take, a proper instrn-
ment, and useful to its end. That was in your power. Lor
instance, amoeng many others, it was in your power to leave
to your king the right of peace and war.  What ! to lenve to
the executive magistrate the most dangerous of all preroga.
tivesa? I know none more dingerous; nor any one more
necessary to be so trusted. 1 do not say that this preroga-
tive vught to be trusted to your king, unless he enjoved
other auxiliary trusts slong with it. which he does not now
hold.  But, if he did possess them, hazardous as they are un-
doubtedly, advantages would arise from such a constitution,
more than compensating the risk.  There is no other way of
keeping the several potentates of Burope from iutriguing
distinctly and personally with the members of your Assenibly,
from intermeddling in all your coucerns, and tomenting, 1
the heart of your eountry, the most pernicious of all factions ;
frctions in the interest and under the direetion of foreign
powera.  From that worst of evils, thank God, we are still
free. Your skill, if vou had suy, would be well employed to
find out indirect eorrectives and controls upon this perilous
truat, If you did not like those which in England we have
chosen, your leaders might have exerted their abilities in
contriving better. 1f it were necessary to exemplify the
consequences of such an exeentive government as yours, in
the management of great aftairs, 1 should reter you to the
late reports of M. de Montmorin to the National Assembly,
and all the other proceedings relative to the difterences be-
tween Great Britain and Spain. It would be treating your
understanding with disrespect to point them out to you.

I hear that the persons who are called ministers have
eignified an intention of resigning their places. I am rather
astouished that they have not resigrned long since.  For the
universe I would not have stood in the situation in which
they bave been for this lust twelveinonth, ‘They wished well,
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1 tuke it for granted, to the Revolution. Let this fact be as .
ibmay, they could not, placed as they were upon an eminence,
though an eminence of humiliatien, but be the first to see
eollectively, and to feel each in his own deYartment, the evils
which have been produced by that revolution. In every
step which they took, or forbore to take, they must have folt
the degraded situation of their country, and their utter inea~
paeity of serving it. They are in a species of subordinate
pervitude, in which no men before them were ever seen.
Without confidence from their sovereign, on whom they were
forced, or from the Assembly who forced them upon him, all
the neble functions of their office are executed by committevs
of the Assembly, without any regard whatsoever to their
personal or their officizl authority. They are to execute,
without power; they arc to be responsible, without disere-
tion ; they are to dehberate, without ehoice.  In their puzzled
situation, under {wo sovereigns, over neither of whom they
+bave any influence, they must act in such a manmer as (in
effact, whatever they may intend) sometimes to beiray the
one, sometimes the other, and always to betray themselves.
Such has been their situation ; snch must be the situation of
those who succeed them. I have miuch respect, and many
good wishes, for M, Necker, 1am obliged to him for atten.
tions. I thought when his enemies had driven him from
Veruailles, that his exile was a subject of most serious cons
gratulntion—sed mulfe urbes et publica vota vicerunt, Heis
pow sitting on the ruins of the Aunnces, and of the monarchy
of France,

A great deal more might be observed on the strange
eonstitution of the czecutory part of the new povernment;
but fatipne must give bounds te the discussion of subjects,
which in themselves have hardly any limits.

Ag little gentus and talent am frable to perceive in the
plan of judicature forined by the National Assembly, Ae-
cording to their invariable eourse, the framers of vour con-
stitution have begun with the utier abolition of the parlia.
ments. These venerable bodies, like the rest of the old
government, stoed in need of reform, even though there
should be no change made in the monarchy. They required
soveral more alterationa to adapt them to the syetem of a
free constitution. But they had particulars in their con-
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stitution, and those not 2 few which deserved approlation
from the wise. They possessed one fupdamental excellence ;
triey were independent. The most doubtful circnmstance
attendanut on their office, that of its being vendible, con-
teibuted however to this independency of character. They
held for life. Indeed they may be said $o have held by in-
heritance.  Appomted by the monarch, they were consicﬂ;red
a8 nearly out of his power. The most determined exertions
of that autherity against them only showed their radical in-
dependence, They compascd permanent bodies politie, con-
srituted to resist arbitrary innovation ; and from that eor-
porate constitution, and from most of their forins, they were
well ealculated to afford both certainty und stability to the
laws. They had been o sufo asvlum to secure these laws, in
all the revolutions of humour and epinion. They bad saved
that saered deposit of the country during the reigns of ar-
bitrary princes, and the struggles of arbitrary factions.
They i-cept alive the memory and record of the constitution.
They were the great sceurity ta private property ; which
might be said (when personal liberty had no existence) to be,
in fact, as well guarded in Franee as in any other country.
‘Whatever is supreme in a state, onoht to have, 28 much as
possible, its judicial authority so constituted as not only not
to depeud upon it, but in some sort to balanee it. It ought
to give a security toits jnstice against its power. It ought to
make its judicature, as it were, something exterior to the
Btate.

These parliaments had furnished, not the best certainly,
but some considerable corrective to the excesses and vices of
the monarchy. Such an independent judicature was ten
times more necessary when g democracy became the absolute
power of the country. In that eonstitution, elective, lem-
porary, local judges, such as you have contrived, exercizing
their dependent functions in a narrow society, must be the
waoret of all tribunals. In them it wiil be vain to look for
any appearance of justice towards strangers, towards the ob-
noxious rich, towards the minority of routed parties, towards
all those who in the election have supported uneuccessful
candidates. It will be impossible to keep the new tribunals
clear of the worst spirit of faction. All contrivances by
ballot we know experimentally to be vain and childish to
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E:\avcnt a diseovery of jnclinations. Where they sy the
ot anewer the purposes of concealment, they answer to
produce suspicion, and this is a atill more mischievous cause
of partiality,

f the parliaments Liad been preserved, instead of being
dissolved at so ruinous a change to the pation, they might
have scrved inthis new commonwealth, perhaps net precisely
the same, (I do not mean an exact parallel,) but nearly the
same, purposea as the ¢court and senate of Arcopagus did in
Athens ; thaf is, as one of the balances and correctives to the
evile of a light and unjust democracy. Every one knows
that this tribunal was the great stay of that state ; every one
knows with what care it wus upheld, and with what a re-
ligious awe it wns conscerated. The parliaments were not
wholly free from faction, I admit; but this evil was exterior
and accidental, and not so much the vice of their constitution
itselt, #s it must be In yonr mnew contrivance of sexennial
elective judicatories. Several English commend the abolition
of the old tribunals, as supposing that they determined
everything by bribery and corruption. Bui they have stood
the test of monarchic and republican scrutiny. The court
wag well disposed to prove corruption on those bodies when
they were dissolved m 1771.—Those who have again dis.
solved them would have done the same if they could—bub
both inguisitions haviug failed, I conclude, that gross pecu-
niary eorruption must have been rather rare amongst them.

It would have been prudent, aloug with the parliaments,
to preserve their ancient power of registeriug, and of remon.
sirating at least, upon all the decrves of the National As.
seinbly, as they did upen those which passed in the time of
the monarchy. It would be a means of squaring the ocea-
sional decrees of a democracy to some prineiples of general
Jurisprudence. The vice of the ancient democracies, and ove
cauge of their ruin, was, that they ruled, as you do, by occa-
sional decrees, peephismata. 'Thiz practice soon broke in
upen the tenour and consistency of the laws; it abated the
respect of the people towards them; snd totally destroyed
them in the enr

Your vesting the power of remonstrance, which, in the
time of the monarchy, existed in the parlinment of Paria, in
your orincipal executive officer, whom, in epite of common
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sense, you persevere in calling king, ie the height of ab.
surdity. You ought never to suffer remonstrance from him
who is to execute, Thia 18 to understand neither council nor
execution; peither authority nor obedience. The person
whora you call king, ought not to have this power, or he
ought to have more. .

%’our present arrangement iy strictly jndicial, Instead of
imitating your monarchy, and seating your judges on a bench
of independence, your object is to reduce them to the most
blind obedience. As you have changed ail thihgs, yon have
invented new principles of order.  You first appoint judges,
who, I suppose, are to determine according to lnw, and then
you let them know, that, at some time or other, you in-
tend to give them some law by which they are to determine,
Any studies which they have made (if any they have made)
are to be useless to them, But te supply these studies,
they are to be sworn to obey all the rules, orders. und in-
structions which from time to time they arc to receive from
the Nationul Assembly. These if they submit to, they leave’
no ground of luw to the subject. They betome complete
and most dangerous instrumeuts in the hands of the govern.
ing power, which, in the midst of a cause, or on the prospect
of it, may wholly change the rule of decision. If these
orders of the National Assembly come to be contrary to the
will of the people, who locally choose those judges, such con-
fuston must happen as is teerible to think of. For the judges
owe their places to the local authority; and the commands
they are sworn to obey cone from those who bave no share
tn their appointment, Tn the mean time they have the ex-
ample of the conrt of Chatelet to encourage and guide them
in the exercise of their functions. Thut courl is to try
criiminals sent to it y the National Assembly, or brought
before it by other courses of delation. They sit under a
guard to save their own lives, They kuow not by what
law they judge, nor under what authority they act, noe by
what tenure they hold. It is thought that they are some-
tunes obliged to condemn at peril of their lives, This is nnt
perhaps certain, nor can it be ascertained; but when they
acquit, we know they have seen the persons whom they dis-
charge, with perfect impunit~ to the actors, hanged at thi
door of their court-
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The Assembly indeed promises that they will form a body
of law, which shall be short, simple, clear, aud so forth.
That is, by their short Jaws, they will teave much to the dis-
cretion of the judge ; whilat they have exploded the authority
of all the learning which could make judicial discretion (a
thing perilous at best) deserving the appellation of a sound
discretion.

It is curious to observe, that the administrative bodses are
earefully exempted from the jurisdiction of these new tribu-
nale. That is, those persons are exempted from the power
of the laws, who cught to be the invst entirely submitted io
them. Those who execute public pecuniary trusts, ought of
all men to be the most strietly held to their duty, One
wonld have thought that it must have been among your
earliest cares, it you did not mean thut those adininistrative
bodies should be real, sovereign, independent states, to form
an awfol tribunal, like your late parliniments, or like our king's
bench, where all ¢orporate officers might obtain protection
Yin the legal exercise of their functions, and would find corr-
eion if they trespnssed against their legal duty. But the cause
of the exemption is plain. These admimstrative bodies are
the great instruments of the %reaent leadera in their progress
through democracy to oligarchy. They must therefore be put
above the law. It will be said, that the legal tribunals which
you have made are unfit to coerce them. They are undoubt-
cdly, They are unfit for any rational purpose. 1t will be aaid
too, that the administrative bodies will be accountable to the
general assembly. This T feur i talking without much con-
sideration of the nature of that assembly, or of these corpora.
tions.  MHowever, to be subject to the pleasure of that
assembly, is not to be subject to law either for protection or
for constraint,

This establishment of judges aa yet wants something to
its completion. 1t is to be crowned by a new tribunal. This
1s to be a grand state judicature ; and it is to judge of crimes
committed againat the nation, that is, against the power of
the Assembly. Tt seems as if they bad something in their
view of the nature of the high court of justice erected in
England during the time of the great wsurpation. As they
have nou yet tinished this part of the scheme, it is irapossible
1o form a right judgment upon it. Howerer, if great care
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18 tiot taken to form it 1 a epirit very different from thnt

" which has guided them in their proceedings relative to state
offences, this tribunal, suhservient to their inguisition, fhe
sommittes of research, will extinguish the last sparks of liberty
in France, and settle the most dreadful and arbitrary tyreony
ever known m sny nation. If they wish to give to this tri-
bupal any appearance of liberty and justice, they must not
evoke from or send to it the causes relative to their own
members, at their pleasure. They must also remove the
seat of that tribunal out of the republic of Paris.!

Has more wisdom heen displaved in the econstitution of
your army than what is discoverable in your plan of judiea.
ture P The able arrangemcent of this part is the more diffi-
cult, and requires the greater skill and attention, not only as
a great concern in itself, but as it is the third cementing
Yl-inciple in the new body of repnblics, which you call the

Prench nation. Truly it i» not easy to divine what that
army may become at Just. You have voted a very large one,
and on good appointments, at least fully equal to your appa-~
rent means of payment.  But what is the principle of its
discipline ¥ or whom is it fo obey 2 You have got the wolf
by the ears, and I wish you joy of the happy position in
which vou have chosen to place yourselves, and in which vou
are well circumstanced for a free deliberation, relatively to
that army, or to anything else.

The minister and sceretary of state for the war department
is M. de la Tour du Pin.  This gentleman, tike his eolleagues
in administration, is a most realons assertor of the Revolu-
tion, and & sanguine admirer of the new constitution, whicl
originated in that event, His statement of facts, relative to
the military of Franee, is important, not only from his offieial
and personal authority, but because it displays very clearly
the actual condition of the army in France, and bevanse it
threws light on the principles upon which the Assembly
procecds, in the administration of this criticsl object, 1t
may enable us to form some judzment, how far it may be
expedient in this country to imitate the martinl policy of
France.

M. de la Tour du Pin, on the fourth of last June, comes

! ¥or further elucidations npon the subjert of all these mdicatures, sod
of the vowmittee of research, see M. de Calc me's wori. :



REVOLUTION IN PRANCE, 481"

to give an zecount of the state of his department, 2 it éx-
ists under the auspices of the National Assembly. No man
knows it so well; no man can express it better. Address-
ing himself to the National Assembly, he says, “ Hia Majesty
has this day sent me to apprize you of the multiplied Jisor-
ders of which every day he receives the most distressing in-
telligence. The army (le corps militaire) threstens to fall
into the most turbulent anarchy. Entire regiments lave
dared to violate at once the respect due to the laws, to the
king, to the order cstsblished by your decrees, and to the
osths which they have taken with the most awful solemnity.
Compelled by my dufii to give you information of these ex-
cesses, my heart bleeds when I cousider who they are that
have committed them. Those, against whom it is not in my
power 1o withheld the most grievous complaints, are a part
of that VEI;IY soldiery which to this day have been so full of
honour and loyalty, and with whom, for fifty years, I have
lived the comrade nnd the friend,

# What incomprehensible spirit of delirium and delasion
hag all at once led them astray 7 "'Whilst you are indefatig-
able in establishing uniformity in the empire, and mouldin
the whole into one coherent and consistent body ; whilst the
French are taught by you, at once the respect which the
laws owe o the rights of man, and that which the citizens
owe to the laws, the administration of the army presents
nothing but disturbance and confusion. I see in more than
one corpe the bonds of discipline relaxed or broken; the
most unheard-of pretensions avawed directly and without
any disguise; the ordinances witbout force ; the chiefs with-
out autbhority; the military chest and the colours carried
off; the anthority of the king himself [risum rfeneatis 7]
Rll;oudly defied; the officers despised, degraded, threatened,

iven away, and some of them prisopers in the midst of
their corps, dragging on a precarious life in the hosom of
disgust and humiliation. To fill up the measure of all these
horrors, the commandants of places have had their throats
cut, under the eyes, and almost in the arms, of their own
roldiers.

“These evils are great; but they are not the worst conse-

uenced which may be prodnced by such military insurrec-

tione. Sconer or later they may menace the natico itself,
Yol. i, 13
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_ T%s nature of things rei;cirea that the army should never sct

but 88 on instrument. The moment that, erecting itself into
a deliberative body, it shall act according to its own resoln.
tions, the government, be if what it may, will immediately de-
generate into a militery democracy; & epecies of political
monster, which has always ended by devouring those who
have produced it.

“-After all this, who must not be alarmed at the irregular
consultations, and turbulent committees, formed in some
regiments by the common soldiers and non-commissioned
officers, without the knowledge, or even in contempt of the
authority, of their superiors; although the presence and
concurrence of those superiors eould give no authority te
such monstrous democratic assemblies [comices{.”

It is not necessary to add much to this finished picture:
finished as far as its canvass admits ; but a8 I apprehend, no¢
taking in the whole of the nature and complexity of the dis.
orders of this military democracy, which, the minister at war
truly and wisely observes, wherever it exists, must be the
true constitution of the state, by whatever formal app}-;:l-
lation it may pass. For, though he informs the Assembly
that the more considerable part of the army have not cast
off their obedience, but are still attached to their duty, yel
those travellers, who have seen the corps whose conduct ie
the best, rather observe in them the absence of mutiny, than
the existence of discipline,

T cannot help pausing here for a moment, to reflect upon
the expressions of surprise which this minister has let fail,
relntive to the excesses he relates. To him the departure of
the troopa from their ancient principles of loyalty and hon-
our seems quite inconceivable. Surely thosc to whom he
addresses himself know the causes of it but too well. They
know the doctrines which they have preached, the degrees
which they have passed, the practices which they have
countenanced. The soldiers remember the 8th of October,
They recollect the French goards. They have not forgotten
the taking of the king’s castles in Paris and Marseilles.
That the governcrs in both places were murdered with ims
Punity, in g fact that has not paseed out of their minda,
They do not abandon the principles laid down so ostenta
tiously and laboriously of the eaunlity of men. Thev caxe
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nst shut their eyes to the degradation of the whole noblesse
of France, and the suppression of the very idea of s gentle-
man. The total abelition of Hitles and t{;stinctions is not
lost upon them. But M. de Ja Tour du Pin is astonished
at ther disloyslty, when the doctors of the Assembly have
taught them at the same time the respect due to laws.
Tt 1s ensy to judge which of the two sorts of lessons pen
with sarms in their hands are likely to learn. As to the
ruthority of the king, we may collect from the minister
himself (if any argument on that head were not quite supers
fluous) that it is not of more consideration with these troops,
than it is with evervbody else. “The king,” says be, “has
orer and over again repeafed his orders to put a stop to
these excesses: but, in so terrible a crisis, your [the Assem-
bly's] concurrence is become indispensably necessary to pre-
vent the evile which menace the state. Fox unite to the
force of the legislative power, that ¢f opinior still more im-
portant.”  To be sure tEc army can have ne opinion of the
pdwer or authority of the king. Perhaps the soldier has by
this time learned, that the Assembly itself does not enjoy a
much greater degree of liberty than that royal figure.

It is now to be scen what has been proposed i this exi-
gency, one of the greatest that ean happen in a state. The
minister requests the Assembly to array itself in all its
terrors, and to call forth all its majesty. He desirea that
the grave and severe principles snnounced by them may give
vigour to the king's proclamation. After this we should
have looked for courts civil and martial; breaking of some
corps, decimating of others, and all the terrible means which
necessity has employed in such cases to arrest the progress
of the most terrible of all evils: Rarticularly, one might ex.
pect, that a serious inguiry would be made into the murder
of commendants in the view of their soldiers. Not one
word of all this, or of anything like it. After they had been
told that the soldiery trampled upon the decrees of the As.
sembly promulgated by tge king, the Arsembly pass new
decrees; and they authorize the king to make new proclama-
tions. After the secretary at war had stated that the regi.
ments had paid no regard to oaths prétés avee la plus impos-
onte solemnité-~they propose—what? More oatha. ey
renew decrees and procﬁmﬂ.tions a8 they experience their

312
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insufficiency, and they multiply oaths m proptrtion as the
weaken, in the minds of men, the sanctions of religion. {
hope that handy sbridgments of the excellent sermons of
Voltaire, d’ Alembert, Diderot, and Helvetius, on the Tmmor-
tality of the Soul, on a particulsr superintending Providence,
and on & Future State of Rewards and Punishments, are sent
down to the soldiers along with their civic oaths. Of this T
havé no doubt; as I understand that a certain description
of reading makes no inconsiderable part of their military ex»
ercises, and that they are full a8 well supplied with the
ammunition of pamphlets as of cartridges.

To prevent t]?e mischiefs arising from conspiracies, irregu.
lar consultations, seditious committecs, and monstrous de-
mocratic assemblies [“comitia, comices™] of the soldiers,
and all the disorders arising from idleness, luxury, dissipa-
tion, and msuberdination, 1 believe the most astonishing
means have been used that ever oceurred to men, even in all
the inventions of this prolific age. It is no less than this:—
The king has promulgated in cireolar letters to all the regi-
ments his direet authority sand encouragement, that the
several corps should join themselves with the clubs and con-
federations in the several municipalities, and mix with them
in their feasts and civic entertainments! This jolly discipline,
it seems, is to soften the ferocity of their minds; to reconcile
them to their bottle companions of other deseriptions; and
to merge particular conspiragies in more general associa-
tions.! That this remedgdwould be pleasing to the soldiers,
as they are described by M. de 1a Tour du Pin, I can veadily
believe s and that, however mutinous otherwise, they will
dutifully submit themselves to these royal proclamations,
But I should question whether all this eivic swearing, club-
bing, and feasting, would dispose them, more than at present
they are disposed, to an cbedience to their officcrs; or teach
them better to submit to the sustere rules of military disci-
pline. It will make them admirgble citizens after the

! Comme sk majesté y a reconnn, non une gysidme d’associations par-
ticulieres, mais une réunion de volontés de tous les Frangois pour Ia
liberlé st la prospérité communes, ainsi pour la muintien de Pordre pub-
ligus; il a pensé qu'il convencit gque chaque régimen: prit part & ces fetes
viviguea pour multiplier les rapports ct referrer los liens d’union entre les
mitoyens et les troupes.-—Lest I should not be credited, I ingert the words,
suthorizing the troops to feast with the popular canfederacies
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French mode, but not quite so good soldiers after any mode,
A doubt might well arise, whether the conversations at these
good tables would fit them s great deal the better for tha
character of mere instruments, which this veteran officer and
statcsman justly observes the nature of things always requires
an army to be.

Concerning the likelihood of this improvement in discipline,
by the free conversation of the scldiers with municipal fes-
tive societies, which is thus officially encouraged by royal
authority and sanction, we may judge by the state of the
municipalities themselves, furnished to us by the war minis-
ter in this very speech. He conceiver good {wpes of the suc.
cess of his endesvours towards restoring order for the present
from the good dispositien of cerinin regiments; but Le finds
something cloudy with regard to the future. Asto prevent-
ing the return of confusion, “for this, the admimstration
{says he) cannot be answerable to you, as long as they see
the municipalitics arrogate to themeelves an authority over
the troops, which your institutions bhave reserved wholly to
the monarch. You have fixed the limits of the military
authority and the municipal authority. You have bounded
the action, which you have permitted to the latter over the
former, to the right of requeition; but never did the letter
or the spirit of your decrecs authorize the commons in thess
municipalities to break the officers, to try them, to give orders
to the soldiers, to drive them from the posts committed to
their guard, to stop them in their marches ordered by the
king, or, in a word, to enslave the troops to the caprice of
each of the cities, or even market towns, through which they
are to pass.”

Buch is the charncter and disposition of the munieipal
pociety which is to reclaim the soldiery, to bring them back
to the true principles of militacy subordination, and te render
them machines in the hands of the supreme power of the
country! Such are the distempers of the French troops!
Buch is their cure] As the army is, so is the navy. The
municipalities supersede the orders of the Assembly, and the
seamen in their turn supersede the orders of the municipal.
itics. From my heart 1 pity the condition of a respectable
servant of the publie, like this war minister, obliged in his
old age to pleige the Assembly in their civic cups, and to
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enter with & hoary head info all the fantastic vagaries of
these juvenile politicians. Such schemes are not like propo-
sitions coming from a man of fifty years’ wear and tear
amongst mankind. They seem rather such as ought to be
expected from those grand compounders in politics, who
‘shorten the road to their degrees in the state; and have a
certain inward fanatical assurance and illumination upon sil
subjects; upon the credit of which one of their doctors has
thought fit, with great applause, and greater success, to can-
tion the Assembly not to attend to old men, or to any per.
sone who valued themselves upon their experience. sup-
pose all the ministers of state must qun.l}i}f}, and take this
test ; wholly abjuring the errors and heresies of experience
and observation. Every man has his own relish. But I
think if T could not attain to the wisdom, I would at least
preserve something of the stiff and peremptory dignity of
sge. These gentlemen deal in regeneration: but at any price
I should hardly yield my rigid fibres fo be regenerated by
them; nor begin, in my grand climacteric, to squall in their
new accents, or to stammer, in my second cradle, the ele-
mental sounds of their barbarous metaphysiced 87 disti mikd
largiantur ut repueriscam, et in eorum cumis vagiam, valde
recusem !

The imbecilit? of any part of the puerle and pedantic
system, which they eall a constitution, cannet be laid open
without discovering the utter insufficiency and mischief of
every other part with which it comes in contact, or that
bears any the remotest relation to it. You cannot propose
a remedy for the incompetence of the crown, without dis-
playing the debility of the Assembly. You cannot deliberate
on the confusion of the army of tge state, without disclos-
i;ﬁﬁ]the worse dirorders of the armed municipalities. The

itary laye open the civil, and the civil betrays the military,
anarchy. 1 wish everﬂmdy ca.refu]lér to peruse the eloquent
speech (such it is) of Mons. de Ia Tour du Pin. He attri-
butes the salvation of the municipalities to the good behaviour
or eome of the troops. These troops are to preserve the well.
disposed part of those municipalities, which 14 confessed to be
the weakest, from the pillage of the worst disposed, which is

¢ This war minister has ¥ince quitted the school, and resiguod his offion
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the strongest. But the municipalities affect a sovereignty,
and will command those troops which are necessary for their’
protection. Indeed they must command them or court

them. The municipalities, by the necessity of their situ-

ation, and by the republican powers they have obtained, must,

with relation to the military, be the masters, or the servants,

sor the confederates, or each successively ; or they must make

a jumble of all together, according to circumstances, What

.government is there to coerce the army but the municipality,

or the mupicipality but the army? To preserve concord

where authority is extinguished, at the hazard of all conse-

-quences, the Aesembly attempte to cure the distempers by

the distempers themeeives ; and they hope to preserve them-

selves from a purely military democracy, by giving it & de-

bauched interest in the mumecipal.

If the soldiers once come to mix for any time in the muni.
cipal clubs, cabals, and confederacies, an elective attraction
will draw them to the lowest and moat desperate part.
AWith them will be their habits, affections, and sympathies.
The military conapiracies, which are to be remedied by civie
confederacies ; the rebellious municipalities, which are to be
rendered obedient by furnishing them with the means of
seducing the very armies of the state that are to keep them
in order; all these chimeras of a monstrous and portentous
policy must aggravate the confusion from which they have
arisen. There must be blood. The want of common judg-
ment manifested in the constraction of all their descriptions
of forces, and in all their kinds of civil and judicial authori-
ties, will make it flow. Disorders may be quieted in one
time and in one part. They wiil break out wmn others; be.
eause the evil is radical and intrinsic. All these schemes of
miring mutinous soldiers with seditious citizens must weaken
still more and more the military connexion of soldiers with

their officers, as well as add military and mutinens andacity -

to turbulent artificers and peasants. To secure a resl army,
the officer should be first and last in the eye of the soldier;
first and lsst in his attention, observance, and esteem.
Officers it seoms there are to be, whose chief qualification
must be temper and patience. They are to manage their
troops by electioneering arts. They must bear themselvesw
aa candidates, noi as commanders. But as Yy such means
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power may be occasionally in their hands, the authority by
- which they are to be nominated becomes of high importance.
" What you may do finally does nof appear; noris it of
much moment, whilst the strange and contradictory relation
between your army and all the parts of your republic, s
well a5 the puzzled relation of those parts to each other and
to the whole, remain as they are. You seem to bave given
the provisional nomination of the officers, in the first in
etance, to the king, with a reserve of approbation by tha
National Assembly. Men who have an mterest to pursue
are extremely segacious in discovering the true seat of power,
They must soon perceive that those, who can negative inde=
finitely, in reality appoint. The officers must therefore look
to their intrigues in that Assembly, as the sole, certain road
to promotion. Stiil, however, by your new constitution the
must begin their solicitation at court. This donble negoti-
ation for military rank seems to me a contrivance as well
adapted, a8 if it were studied for no other end, to promote
faction in the Assembly itself, relative to this vast military
patronage; and then to poison the corpe of officers with face
tions of a nature stil} more dangerous to the safety of govern-
ment, upon any bottom on which it can be placed, and de.
structive in the end to the effciency of the army itself. Those
officers, who lose the promotions intended for them by the
erown, must become of a faction oppesite to that of the As.
sembly which has rejected their elaims, and must nourish dis.
contenta in the heart of the army against the ruling pewers.
Those officers, on the other hand, who, by carrying their
Eoint through an interest in the Assembly, feol themselves to
e at best only second in the good-will of the crown, though
first in that of the Assembly, must slight an authority which
would not advance and could not retard their promotion.
If to avoid these evils you will have ne other rule for com-
mand or promotion than seniority, you will have an army of
formality ; at the same time i§ wiﬁr become more independent,
and more >f a military vepublic. Not they, but the king is
the machine. A king iv not to be deposed by halves. l?he
is not everything in the commsand of an army, he is no.
thing, What is the effeet of a power placed numinally at
the head of the army, who to that army ie no object of gratis
tude, or of fear? g ch & cipher is not fit for the adminis.
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tration of an objeet, of all things the most delicate, the su-
preme command of military men. They must be constrained '
(and their inclinstions lead them to what their necessities re
quire) by a real, vigorous, effective, decided, personal authore
ity. The authority of the Assembly itself suffers by pess-
ing through such a debilitating channel as they have chosen.
The army will not long lock to an assembly acting through
the organ of false show, and palpable imposition.* The
will not seriously yield obedience to a prisoner. They W].E _
either despise a pageant, or they will pity a captive king.
This relation of your army to the erown will, if T am not
greatly mistaken, become a serious dilemma in your politica,

It s besides to be copsidered, whether en assembly like
yours, even supposing that it was in possession of another
sort of argan tgrﬂugh which its orders were to pass, is fit
for promoting the obedience and discipline of an army. It
is known, that armies have hitherto yielded a very preearious
and uncertain obedience to any sensate, or popular authority ;

* and they will least of all yield it to an assembly which is only

to have a continuance of two years. The officers must
totnlly lose the characteristic disposition of military men, if
they see with perfeet submission and due admiration, the
dominion of pleaders; especially when they find that they
have a new court to pay o an endless succession of those
pleaders; whose military policy, and the genius of whose
command, (if they should I;m.ve any,) must be as uncertain
a8 their duration is transient. In the weakness of one kind
of authority, and in the fluctustion of all, the officers of an
army will remain for some time mutinous and full of faction,
until some popular general, who underatands the art of cons
ciliating the soldiery, and who possesses the true spirit of
command, shall draw the eyes of all men upon himself.
Armies will obey him on hie personal account. There is no
other way of securing military obedience in this state of
things. But the moment in :.;gich that event ghall happen,
the person who really commands the army is your master;
tae master (that is little) of your king, the master of your
Assembly, the master of your whole republic,

How came the Assembly by their present power over the
army ? Chiefly, to be sure, by debauching the soldiers from
their officers. They have begun by a most terrible operation.
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They have touched the central point, about which the pare
ticles that compose armica are at repoee. They have destroyed
the principle of obedience in the great, essential, critieal
Jink Eetween the officer and the soldier, just where the chain
of military subordinetion commences and oo which the
whole of that system depends. The soldier is told he is a
citizen, and has the rights of man and citizen. The right of
& man, be is told, is to be his own governor, and to be ruled
only by those t6 whom he delegatea that self-government,
It 18 very patural he should think that he ought most of all
to have his choice where he is to yield the greatest degree
of obedience. He will therefore, in all probability, system-
atically do, what he does at present occasionally; that is,
he will exercise at least & negative in the choice of his officers.
At present the officera are known at best to be only perw
missive, and on their good behaviour. In fact, there have
been many instances in which they have been cashiered by
their corps. Here is a second negative on the choice of tha
king ; a negative as effectual at least as the other of the
Assembly. The soldiers know already that it has been a
uestion, not ill received in the National Assembly, whether
they ought not to have the direct choice of their officers, or
gome proportipn of them? When such matters are in de-
liberation it is no extravagant supposition that they will in-
cline to the opinion most favourable to their pretensions.
Thay will not bear to be deemed the army of an imprisoned
king, whilst ancther army in the same country, with whom
too they are to feast and confederate, is to be considered as
the free army of a free constitution. They will cast their
eyes on the other and more permanent army; I mean the
municipal, That corps, they well know, does actually elect
its own officers. They may not be able to discern the
unds of distinction on which they sre not to elect a
uis do l1a Fayette (or what is his new name P) of their
own. If this election of a commander-in-chief be a part of
the rights of men, why not of theirs? They see elective
justices of peacs, elective judges, slective curates, electiva
pishops, elective municipalities, and elective commanders of
the Parisisn army.— should they alone be excluded ?
Avre the brave troops of co the only men in that nation
who are not the gt judges of military merit, and of the
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qualifications neoesu.lz for & commander-in-chief? Are they
paid by the state, and do they therefore lose the rights of
menf They are a part of that nation themselves, and con-
tribute to that pay. And is not the king, is not the National
Assembly, and are not all who elect the National Assembiy,
likewise paid P Instead of seeing all these forfeit their rights
by their receiving u enlary, they perceive that in all these
ceses o sajary is given for the exercise of those rights. All
your resolutions, all your proveedings, all your debates, all
the works of your dectors in religion and politics, hsve in~
dustriously been put into their hande ; and you expect that
they will apply to their own case just as much of your doc-
trines and examples as suits your plensure. '
Everything depends upon the army in such a government
as yours; for you have industriously destroyed all the
ppinions, and prejudices, and, as far as in you lay, alt the
instinets which support government. Therefore the moment
, any differenco arises between your National Assembly and
any part of the mation, you must have recourse to foree:
Notihing else ig left to you; or rather you have left nothing
else to yourselves. You see, by the veport of your war
minister, that the distribution of the army is in a great
measure made with a view of internal coercion! You muet
rule by an army; and you have infused inte that army by
which you rule, as well a8 into the whole body of the nation,
principles which efter a time must disable yon in the use you
resoive to make of it. The king is to call out troops to act
against his people, when tbe world has been told, and the as-
sertion is still ringing in our ears, that troops ought not to
fire on citizens, The colonies assert to themselves an indes
pendent constitution and a free frade. They must be con-
strained by troops. In what chapter of your code of the
rights of men are they able to that it is a part of the
rights of men to have their commerce monopolized and ve-
sirained for the benefit of others # As the colonists rise on
you, the negroes rise on them. Troops again—Massacre,
torture, banging! These are your rights of men! These sra
the frnits of metaphysic declarations wantonly made, and
shamefully retmctegl It was but the other day, that the

a'lz'.courier Frangois, 80th July, 179C.  Awsembléz Nationale, Numn_



@03 REFLECTIONS OY THN -

farmers of land in one of your provinces refused to pay
wome sorta of rents to the lord of the soil. In consequence
of this, you decree, that the country people shall pay all
rents and dues, except those which ns grievances you have
aholished ; and if they refuse, then you order the king to
march troops against them, You lay down metaphysic pro-
positions which infer universal consequences, and then you
attempt to limit logic by despotism. The leaders of the
resent system tell them of tgzir rights, as men, to take
ortresses, to murder guards, to seize on kings without
the least appearance of authority even from the Assembly,
whilst, as the sovereign legislative body, that Assembly was
gitfing in the name of the nation—and yet these leadera
presume to order out the troops which have acted in thess
very disorders, to coerce those who shall judge on the prin-
ciples, and follow the examples, which have been guaranteed
by their own approbation.

The leaders teach the people to abhor and reject all feod-,
elity as the barbarism of tyranny, and they tell them nfter-
wards how much of that barbarcus tyranny they are to bear
with patience. As they are rodiga.lyof light with regard to
grievances, 8o the people f:'mciJ them aparing in the extreme
with regard to redress. They know that not only certain
quit-rents and personal duties, which you have permitted
them to redeem, (but have furnished ne money for the re-
demption,) are as nothing to those burthens for which you
have made no provision at sll. They know, that almost the
whole system of landed property in 1ts origin is feudal ; that
it is the distribution of the possessione of the original pro.
prietors, made by a barbarous conqueror to his barbarous in-
struments ; and that the most grievous effects of the con-

uest are the land rents of every kind, as without guestion
they are.

The peasants, in all probability, are the descendants of
these ancieni proprietors, Romans or Gaule. But if they
fail, in any degree, in the titles which they make on tha
princiflea of antiguaries and lawyers, they retreat into the
citadel of the rights of men. Thers they find that men are
equal 3 and the earth, the kind and equal mother of all, ought
not to be monopolized to foster the pride and luxury of any
then, who by nature are no better than themselves, and whe,
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if they do not labour for their bread, are worse. They -find,
that by the laws of nature the occupant and subduer of the
soil is the true proprietor; that there is mo prescription
againet nature; and thet the agreements (where any there
are) which have been made with .the landlords, during the
time of slavery, are only the effect of duresse and force; and
that when the people re-entered into the rights of men, those
ments were made as void, as everything else whieh had
been settled under the prevalence of the old feudal and aris-
tocratic tyranny. They will tell you that they see no differs
ence between an idler with a hat and a national cockade, and
an idler in & cowl, or in a rochet.  If you ground the title to
rents on succession and preseription, they tell you from the
ppeoch of M, Cemus, published by the National Assembly for
Q;Eeir information, that things ill begun cannot avail them-
gelves of prescription; that the title of these lords waa vicious
in ifs origin ; and that foree is at least as bad as frand. As
to the title by succession, they will tell you, that the succes.
* gion of those who have cultivated the soil is the true pedigree
of property, and not rotten parchments and silly substitu-
tions ; that the lords have enjoyed their usurpation too long;
and that if they allow to these lay monks any charitable
pension, they ought to be thankful to the bounty of the true
{'opﬂefl(;r, who i3 so generous towards a fulse claimané to
18 goods.

\%hen the pensants give you back that eoin of sophistic
reagon, on which you have set your image and superscrip-
tion, you cry it down a8 base money, and tell them you will
ﬁny for the future with I'rench guards, and drageons, and

nasars. You hold up, to chastise them, the second-hand
authority of a king, who is only the instrument of destroy-
ing, without any power of protecting either the people or
his own person. Through lzm it scems you will make your-
eelves cbeyed. They answer, You have taught us that there
sre no gentlemen ; and which of your prineiples teach us to
bow tor.]z(inga whom we have not elected? 'We know, with-
out your teaching, that lands were given for the support of
feudsl dignities, feudal titles, and feudal offices. "When you
took down the cause as a grievance, why should the more
grievous effect remain f  As there are uow no hereditary
bonours, and ne distinguished families, why are we tazed to
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mainéain %hat you tell us ought not to exist? You have
sent down our old aristocratic landlords in no other charac-
ter, and with no other title, but that of exactora under your
sutherity. Have you endeavoured to make these your rent.
gatherers reapectagle to us? No. You have sent them to ua
with their arms reversed, their shields broken, their ime
pressea defaced ; and so displumed, degraded, and metamor-
hosed, such unfeathered two-legged things, that we no longer
ﬁnow them. They are strangers to us. They do not even go
by the names of our ancient lords. Physically they may be
the same men ; though we are not quite sure of that, on your
new philosophic doctrines of personal identity. In all other
respects they arve totally changed. We do not see why we
have not as good a right to refuse them their rents, as you
have to abrogate all their honours, titles, and distinctions.
This we have never commissioned you to do; and it is one
ingtance, among many indeed, of your assumption of unde.
legated power. We see the burghers of Paris, through their
elubs, their mobs, and their national guards, directing vou at
their pleasure, and giving that a8 law to you, which, under your
suthority, is transmitted as law to us. Through you, thess
burghers dispose of the lives and fortunes of us all. Why
shonld net you attend as much to the desives of the laborious
husbandman with regard to our reat, by which we are affect-
ed in the most serious manner, a8 you do to the demanda of
these insolent burghers, relative to distinetions and titles of
honour, by which neither they nor we are affected at all ?
But we find youlpa.y more regard to their fancies than to
our mecessities. Is 1t among the rights of man fo pay tri-
bute to his equals P Before this measure of yours, we might
have thought we were not perfectly equal.  We might have
entertained some old, habitual, unmeaning prepossession in
favour of those landlords; but we cannot conceive with
what other view than that of destroying all respect to them,
ou could have made the law that degrades them. You have
gorbidden us to treat them with any of the old formalities of
rezpect, and now you send troops to sabre and to bayonet
us Into & submission to fear and force, which you did not
suffer us to yield to the mild authority of opinion.
The ground of some of these arguments is horrid and ridie
oulous to all rational eara; but to the politicians of meta-
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phymcs who have opened schools for so hist‘r{, #1d made

establishmenta for anarchy, it is eolid and conclusive. 1t is.
obvious, that on a mere consideration of the right, the leaders
in the Assembly would not in the least have scrupled to.
abrogate the rents along with the titles and family ensigns.
It would be only to follow up the tPt'i]:lciple) of their reason-

ings, and 1o complete the aualogy of their conduct. But they

had newly possessed themselves of a great body of landed

property by confiseation. They had this commodity af

market ; and the market would have been wholly destroyed,

if they were to permit the husbandmen to riot in the speeu-

lations with which they so freely intoxicated themselves,

The only security which property enjoys in any one of its

descriptions, is from the interests of their rapacity with re-

gurd to some other. They have left nothing but their own

arbitrary pleasure to determine what property is to be pro-

tected and what snbverted.

Neither have they left any principle by which any of theie
municipalities can be bound to obedience ; or even conseivn-
tiously obliged net to separate from the whole to becotoe
independent, or to conneet itself with some other stale The

eople of Lyons, it seems, have refused latcly to pay tazes.

"hy should they not ? What lawful authority is there left
o exact them ? The king imposed some of them. The ald
states, methodized by orders, settled the more ancient, They
may say to the Assembly, Who are you, that are not owr
kings, nor the states we have elected, nor sit on the privei-
ples on which we have elected you? And who are we, that
when we see the gabelles, which you have ordered to be pad
wholly shiaken oft, when we see the act of disobedience after-
wards ratified by yourselves, who are we, that we are not tw
judge what taxes we ought or ought not to pay, and who nra
not to avail ourselves of the sawe powers, the validity of which
you have approved in others? 'To this the answer is, We
will send iroops. The last reason of kings is always the
first with your Assembly. This military aid may serve for
& time, whilst the impression of the ineresse of pay remains,
and the vanity of being umpires in all disputes is flattered.
But this weapon will snap short, un{‘aithqu to the hand that
employs it. The Assembly keep a school, where, system-
stically, and with unremitting perseverance, they teach
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prineiptes, and form regulations, destructive to all spirit of
subordination, eivil and military—and then they expect that
they shall hold in obedience an anarchic people by sn an-
archie army.

The municipal army which, according to their new poliey,
18 to balance this national army, if considered in itself only,
is of & constitution much more simple, and in every respect
less exceptionable. It is a mere democratic body, uncon-
pected with the erown or the kingdom ; armed, and trained,’
and officered at the pleasure of the districts to which the
corps severatly belonyg; and the personal service of the indi-
viduals, who eompose, or the fine in lieu of persona} service,
are directed by the same authority.! Nething is more uni-
form. If, however, considered in any relation to the crown,
to the National Asscmbly, to the public tribunals, or to the
other army, or considered in a view fo any coherence or con=
nexion between its parts, it seems a monsber, and can hardly
fsil to terminate itas perplexed movements in some grest
national calamity, It i8 a worse preservative of a general
coustitution, than the systasis of Crete, or the confederation
of Poland, or any other ill-devised corrective which has yet
been imagived, m the necessities produced by an ill-con.
strocted system of government.

Having concluded my foew remarks on the constitution of
the supreme power, the executive, the judicature, the mili-
tary, and on the reciprocal relation of all these establishments,
1 ;ﬁall sa];:rl something of the ability showed by your legis-
lators with regard to the revenue.

In their proceedings relative to this object, if possible,
still fewer traces appear of political judgment or financial re-
sousce.  When the states met, it seemed to be the great
object to improve the system of revenue, to enlarge its cols
lection, to cleanse it of oppression and vexation, and 1o estabs
lish it on the most solid fooling. Great were the cxpects
atione entertained on that head throughout Europe. It was

! [ gee by M. Necker's account, that the national guards of Paris have
received, over and above the money levied within their own city, about
£145,000 sierling out of the pubhc treasure, Whether this be an actua)
payment for the nine months of their existence, or an estimate of their
yearly charge, 1 do not clearly perceive. It is of no great importancy, as
gertainly they may take whatever they please
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by this grand arrangement that France was to stajd or fall ;
and this became, in my opinion, very properly, tie test by
which the shill and patriotism of those who ruled in that
Assembly would be tried. The revenue of the state ia the
state. In effect all depends upon it, whether for support or
for reformation, The dignity of every oceupation wholly
depends upon the quantity and the kind of virtue that ma
be excrted in it. As all great qualities of the mind whieh
uperate in public, and are not merely suffering and passive,
require foree for their display, I had almost said for theiw
unequivecal existence, the revenue, which is the spring of all
power, becomes in its adwinistration the sphere of every
active virtue. I'ublic virtue, being of a nature magnificent
and splendid, instituted for great things, and couversant
about great concerns, reguires abundant scope and room, wud
eonnot spread and grow under confinement, and in cirewin-
stances straitened, nurrow, and sordid. Through the reve-
nue alone the bady pelitic ean act n its true gening and
.chnmcter, and therefore it will display just as much of its
collective virtue, and as mueh of that virtue whieh may cha-
racterize those who move it, and are, as it were, its lite and
guiding privciple, as it is posscssed of a just revenue. For
from hence not culy magnanivuty, and liberality, and bene-
ticence, rnd fortitude, and providencc, and the tutelary pro-
tection of all good arts, derive their food, and the prowth of
their organs, but continence, and self-denial, and labour, and
vigilance, and frugality, aud whatever else there is in which
the mind shows itself above the appelite, are nowhere more
in their proper clement than in the provision and distribution
of the public wealth. 1t is thercfore not without reason
that the science of speculative and practical finance, which
must tzke to its aid so many auxibary branches of know-
ledge, stands high in the estimation not only of the ordinary
sort, but of the wisest and best men; and as this science has
grown with the progresa of its object, the prosperity and im-
provement of nations bas generally inereased with the in-
erease of their revenues; and they will both continue to
row and flourish, as Jong as the balence between what is
eft to strengthen the efforts of individuals, and what is col-
lected for the common efforts of the state, bear to each other
8 due reciprocal proportien, and are kept in a close corre-
¥OL, I 2x
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spnndem » anc communieation.  And perhaps it may be
owing to"the greatness of revenues, and to the urgency of
sstute necessities, that old abuses in the conbtltution of
finanees are dmc-ov‘,nd, and their true nature and rational
theory comes to be more perfeelly nnderstood ; inscmuch,
that a sinaller revenue might have been more le‘rre\mng n
¢ne period than o far greater is iouud to be in another; the
proportionate weakth even remaining ihe same. Tn’ this
state. of things, the Trench Assewbly found something in
their revenues to prescrve, to secure, and wiscly to admnts-
ter, as well as to abrogate and alter. Thougl their proud
assumption might ||1ht iy the severest tests, yet 1 trying
their abilities on their Hnaneial }notct-diu"s 1 would only
consider what s the plun, olwious duty of a commen fivance
minister, and try them npou that, und net upon models of
idenl perfeetion.

Tlie objeets of a finaucier ave, then, to securc an ample
revenie; to impose it with jndgment and equality ; to em-
ploy it econowically; and, when necessity oliliges him to
ke nse of eredit, to seeure its fonndations in that instance,
and for ever, by the elearness aud candour of his proveed-
ings, the exactuess of his caleulations, and the solidity of his
funds. On these heads we may take o snort and distinet
view of the morita and abilities of those in 1the National As-
seibly, who have t:xkvn to themsclves the management of
this arduous concern. FFar from any inercase ot revenne in
their hands, T find, by a rtporb of M, Vernier, from the com-
mittes of ﬂn‘mws, of the second of August last, that the
amount of the national revenue, as compared with ils pro-
duee before the Revolution, was diminished by the sum of
two hundred millions, or eight willions sterling of the annual
income, considerably more than one-thivd of the whole,

If this be the result of grewl. ability, never surely was
ghility displaycd n s more (l:stumumhcd nuuner, or with so
powerfal an eflect.  No conunon lull_}' no vulgar incapreity,
po ordinary official negligence, even no uﬂwml CTine, DO ¢OT-
ruption, no peeulation, hardly auny dircet hostility which we
have seen in the modern world, could in so short & time have
muade so complete an overthrow of the finances, and with
thoen, of the strength of o great kingdom.—Cedd yui vestram
rempublicam tantfam amisisiis fam cito 7
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The sophisters and declaimers, as soon as the’AsRcmbly
ret, began with decrying the aneient constitution of tha.
revenue in many of its most essential brapches, such as the
public monopely of sait. They charged it, as tealy as un-
wizely, with being li-coutrived, oppressive, and partial. This
representation they were not satisficd to make use of m
specches preliminary lo some plan of reform ; they declared
it in 2 solemn resolution or public sentence, as it werg judi-
cially, passed upon i6; and this they dizpersed throughouat
the nation. At the time they passed the deeree, with the sune
pravity they ordercd 1he samne absurd, oppressive, ond pactial
tax to be puid, until they could find a revenae to replece 1t
"Thes eonsequence was ineviballe.  The provinees which had
been always exempted from this salt monopoly, some of whom
were chuveed with other contribuiions, Iu’rh:lps equivalent,
were lotally disinelined to bear any part of the burthen,
which by an equal distribution was to redeem the others.
As to the Aszembly, oceupivid as it was with the declaration
aind vielation of the rights of men, and with their arrange.
ments for geoeral confision, it hiad neither leisure nor cas
pacity o contrive, nor anthority te entorce, any plun of
any kind relative fo the replacing the tax or egonalizing it, or
comprensd iy the provinees, or for condueting theie s 1o
any scheme of acconmuedation with the other districts which
were 1o be relioved.

The peopte of the salt provinees, mipadient under taxes,
damned by the anthority which had direoted theiv payment,
very soott fownd theie paticnee exinusted. They thought
themselves s skilfnl in demolishing as the Assewnbly could
be. They relieved themselves by throwing off the whle
burthen,  Animated by Lhis {fX:lI'Hl}]l', cavh disivict, ar part
ol a district, jodging of its own grivvance by its own lecling,
and of its remedy by its own opiuion, did as it pleased with
othuer taxes.

We ure next to see how they have condueted themselves i
eontriving equal impositions, proportioned to the means of
the citizens, and the least Hkely to lean heavy on the active

apital employed in the peneration of that private wealth,
from whence the public fortune must be derived. By suffor-
ing the several distriets, amd several of the individunis in each
district, to judge of what part of (hie old revenue they nnght
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withhald&fnstead of better })rineiplea of equality, a new ine
equality was introduced of the most oppressive kind. Pay-
ments were regulated by dispositions. The parts of the
kingdom which were the most submissive, the most orderly,
or the most affectionate to the commonwenalth, bore the whole
burthen of the state. Nothing furns out to be so oppressive
and unjust ar a feeble povernment. To HH up all the de-
ficiencies in the old impositions, and the wew deficiencies of
every %ind which were to be expected, what remained to a
state without anthority # The National Assembly called for a
voluntary benevolence; for a fourth part of the income of
all the eitizens, to be estimated on the honour of those who
were to pay. They obtained something more than counld be
rationally caleulated, but what was far mndeed from answer-
able tn their real necessitios, and much less to their fond
cxpoctations.  Rational people eould have hoped for little
from this their tax in the disguise of a benevolence; a tax
weak, ineffective, and unequaly a tax by which Inxury,
avariee, and solfishness were sereened, and the Joad thrown,
upon productive euapital. upon integrity, generosity, and
public spirit—a tax of regulation upon virtue. At length
the mask is thrown off, and they are now trying means (with
little suceess) of exacting their benevolence by foree,

This benevolence, the ricketty offspring of' weakness, was
to be supported by ansther resouree, the twin brother of the
same proltfic imhecility. The patriotic donations were to
make good the failure of the patriotie contribution. John
Doe was to become security for ichard Roe. By this
scheme they took things of much price from the giver, com-
paratively of emall value to the receiver; they ruined several
tradce ; they pillaged the crown of its ornaments, the churches
of their plate, and the people of their personal decorations.
The invention of these juvenile pretenders to liberty was in
reality nothing more than a scrvile imitation of one of the
poorest resources of doting despotism, They took an old
huge full-bottemed periwiz out of the wardrobe of the
antiguated frippery of Lows the Fourteenth, to cover the
prematare baldness of the National Assembly. They pro-
duced thig old-fashioned formal follv, though 1t had boen so
abundantly exposed in the Mewoirs of the Duke de St. Simon,
i to rengonable men it had wanted any arguments to display
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its mischief and insufficiency. A device of the’sn'me‘ kind
waz tried in my memory by Louis the Fifteenth, but it *
answered at no time. Howerer, the necessities of ruinous
wars werc some excuse for desperate prejects. The deliber-
ations of calamity are rarely wise, DBut here was a season
for disposition and providence. 1t was in a time of profound
eace, then enjoyed for five years, and promising a much
onger continuanee, that they had recourse to this desperate
trifling.  They were sure to lose more reputation by sperting,
in thele sertous situation, with these toys and playt}lings of
finance, which have filled half their journals, than could
possiblly be compensated by the peor temporary supply
which they afforded. It scemed as if those who adopted
such projects were wholly ignoraut of their circumstances, or
wholly uucqual to their necessitics,  “Whatever virtue may be
in these devices, it is obvious that neither the patriotic gifts,
nor the patriotic contribution, ean ever be resorted to again.
The resources of public folly are soon exhausted.  The whole
indecd of their scheme of revenue is to make, by any artifice,
an appearance of a full reservoir for the hour, whilst at the
sume time they cut oft the springs and living fountains of
Rermm ial supply. The account not long since furnighed by M.
vecker was meant, without question, to be favourable. He
gives a flattering view of the means of getting through the
year; bub he expresses, as it is natural he should, some ap-
prebension for that which was to suecced. On ihis last
rogtiostic, instead of entering into the grounds of this appre-
{:en:-ai(}n, in order, by n proper foresight, to prevent the prog-
nosticated evil, M. Necker receives a port of friendly, re-
primand from the president of the Assembly.

As to their other schemes of taxation, it i3 impossible to
gay anytling of them with certainty ; beesuse they have not
yet had their operation: but nobody is so sanguine as to
mmagine they will fill up any perceptible part of the wide
gaping breach which their incapacity has made in their re-
venues, At present the state of their treasury sinks every
day more and mere in cash, and swells more and more in
fictitious representation. When go little within or withoud
is now found bnt paper, the representative not of opulence
but of want, the creature not of credit but of power, they
imagine that our flourisk’ng state in England 1a owing tc
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that . ban® paper, and not the bank-paper to the flourishin
eondition of our eommerce, to the solidity of our credit, an
to the total exclusion of all idea of power from any part of
the transaction. They forget that, in England, not ove shil-
Iing of paper-money of any deseription is reecived but of
cholce ; that the whole has had its origin in cash actually
deposited ; and that it is convertille at pleasure, in an in-
stuart, aned without the smallest loss, into eash again.  Our
paper is of value in commerre, becanse in law it is of none.
It 1s powerful on’Change, becanse in Westminster Hall it is
impotent.  In payment of & debt of twenty shillings, a cre-
ditor may vefuse all the paper of the baok of Bngland, Nor
is there amengst us a single public seeurity, of any quality
or nature whatsoever, that is enforeed by authority. In fact
it might be easily shown, that onr paper weslih, instead of
Lessening the real eoin, has a tendeney to inerepse it ; nstead
of buinyr a substitute for money, it onty facilitates its entey,
its exit, and its cireulativn ; thit it is Uhe symbol of prose
perity, and not the badge of distress.  Never was a searcity '
of eash, and an exuberanee of paper, a subjeet of complaint
ig 1his nation.

Welt! but a lessening of prodigal expenses, and the eco-
nomy which has been introduced by the virtuous and sapient
Assembly, mahke amends for the lossea sustained fn the res
eeipt of revemue.  In this at Jeast they have fulliled the
duty of a financier.—Have those, who say so, looked at the
expenses of the National Assainbly itself ? of the mmnicipas
hties ? of the city of Paris P of the ineveased pay of the two
armies P of the new police P of the new judicatures P 1ave
they even earcfully compared the present pension bat with
the former? These politicians have been eruel, not econo.
wical.  Comparing the expenses of the furmer prodigat
government and its relation to the then revennes with the
expenses of this new system as opposed to the state of its
aew treasury, I believe the present will be found beyond all
comparigon more chargueable.!

' The reader will observe, that I have but lightly tonched {my plan
demanded nothing more) oo the condition of the French finances, as cone
nected with the demands wpon them, BV had itended to do otherwise,
the materin s 1 my hands for such a task are not altogether petfeet. On
thus subject [ refer the reader 1o M, ge Caloune’s work ; and 1he tremend-
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Tt remaing oniy to vonsider the proofs of £ nefhcinl ability,
furvished by the present Freanch managers when they are to
raise supplies on credit.  Here I am a little ot a stand ; for
eredit, properly speaking, they have none. The eredit of the
ancient government was not indeed the best ; but they could
always, on some terms, connnand mouey, not only ab home,
but trom most of the eouniries of Burope where a surplua
capital was aceusnulated s and the eredit of that government
wns nuproving daily.  The establishment of a system of li-
berty would of eonrse he supposed to give it new strengtls
and so it would actually luve done, if a system of liberty
bad been extablished,  What offers has their government of
pretended Liberty had from Hollawd, from Hamburgh, from
Bwitzerland, from Genoa, from England, tor a dealing in their
paper  Why showld these natiots of comueree and economy
enter into any prenniary dealings with a people, who atiempt
to reverse the very nature of thines ; amongst whom they
see the deltor prescribing at the peint of the bayonet, the
medium of his solveney Lo the creditor; discharging one of
his engagements with apother; turning his very pennry into
his resonree : and paving his inlerest with his rags ®

Their fanntical vonfidence iz the omnipotence of church
pinnder has indaced these philosophiers to overlook all care
of the pulblic estati, just as the dream of the philosopher's
stone imilnees dopes, under the more plansible deluson of
the hermetie avt, to neglect all rational weans of Tmproving
their fortnnes.  With {hese philosopbie financiers, this uni-
versal medicine made of chmireh mummy s to cure all the
evils of the state.  These gentlemen perhaps do not believe
a great deal in the miraeles of piety ; hut it ennnot be ques-
tioned, that they have ay undoubting faith in the prodigics
of sacrilege.  1s there a debt which presses them P—Tasuo

ous display that he has made of the havoe and devasiation in the public
estute, and my all the affuirs of France, caused by the presimptuons good
imentions of ignoranee and meapacily. Soch effecta those cuoses wil
wlwayn produce. Looking over that secount with a prelty siret eye, and
with prrhaps teo moeh rigour, deducting everything which may Le placed
to the secount of a tinancier owt of place, who nuight be supposed by hiy
enemwies desirons of making e most ol s cwase, T believe it will he
found, that a more salnlary lesson of cavnm agamst the daning spirit of
inpovators, than what has been supplicd at the expense ol France, never
was ol any e furnished Lo mankiod.
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' gssignqts.  Yire compensations to be made, or a maintenanoe
decreed to those whom they have robbed of their freehold ix
thew office, or expelled from their profession P—Assignate.
Ts a flect to be fitted out P—dssignats. 1f sixteen millions
sterling of these assignafs, forced on the people, leave the
wants of the state as urgent as ever-—issue, says one, thirty
millions sterling of asstynats—says another, issue fourscore
millions more of assignats, The only difference snong their
financial factions is on the greater or the lesser quantity of
assignats to be imposed on the public sufferance, They are
all professors of essignats. Xven thosc, whose natural good
sense and knowledge of commerce, not obliterated by phi-
losophy, furnizh decisive arguments against this delusion,
conclude their arguments, by proposing the emission of
assignats. 1 suppose they must talk of assignats, as no other
language would be understeod. Al experience of their in-
efficacy does not in the least discourage them.  Are the old
assignats deprociated at murket P—What is the remedy?
Yasue new assignats.—Mais si maladia, opinialrie, non vult
s¢ garive, quid li fucere? assigrare—postes assignare; en-
sutta assignare,  The word is a trifle altered. The Latin of
your Irescnt doctors may be Letler than that of your old
comedy ; their wisdom and the variety of their resources arg
the same, They have not more notes in their song than the
cuckoo; though, far from the softness of that harbinger of
summer and plenty, their voice is as harsh and as ominous
as that of the raven.

Who but the most desperate adventurers m philosophy
and finance could at all have thought of destroying the set-
tled revenue of the state, the sole security for the publie
eredit, in the hope of rebuildiug it with the materials of eon-
fiscated property P If, however, an excessive zeal for the
atate should have led a pious and venerable prelate (by an-
tivipation a fatlier of the church !} to pilluge his own order,
and, for the good of the church and people, to take upon
himself the place of grand financier of confiseation, and
comptroller-general of sacrilege, he and his coadjutors were,
tn my opinion, bound to show, by their subsequent conduet,
that they knew something of the ofice they sssumed. When
they had resolved to appropriate to the Fise, a cortain pore

La Bruvdre of I ecuet.
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tion of the landed property of their conquered country, it
was their business to render their bank a real fund of credit,
as far as such a bank was capable of becoming s0.

To establish a current circulating credit upon any Land-
bank, under any eircumstances whatsoever, bag hitherto
proved difficult at the very least. The attempt has com-
wonly ended in bankruptey. But when the Assembly were
led. through a contempt of moral, to a defiance of economical,
principles, it might at least have been expected, that nothing
would be omitted on their part to Jessen this diffienlty, to
prevent any aggravation of this bankruptey. It might be
expected, that, to render your Land-bank tolerable, every
means would be adopted that could display openness and
eandour in the statement of the security ; everything which
could aid the recovery of the demand. To take things in
their most favourable point of view, your condition was that
of a man of a large landed estate, which he wished to dispose

of for the discharge of a debt, and the supply of certain
© pervices. Not being able instantly to eell, you wished to
morfgyre, What would o man of fairinteutions, and a com-
monly clear understanding, do in such eircumstances P Ought
he not first te ascertain the gross value of the estate; the
charges of its inonagement and disposition; the encum.
brances perpetual and tempaorary of all kinds that affect it
then, striking & net surplus, to caleulate the just value of
the security ¥  When that sucplus (the only security to the
ereditor) had been clearly ascertained, and properly vested
in the hands of trustces; then he would indicate the par-
cels to Dbe sold, and the time and conditions of sule; after
this, he would admit the public creditor, if he chose it, to
subseribe his stock into this new fund; or he might receive
proposals for an assignat trom those who would advance
money to purchase this species of security.

Tl would be to procecd like men of business, methodi-
cally and rationally ; and on the only principles of public
and private credit that have an existence. The dealer would
then know exasctly what he purchased; and the only doub
which ¢ould hang upon his mind would be, the dread of
the resumption of the spoil, which one day might be made
{perhaps with an addition of punishment) from the sacriles
gwus gripe of those execrable wretches who could be=
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comer puré‘nasers at the auction of their innocent feljow.
- eitizens.

An open and exact statement of the clear value of the
property, and of the tire, the cireumstances, and the place
of sale, were all necessary, to eflace us much as possible the
stigma that has hitherto been Dranded om every kind of
Land-bunk. It became necessary on another principle, that
is, on aceount of a pledge of faith previously given on
that subjeet, that their future fidelity in a slippery concern
might be established by thetr adherence to their first en-
gagomcnt, When they had finally determined on n state re-
source from church booty, they eane, on the Tdth of April,
1790, to o =olewn resolntion on the subject; and pledged
themselves to Lhor conntry, “that in the statenent of the
public charges for cach year, there should be brought to
account a sum suificient foe delrnying the expenses of the R,
C. A, religion, the support of the ministers at the altars. 1he
relief of the poar, the pensions to the eeclesinstios, seeular as
well as recolar, of the one and of the other sex, in order that
the estutes and goods which are at the disposal of the wation
may be disengaged of all charges, and employed by the repre-
sentatives. or the legislarive body, to the great and most press-
tng cxigences of the stnte”  They further engaged, on the
same day, that the swn neeessary for the year 1791 should
be forthwith determined.

In this resolution they admit it their duty to show distinets
Iy the expense of the above objects, which, by ofher reso-
lutions, they had before engaged shonld be First in the erder
of provision. They admit that they ought 1o show the
estafe clear and (list‘npawed of all einr‘"w and that they
should show it iinmediately,  Ilave thvy donte thig invtned-
ately, or at any time ¥ Have they ever furaished a rent-roll
of the immovable estates, or given in an inventory of the
movaeble effects, which tlu-\, contiscute to their assignnts 7 In
whet manner they can fulfil their engagen weuts of hold-
ing out to public serviee, *an estate dmug.vred of all
c‘]:srges without autlwntu,atmg the value of the csiate, or
the quantum of the charges, I leave it ie their English "ad-
mirers to explain,  Instuntly upon this assurance, atd pre-
viously to any one step towards making it good, I.Iw\ issue,
on the eredit of s handsome a declaration, sixteen millions
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sterling of their paper. This was manly. WHb, after this
masterly stroke, can doubt of their abilities in finance =
But then, before any other emission of these flnancial ndied-
gences, they sook care ab leust to make good their origiual
promise !I—If such estimate, cither of the value of the esinte
or the amount of the enenmbrances, has been made, it has
gscaped me. T never heard of it.

At lengih they have spoken out, and they havermade a
full discovery of their abominable fraud, in holding out the
ehurch hnds as a sceurity for any debts, or any service what-
soever.  They roly only 1o enable them to eheat; but in a
very short thne they defeat the ends both of the robbery and
the frand. by making out nccounts for other purposes, which

low up their whole apparatus of force and of deception.
1 am oblived to M. de Catonne for his refercuce to the doeu-
ment whiel proves this extepordivary fack; it had by some
means eseaped mes Dideed it was not necessary to make
ont wy assertion as fo the breach of fuith on thie declaration
of the Lith of April, 1790, By a report of their commmittee
it now appears, that the elarge of keeping ap the reduced
eeclesiastical establistiments, and other expenses attendant
on religion, and maintaining the religions of bath acxes,
retuined or pensioned, and lie other concomitant expenses
of the same pature, which they have broughit opon them.-
gelves by thix convulsion in property, exceeds the income of
the estates acquired by it in the enormous sum of 4wo mil-
lions sterling annually ; besides a debt ot seven millions and
upwurds,  These are the caleulating powers of imposture]
Thig is the finanee of philosophy ! This is the result of all
the delnsions held out to engnge a miserable people in re-
bellion, murder, and sacrilege, and Lo make them prompt and
zeatous Instrunseuts i the ruin of theie country ! Never did
a state, in any case, eneleh itsell by the confiseutions of the
citizens.  This new experiment has suceceded like all the
rest. Byvery honest wind, every tene lover of liberty and
humzuity, must rejoice Lo find that injustice is not always
gond policy, nor rapine the high rond to riches. T subjoin
with pleasure, in a note, the able and spirited observations
of M. de Caloune on this subject.!

V'O nlesl point & Passemblée cutitre que je madresse ici; je na
parle qu'a ceux qui Pégarent, en lui cachant sous des gazes séduisantes lo
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in order\ to persuade the world of the bottonless resource
vof ecclesiastical confiscation, the Assembly have proceeded
to other confiscationg of estates in offices, which could not be
done with any common eoleur withont being compensated
out of this grand confiscation of landed property. They
have thrown upon this fund, which was to show a surplus,
disengaged of all charges, a new charge ; namely, the coms
pensation to the whole body of the disbanded judicature;
and of all suppressed offices and estates: a charge which T
cannot aseertain, but which unquestionably amounts to many
French millions.  Another of the new charges is an annuity
of four hundred and vighty thousand pounds sterling, to be
paid (if they choose to keep fuith) by daily payments, for
the interest of the first assignats. IHave they ever given
themselves the trouble to state fairly the czpense of the
management of the chureh lauds 1 the hands of the muni-
eipalities, to whose cure, skill, and diligence, and that of
their legion of unknown under-agents, they have chosen to
vommit the charge of the forfeited cstates, and the conse.
qucnce of which bad been so ably pointed out by the bishop
of Nancy P
But it is unnecessary to dwell on these obvious heads of
encumbrance. 1lave they made out any clear state of the

but o ils I'entrainent  Clest & eux que je dis: votre objet, vous n'en
disconviendrez pas, ¢'est d'Gter toul espoir au clergd, ot de consommer sa
ruine; ¢’est-13, en ne vous soupgonnant d'ancune cembimaison de cupi-
dité, d’nucun regard sur e jeu des effets publics, e’est-18 ce qu’on doit ervire
gne veus avez en vue duns Ta tersible opération que vous proposez; clest
ce qui wloil en etre le fruit.  Mais le peuple que vous y intéressez, quel
avaniage peut-l y trouver 2 En vous servani sans cesse de lui, que faites
vous pour Jui?  Rien, absolnment ricn j e, an coutrsire, vous faites ce
qui ne conduit qu’ii I'aceabler de nowvelles charges.  Yous avez rejeté, &
son préjudice, une offre do 0 millions, dont Pacceptation ponvoit deve-
nir un moven de soulagement en sa fuvent; ¢l & celte nssource, aussi
]‘;rolim.ble que legitime, vous avez gubstitué une injustice ruineuse, qui,

e votre propre aveu, charge le trésor public, et par conségnent le peuple,
d’un surcroit de dépense unnuelle de U millions au moins, ¢t d’un rem-
boursement de 150 miilions.

“ Malheureux peuple? voild ce que vous vaut en dernier résultat 1'ex-
prapriation de I'Eglise, et ja dureté des décrets laxateurs du traitement des
ministres d'une religion bienfaisante ; et désormais il serout & votre charge
letirs charités soulagecient les pauvres; et vous allez @ire imposés pour
subvenir A leur entretien ! **——Pe I K'tat fe o France, p. 61, Sce aino
'3 92, and the following pages.
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grand encumbrancs of all, T mean the whole of Hre general ¢
snd municipal establishments of all sorts, and L‘Bmpared it
with the regular income by revenue? Every deficiency m
these becomes a charge on the confiscated estate, before
the ereditor can plant his cabbages on an acre of church

roperty. There is no other prop than this confiscation to

ecp the whole state from tumbling to the ground. 1In this
situation they have purposely covered all, that they ought
industriously to have cleared, with a tihiek fog; and then,
blindfold themsclves, like bulls that shut their eves when
they push, they drive, by the point of the bayouets, their
slaves, blindfulded indeed mo worse than their lords, to
take their fictions for currencies, and to swallow down paper
pille by thirty-four millions sterling at a dose. Then the
proudly Jay in their claim to o future eredit, on failure of all
their past engagements, and at a time when (it in sueh a
matter anythg can be clenr) it s clear that the surplus
estutes will mever answer even the first of their mortgages,
I mean that of the four hundred willions (or sixteen millions
sterling) of assignafs. 1n all 1his procedure I can discern
neither the sa]ifgr sonse of plun dealing, nor the subtle dex-
terity of ingenious fraud. The objections within the Assem-
bly to pullmg up the flood-gates tor this inundation of fraud
are unanswered; but they are thoroughly refuted by an
hundred thousand finaneiers in the strect, These are the
numbers by which the metaphysic arithmeticians eompnte.
These are the grand ealeulations on which a philosephical
public credit is founded in France, They cannot raise sup-
plies; but they ean raise mobs. Let them rcjoice in the
applauses of the club at Dundee, for their wisdom and patei-
otism in having thos applied the plunder of the citizens to
the service of the state. 1 hear of no address upon this sub-
jeet from the directors of the bank of Taugland; though their
approbation would be of a liffle more weight in the scale of
credit thau that of the club at Dundee.  Baut, to do jnstice
to the club, I believe the genilemen who compose it to be
wiser than they appear ; that they will be less liberal of their
money than of their addresses ; and thut they would not give
a dog’s-ear of their most rumpled and ragged Scotch paper
for twenty of your fairest assignats.

Early in this year the Assewbly issued paper to the
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swmount of, sixteen millions sterling: what must have been
the state 1i.to which the Assembly has brought your affairs,
that the relicf afforded by so vast a supply has been hardly
pereeptible P Thia paper also felt an sabinost immediate de-
preciation of five per cent., which in a litile tine came to
about seven.  The effeet of these assignats on the receipt of
the revenue is remarkable. M. Necker found that the col-
lectors of the reveine, whe reeeived in eoin, paid the trea-
snry in assiguats.  The collectors made seven per cent. by
thus receiving in money, aud aceounting in depreciated
paper. It was not very diffieult Lo foresee, that this must be
inevitable, It wus, however, not the Tess embarrassing. M,
Necker was obliged (1 believe, for a eonsideruble part, in the
market of London) to buy gold and silver for the ming, which
ameouuted to about twelve thousand ponnds above the value
of the commodity gained.  That mimster was of opinion,
that, whatever their sceret nuotritive virtue might be, the
state could not live upon assigrats alone; that some real
silver was necessary, pacticulurly for the satisiuetion of those
wha, having iron in their hands, were not Likely to distine
guish themsclvea for pationce, when they shonld perceive
that, whilat an increase of pay was held out to thent in real
money, it was again to be fraudulently drawn back by de-
preciated paper. The minister, in this very nainral distress,
applied to the Assembly, that they should order the col-
lectors to pay in specie what in specie they had reeeived,
1t could not eseape him, that if the treasury paid three per
cent. for the wse of a curercncy, which shonld be returned
geven per cent. worse than the minister issued i, such a
dealing could not very greatly tend to cnrieh the public.
The Agsembly took no natice of his recommendation.  They
were in this dilemma—1f they continued to reeeive the as-
gignats, cash must become sn alien $o their treasury : if the
treasury should refuse those paper emuless, or should dis-
countenanee them in any degree, they must destroy the
eredit of their scle resource. They scem then to have made
their option ; and to have giveu some sort of credit to their
paper by taking it themscvlves; at the same time in their
speeches they made a sort of swaggering declaration, some-
tEing, I rather think, ahove legislative competence ; thut is,
that there is no difference in value between metsllic money
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and their nssignats. This was a good, stout, proof Jzn*tie]e of
faith, prononnced nnder an anathema, by the “venerable
fathers of this philosophic synod. Credat who will—cer-
tainly not Juwderus Apriia.

A neble ndignation rises in the minds of your populsr
fraders, on hearing the magic lantern in their show of finanen
compared to the fraudulent exhibitions of Mr. Law.  They
cannot bear to Leur the sands of *is Mississippi compared
with the rock of the elmreh, on which they build thetr sys-
ten. Pray lot them suppress this glorious spirit, until they
ghow to 1he world what picce of solid gromul there is for
their nssigiats, which they have not pre-oeenpied by other
charges.  They do injustice to that great, mother fraud. to
coupare it with their degenerate iitation. 1t is not true
that Law Imilt solely on aspoenlation coneernmg the Mis-
gisstppl. e added the Bast Todin trade; he added the
Afvican trade ;. he wdded the farms of all the furmed revenue
of ¥Franee, ANl these togelher unquestionably could net

HSupport the strncture which the public enthusiasm, not he,
ehose to bkl upon these bases.  But these were, however,
in comparizow, generous delostons. They suppoused, and they
aimed at, an erease of the commerce of Tranee. They
opened Lo it the whole range o the two hemisphieres,  They
did not think of fecding Feanee from il own sulbstance. A
grand imagination found in this Night of commersee something
to captivate. 1t was wherewithal to duzele the eye of an
eagle. Tt was not made to cutice the smell of a mole, nuz-
gling and burying himsel{ in his wother earth, as yours i
Men were not then guite shmok from their natueal dimen-
sions by a degrading and sordid philosophy, and fitted for low
and vulgur deceptions,  Abave all, remerher, that, in im-
pusing on the imagination, the then maungers of the system
niade 8 compliment to the freedom of men. In their frand
Lthere was no mixture of foree.  This was reserved 1o our
time, to queich the litile glimmerings of reasson which might
break in wpon the solid darkness of this enlightencd aze.

On recollection, I have said nothing o a sehewme of linance
which may beurged n favour of the abilities of these gentle-
men, and which bas been introdoved with great pomp, theugh
not yet finally adopted, in the National Assembly. 1t comes
with scmething sohid in aid of the eradit of the paper circuls.
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‘tion ; an&,much has been naid of its ntility and its elegance.
¥ méan the project for coining into money the belly of the

* ‘suppressed churches. This 15 their alchymy. There aro
some follics which baffie argument; which go beyond mdi.
cule; and which excite no fecling in uws but disgust; ang
theréfore T say no more upon it.

Tt is aa little worth remarking any further upon all their
drawing and re-drawing, on their eireulation for putting off
the evil day, on the play between the treasury and the Crisse
d' Escompte, and on oll these old, cxploded eontrivances of
mercantile fraud, now exalted into policy of state. The re-
venue will not be trified with.  The praitling about the
rights of men wili rot be aceepted in payment for & biscuit or
a pound of gunpowder. Here then the metaphysicians de-
seend from their airy speculations, and faithfully follow ex-
amnples,  What examples? The examples of bankrupts,
But defeated, bafled, disgraced, when their breath, their
strength, their inventions, their fancies desert thew, their
confidence still maintaing its ground. In the manifest
failure of their abilitics, they take eredit for their benevo-
lence. When the revenue disappears in their hands, they
have the presumption, in some of their laie procecdings, to
value themselves on the relief given to the people.  They did
not relieve the people. 1f they entertained such intentions,
why did they crder the obnoxious taxes Lo be paid? The
people relieved themselves in spite of the Assembly.

But waving all discussion on the partics who may claim the
merit of this fullacious relief, has there been, in eftect, any
relief to the people in any form? Mr. Bailly, one of the
grand sagents of paper circulation, lets you into the nature of
this relief. Ilis speech to the National Assembly contained
a high and laboured panegyric on the inhabitints of Puris,
for the constancy and unbroken resolution with which they
have borne their distress and misery. A fine picture of pub-
lie felicity ! What! great courage and unconguerable grm-
nesy of mind to endure benefits, and sustain redress? One
would think from the speech of this learned lord mayor, that
the Parisians, for this twelvemonth past, had been sufferin
tue etraits of some dreadful blockade ; that Henry the ¥ourt
had been stopping up the avenues to their supply, and Suily
thundering with his orduance at the gates of Paris; when
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m reality they are besieged by no other cnemies thap their.
own madness and folly, their own eredulity and perversenews.
But Mr, Bailly will sooner thaw the eternal ice of his Atlax-
tic regions, than restorc the centrn) heat to Parie, whilst it
remains “ smitten with the cold, dry, petritic mace™ of a
false and unfeeling philosophy. Some time after this speech,
that is, on the thirteenth of last Augnst, the same niagis-
trate, giving an account of his goverument at the bar of the
same Assembly, expresses himsclf as follows : “ Inthe month
of July, 1789, [the period of everlasting conunemoration,]
“the finances of the city of Paris were yet in good order;
the expenditure was counterbalanced by the receipt, and she
had at that time a millien™ [forty thousand pounds sterling)
“in bank. The capenses which she has been constrained 10
mneur, subseguent to the Revolution, amount to 2,500,000 livrea,
From these expenscs, and the great fulling oft' in the product
of the free giffs, not only a momentary, but a fotel, want of
poney has tuken place™  This is the Pans, upon whose
nourishment, in the course of the last vear, sueh immense
sums, dvawn from the vitais of all France, have been expend-
ed, As long as Paris stands in the place of ancient Rome,
80 long she will be maintained by the subjeet proviness. 1t
is an evil inevitably attendaut on the dominion of sovercign
democratie republics.  As it happened in Rome, it may sur-
vive that republican domination whieh gave rise 1o it. 1n
that case (feapotism itself must submit to the vices of
Eopularity. Rome, under her emperors, united the evils of
oth systems; and this unuatural combination was one great
cause of her rain.

To tell the people that they are velieved by the dilapida.
tion of their public estate, is a cruel and insslent impaesition.
Statesmen, before they volued themselves on the relief given
to the people by the destruction of their revenue, ought first
to have carefully attended to the solution of this problem ;—-
Whether it be more advantageons to the people to pay con-
siderably, and to gain in proportion; or to gain little or
nothing, and to be disburthened of sl contribution P My
mind is made up to decide in fuvour of the first proposition.
Eaperience is with me, and, I belivve, the bedt opinions alsn,
To keep a balance betwien the power of acyuisition on the
part of the subject, and the demands L2 s o v er o the

oL, 3. FIR
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. part of the state, ia the fundamental part of the skill of a
tre politician, The means of acquisition are prior in time
snd in arrangement. Good order is the foundation of all
good thinge.  To be enabled to acquire, the people, without
being sevvile, must be tractable and obedient. The magistrate
must have his reverence, the laws their authority. The body
of the people mnst not find the principles of natural sub-
ordination by art rooted out of their minds. They wust re-
spect that property of which they caunot partake. They
must lubour to obtain what by Jabour cun be obtained ; and
when they lind, as they commonly de, the success dispropor-
tioned to the endeavour, they must be tanght their consola~
tion 1o the final propoctions of eternal justice. Of this con-
solation whoever deprives them, deadens their industry, hnd
strikes at the root of all acquisition as of all conservation.
He that does this is the cruel oppressor, the merciless enemy
of the poor and wretchod; at the some time that by his
wicked speeulations he exposes the fruits of successful ig-
dustry, and the accumulations of fortune, to the plunder of
the uegligent, ihe disappointed, and the unprosperous.

Teo many of the financiers by profession are apt to see
nothing inrevenue but banks, and circulations, and annuities
on lives, and tontines, and perpetual rents, and all the small
wares of the shop. In a scttled order of the state, these
things are not to be slighted, nor is the skill in them to be
held of trivial estimation. They are good, but then only
good, when they assume the efleets of thut seftled order, and
are built upon 1t. But when men think that these beggarly
contrivunces may supply a resource for the evils which result
from breaking up the foundations of public order, and from
causing or sutlering the principles of property to be subvert-
ed, they will, in the ruin of their country, leave a melancholy
end lusting monument of the effect of preposterous politics,
and presumptuous, short-sighted, narrow-minded wiadem.

The effects of the incapacity shown by the popular leaders
in all the great members of the commonwealth are to be
covered with the “all-atoning name™ of liberty. In some
people 1 see great liberty indeed; in many, if net in the
most, an oppressive, degrading servitude. But wha is liberty
without wisdam, aud without virtue? Tt is the greatest of
all |oseible evils; for it is folly, viee, and madness, without
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tuition or restraint. Those who know what virtuots liberty |
is, eannot bear to see it disgraced by incapable heads, sn
account of their having high-sounding words in their mouths.
Grand, swelling sentiments of liberty I am sure I do not
despise. They warm the heart; they enlarge and liberalize
our minds ; they animate our courage in a time of conflict.
01d as I am, I read the fine raptures of Lucan and Corneille
with pleasure. Neither do I whelly condemm the hittlé arts
and devices of popularity. The{ facilitate the earrying of
many points of moment; they keep the people together;
they refresh the mind in its exertions; and they diffuse
occasional gaiety over the severe brow of oral freedom.
Every politician ought to sacritice to the graces; and to join
complianee with reason. ULut in such an undertaking as
that in France, all these subsidiary sentiments and artitices
are of little avail. To make a government requires no great
prudence. Settle the seat of power; teach obedience: and
the work 1s qeme. To give freedom is still more easy. 1t is
not necessary to guide; it only requires to let go the rein.
But to form a free government; that is, to temper together
these opposite elements of liberty and restraint in oue con-
gistent work, requires mueh thought, deep reflection, a
sagacious, powerful, and combining mind. This I do not
find in those who take the lead in the National Assembly.
Perhaps they are not so miserably deficient as they appear.
1 rather behieve 16, It would put them below the comnon
level of human understanding. But when the leaders choose
to make themselves bidders at an auetion of popularity, their
talents, in the construction of the state, will be of no service,
They will become flatterers instead of legislatora; the instru-
ments, not the guides, of the people.  If any of them shonld
happen to propose a scheme of Liberty, soberly limited, and
defined with proper qualifications, he will be immedintely
outbid by his competitors, who will produee gomething more
splendidly popular. Suspicions will be raised of his fidelity
to his cavse.  Moderation will be stigmatized as the virtue
of cowards; and compromise as the prudence of traitors;
until, in hopes of preserving the credit which may enzble biin
to temper, and moderate, on some oceasions, the popular
Teader is obliged to become aacti;'e in propagating doctrines,
L
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and ‘estabiisk:in g powers, that will afterwards defeat any sober
“purpose ut which he ultimately might have aimed.

Bnt am I so unreasonable ns to sec nothing at all that
deserves comnendation in the indefatigable labours of this
Asscinbly P 1 do not deny that, among an infinite number of
aets of violence and folly, some good may have been done.
They who destroy everything certainly will remove some
grievance, They who make everything new, have a chance
that they may establish something beneficial.  To give them
credit for what they have done m virtue of the authority
they have usurped, or whicli can exeuse ther in the erimes by
which that authority has been acquired, it must appear, that
the same things conld not have been aceomplished withgut
]Jroducing guch a revolution. Mot assuredly they might;
wenuse almost every one of the regulations made by them,
which is not very equivocal, was either in the cession of the
king, volhintarily made at the meeting of the states, or in the
concurrent instructions to the orders. Home usages hava
been abalished on just grounds; but they were such, that if
they had stood as they were to all eternity, they would hittle
detract from the happiness and prosperity of any state.  The
improvements of the National Assembly are superlicial, their
errors fundamental.

Whatever they are, I wish my countrymen rather to re.
commend to cur neighbours the example of the British
coustitution, than {o take models from them for the improve-
ment of our own, In the former they have got an invaYuable
ireasurc. They are not, 1 think, without some causes of
apprehension and complaint ; but these they do not owe to -
their constitution, but to their own conduct. I think our
hapl:y situation owing to our constitution; but owing to the
whoie of it, and not to any part singly; owing in a great
teasure to what we have left standing in our several reviewn
onud reformations, as well as to what we have altered or super-
added. Our people will find employment enough for a truly
patriotie, free, and independent spiris, in guardmg what they
possess from viclation. 1 wonld not exclude alteration
netther; but even when I changed, it should be to preserve,
1should be led to my remedy by a great grievance. Inwhat
1 did, I should follow the example of our ancestors, ¥ would
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make the reparstion as nearly as possible in the style of the,
building. A politic caution, a guarded circumspection,a
moral rather than a cdmplexional timidity, were among the
ruling principles of our forefathers in their most decided
sonduct.  Not being illuminated with the light of which the
gentlemen of France tell us they have got so abundant a share,
they acted under a strong impression of the ignorance snd
fallibility of mankind. e that had made them thus failible,
rewarded them for having in their conduct attended to their
nature. Let us imitate their caution, if we wish to deserve
their fortune, or to retain their bequests. Lot us add, ift we
please, but let us preserve what they have lett; aud standing
ongthe firm ground of the British eonstitution, let ns be
satisfied to admire, rather than attempt to follow in their
desperate flighis, the aéronauts of TFranee,

I have told you candidly my sentiments, I think they are
nob likely to alfer yours. 1 do not know that they ought.
d'0u are young; you cannot guide, but must follow the
fortune of your eountry. But hereafier they may be of
somce use to you, in some future form which your eommoen-
wealth may take. In the present it can hardly remain; but
before its final setilement it may be obliged to pass, a8 one
ol our poets says, ¢ through great varieties of untried being,”
and in all its transmigrations to be parified by fire and
blood.

I have little to recommend my opinions but long observa-
tion and much impartiality. They come from one who has
been no tool of power, no fatterer of greatness ; and who in

=his last acts does not wish to belie the tenour of his life.
They come from one, almost the whole of whose public ex-
ertion has been a struggle for the liberty of others; from
one in whose breasé no anger durable er Yehement has ever
been kindled, but by what he considered as tyranny ; and who
snatehes from his share in the endeavours which are used by
roed wen to discredit opulent oppression, the hours he hax
employed on your affairs; and who in g0 doing persuades
limself be has not departed from his usuwal office : they
come from one who desires honours, distinctions, and emo-
luments, but little ; and who expects them not at all: who
kas no contempt for fame, and no fear of obloquy; who
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» ghung contention, though he will hazard an opinion: from
owe who wishes to preserve consistency, but who would pre-
gerve congistency by varying his mesns to secure the unity
of his end ; sad, wher the equipoise of the vessel in which
he sils mey be endangered by overloading it upon one side,
i8 desirous of carrying the small weight of his reasons to thut
which mey preserve its equipoise.



